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OPESiNG SPEECH AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTH NPC 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 p 2 
iSpeech by Ye Jianying on 18 June 1979] 


{Yext) Fellow deputies: This is the first year of the shift in the 
emphasis of work of the whole country to socialist modernization. The 
convocation of the second session of the Fifth National People's Con- 
gress at this time is of particular importance. 


This session will hear and discuss Premier of the State Council Comrade 
Hua Guofeng's report on the work of the government and examine and 
approve the national economic plan for 1979, the 1978 final accounts of 
state revenues and expenditures aad the 1979 state budget. 


This session will formulate several iaws. They are the PRC organic law 
of the local people's congresses and local people's governments, the PRC 
electoral law of the National People's Congress am' local people's con- 
gresses, the PRC organic law of the people's courts, the PRC organic law 
of the people's procuratorates, PRC criminal law, the PRC criminal 
procedure and the PRC law on joint enterprises with Chinese and foreign 
investments. 


This session will also examine an‘ discuss the reports of the Standing 
Committee of the National People's Congress, the Supreme People's Court 
and the Supreme People's Procuratorate. It will make some decision: on 
personnel arrangements. 


Fellow deputies: The fundamental guarantee for doing the work of the 
government and the state well and effectively promoting China's socialist 
modernization lies in giving full scope to democracy, pooling correct 
ideas from the masses and arousing the enthusiasm of wide sections of the 
people. It is my belief that you fellow deputies will definitely be able 
to reflect fully the opinions of the workers, peasants, intellectuals and 
other patriots; display the spirit “say all you know and say it without 
reserve” and give criticism and suggestions on the work of the government 
and the state. 

















The people want to strengthen and improve China's socialist legal systen. 
An improved legal system can effectively guarantee the people's demo- 
cratic rights provided for by the constitution and constantly develop 
stability and unity and a lively and vigorous political situation in the 
interest of socialist construction. Following the development of 
economic construction, we need all kinds of economic laws. The National 
People’s Congress must see tu it that cc.scientious investigations and 
study and careful discussions are carried out and necessary laws formu- 
lated so that these laws truly represent the will of the people, reflect 
the supreme ‘aterest of socialism and the cictatorship of the proletariat 
and conform o the needs of growth of socialist economic construction. 
The laws mu. - be firmly implemented after they are promulgated. The 
National People's Congress and local people's congresses at various 


levels must all play an important part in upholding the dignity of the 
socialist legal system. 


The tasks of this session of ours are arduous. People throughout the 


country attach great importance to this session. During this session 
we must score achievements which will satisfy the people. 


CSO: 4004 














REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE GOVERNMENT AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTH NPC 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 3-27 

[Report by Hua Guofeng on 18 June 1979] 

[Text] Fellow deputies: 


ee ee oa Ce en Oa ee ea 
mert and will now do so, 


s 


I. A Historic Turning Point 


Pifteen months have elapsed between the conclusion of the first session of the Pifth 
National People's Congress in March last year and the convening of our present session. 
They have been fifteen months of united struggle, dynamic endeavor and outstanding 
achievement. Owing to the sustained efforts made during this period, the nation-wide 
mass movement to expose and criticize Lin Biao and the gang of four has in the main 
been completed, and marked success has oeen attained in putting the country in order with 
this movement as the key link. In accordame with the policy decision .f{ the third 
plenary session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party held in 
December 1975, the State Council has, since the beginning of 1979, shifted the ‘ocous of 
the work of the whole nation to socialist modernization. This is a historic turning 
point. 


At the last session we assessed our achievements after the smashing of the gang. Since 
then, under tie impetus provided by the third plenary session of the Eleventh Certral 
Committee of the party at which the principles of emancipating the mind or “starting up 
the sachinery,” seeking truth from facts, and uniting and looking forward were laid down 
and a series of importart political, economic and organizational measures adopted. We 
howe multiplied achievements on all fronts in the course of implementing the tasks 
Gefined at our last session. 


In the sphere of politics and ideology, tie Chinese people, led by the Chinese Communist 
Party, have conducted conscientious investigations into the factional set-up of Lin Biao 
and the gang of four and have by and large crushed this counter-revolutionay political 
foree which for ten years wrought havoc and brought the nation untold misery. Thanks 
to organizal ional readjustment in the party, goverrmment and army, leadership is now 
lampeely in the hands of cadres whom the people trust. The courter-revolutionary line of 
Lin Biao and the cang of four has been subjected to deep-going criticism in every field. 
The nation-wide discussion on the criterion of truth has helped to emancipate the minds 











of cadres and masses alike, speaking the mental chains fastened on them by Lin Biao 
and the gang and reviving and carrying forward the style ci study lom advocated by 
Comrade Mao Zedong, treat is, the style af seeking truth frm fasts, proceeding fram 
reality and integratig theory with practice. ‘“umerous cesses of people beim unjustly, 
falsely and wrong*y charged or sentenced wher lin Biao and the gang were in powe:" have 
been redressed. large mmbers of cadres fraz th: very top dam to the grass roots and 
model workers, experts and people in all spheres of endesvor who hed been persesuted 
have been or are now being rehabiliataeted. A series of major political issues of rigtt 
anc wromg which arose Guring the Cultural Revolution have in the main been clarified. 
The covermment has taken meagures to carry out ome after another policies which were 
either seriously distorted or thrown out by Lin Biao and the gang, policies cormerning 
the cadres, the intel ectuals, the nationalities, religion, Overseas Chinese affairs, 
former industrialists and businessmen, and former Kuomintarg persommel who eame ove to 
our side. 


The work of removing the rightist lebel from those designated as such has been completed, 
and most of those who were wromely labelled have been rehabilitated. The work of chang- 
ing the status of those landlords and rich peasants who have long engaged in labor and 
abided by the law is in progress. Unity amorg the people has been enhanced and broadened. 
Socialist democracy is being practiced and the socialist legal system is being improved. 
Democratic centralism and the style of known as the mass line are beim revived and 
carried forward in state organs at all levels and in grass-roc%s organizations. Thus we 
have eliminated the root cause of the prolonged political turcoil and splitting, and 

instead a lively political situation of stability and unity long yearned for by the 

people is becoming reality. The pregert political situation is totally differert fron 
what it was when Lin Bilao and the gang of four were on the rampage. Moreover, in mary 
respects, a spirit which is unprecedented hag emerged as regards tne democratic life 

of the nation and the emancipation of people's minds. And this new spirit is spreading. 


i 


In the sphere of economics, things have been rapidly improving since we repudiated the 
ultra-left line of Lin Biao and the garg of four, put into effect various correct 
policies laid down by the party and the goverment and formulated a series of new 
policies suited tw present conditions. In 1978, our ag:icultural production suffered a 
succession of natural calamities, yet we still brought ‘4: a good harvest. Per capita 
grain output is the highest since the founding of the People's Republic, and total 
grain output reached 304,750,000 tons, an increase of 22 million tons or 7.5 percent over 
1977. The output of edible ofl, sugar, cotton and other cash crops increased markedly, 
compared with the previous year. The peasants and rural cadres responded warmly to the 
Gecisions of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China on Some Questions 
Corneerning the Acceleration o7 Agricultural Developmert (draft) and Regulations Concern- 
ing the Work in the Rural Perple's Communes (preliminary draft) adopted by the third 
plenary session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the party when these were relayed 
to the mmal population. A jubilant movd, absent for years, prevails throughct the 
courtryside. in 1977, the gross value of industrial output registered an increase of 
14.5 percent over 1976, and in 1978 an increase of 15.5 percent over 1977. In those 
twe years, 


The output of steel went up from 20 460,000 tons to 31,780,000 tons, an increase of 
55.5 percent; 


Coal, from 483 million tons to 618 million tons, an increase of 28 percert; 


Crude otl, from 87 million tons to 104 million tons, an increase of 19.5 percent; 








Electricity, from 205 billion Kifh to 256 billion kwh, an increase of 26 percent; 


Chemical fertilizer (esting.ec accordim to effectiveness), fram 5,240,000 tons to 
8,690,000 tons, an increase of 66 percest; 


Chemical fibers, from 146,000 tans to 235,000 tons, an increase of 35 percent; 


And the volume of rail freight, fro 620 =illion tons to 1,070 million tons, an 
increase of 50.5 percenm. 


With the restoration and expansion of production, our domestic and foreign trade and 
state revenues also rapidly expanded, and living standards in both town and country 
improved. In the last twoyears, the total volume of retail sales rose by 16 percert, 
that of imports and exports by 53.7 percent, and state reverwes by 44.4 percent; the 
average income of the peasants across the nation, derived fren the collectives, rose 

by 17.7 percent; and 60 percent of the country's workers and staff had their wages 
raised in varying degrees. in capital construction, a mumber of asjor projects sre 
already completed and in operation ané others are under construction. In 1978, housing 
newly built for workers and staff and already eccupied totalled over 57 miliien square 
metres in floor space, an increase of 55 percent ove. the previous year. In the past 
twe years we have aade a good start at importing advanced techrmology and using funds 
from abroad and the results have been positive. Never in the past decade have we 
witnessed such a flourishing and gratifying situstion on the economic front as a whole. 
We still face quite a few difficulties and aany yroblems in our work remain to be 
solved, but compared with the grave situation in which we found ourselves immediately 
following the smashing of the gang of four, we have certeinly achieved a lot in rehabils- 
tating and expanding our economy. This is obvious to all; it is not easy to come about. 


In the sphere of science, e@ucation and culture, the convening of the National Science 
Conference and the sdoption of the Graft outline programme for the nsationsl development 
of science ond techrmology (1978-1995) have sparked fresh enthusiasz for the study of 
Science and techmology among scientists and technicians and among the youth and other 
people s11 ever the country, and this has yielded initisl results. The reform of our 
enrolment system for institutions of higher e@ucation and the criticism of the “two 
appraisals” concerning our work in e@ucsation @uring the 17 years prior to the Cultural 
Revolution have promoted an over-all consolidation of educational work, swiftly remedy- 
ing the chaotic situation created by Lin Biso and the gang, basically restoring order 
and bringing into play the initiative of the vast mumbers of students and teachers. With 
the repudiation of the fallacy of the “dictatorship of a sinister line in literature 
and art,” a host of good films, operas and other works, Chinese and foreign, iong banned 
by Lin Biso and the gang, have again been made available to the masses; tvere has been 
increasing activity in the verious branches of literature and art, and o mumber of sod 
works welcomed by the masses have appeared. The prospect of a flourishing garden of 
literature and art where « hundred flowers blossom is already before us. Research in 
the social sciences, centering on the summing up of historical experience and the question 
of socialist modernization, is making steady headway, guided by the policy of letting a 
hundred schools of thought contend, and the interest shown by the masses in theoretical 
questions is at its keenest since the founding of the People's fepublic. Our press, 
broadcasting, television and publications are developing in « lively manner. Major 
achievements have been atteined in health work, physical culture and other areas of 
culture. 


In short, the efforts made in the two years and more since the smashing of the gang of 
four have brougit signal victories on 411 fronts, including the allitery amd diplomstic, 











and@ funcemental chanzes have taken plece in our country ss @ “wole. At the Eleventh 
National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party end the firs: session of the Fifth 
National People's Comgress, a general task for the new period was set. thus heralding 
a shift of emphasis in the work of the whole party and the whole nation to socialist 
moGermization. Wow, tharks to the unity end concerted efforts of the extire people. 
the time for this histeric change hes cone. 





Once the proletariat anc the other working people have seized state power and estsblishec 
their political mule, ecoremic construction must be given tep pricrity. Im the esrly 
years of the People's Pepublic, and especially after the basic completion of the socialist 
transformation of the ownership of the seams of production. Comrade Mao Zedong pointed 
out time and again thst economic work end technical revolution should become our central 
task. Under the brilliant leadership of Comredes Mao Zedong and Zhou Exisi we schievec 
major successes im socialist construction, whille triumphantly carrying out the secialist 
trensformstion of the owmership of the means of preduction, socialist revolution on the 
ideological and political frenmt and socialist education in the rurel areas, and ve rapidly 
transformed China into an inéustrial-agricultursal country of some consequence. ‘The rate 
of our economic progress in this peried far exceeded not only that of the ol¢ Chins but 
also that of gany capitalist countries at the time. While this was to a leree extent 

@ue to the low level of development from which we started, such speed is certainly proof 
of the superiority of the socialist system. Of course, the level of our economic and 
cultural development is still far below that ef the sévanced industrial ané agricuiturel 
mations. At the end of 1964, acting on the suggestion of the party Central Committee 

and Comrade Mao Zedong, Comrade Zhou E'lai formally put forward to the whoele nation for 
the first time in his report on the work of the govermment delivered at the Third 
National People's Congress the grand concept of modernizing our agriculture, industry, 
national defence ond science and technology oy the end of this century. so that cur 
economy could take its plece in the front ranks of the world. However, owing to con- 
tinuous sabotage by Lin Biso and the ganz of four, the concept failed even to teke 

shape as « Getailed plan, to say nothing of being realized. At the Pourth National 
People's Congress in 1975. Comrade Zhou Enlai once again put forward this concept. and 
the gang of four once again rose in fierce opposition. throwing our economy inte serious 
Gisorder. They @id all they could to vilify and attack the ides of modernization. sllez- 
ing thet “capitalism will be restored the day the four modernizations are realized.” Thus 
it is clear that we could not really effect the shift of emphasis in our work ané embark 
on the four modernizetions without first smashing the gang of four, crushing the counter- 
revolutionary forces of Lin Biseo and the gang and liquidsting their ultra-left line. 


In the present period and for a considerably lorg time to come systematic and planned 
socialist modernization will be our main task. Whether we succeed or fail in our 
endesvour to modernize China by the end of the century will decide the future of our 
country ond people. Led by the “iinese Communist Party and by the crest leader Comrade 
Mao Tedong and his clese comrades-in-arms Comrade Zhou Enlai and Zhu De and other veteran 
proleta sian revolutionaries, the people of a11 our nationalities have, through more than 
helf a century of ar@uous efforts and heroic sacrifices, carried out first the new- 
democratic revolution and then the socialist revolution. The fundamental aim has been 
to liberate the forces of pro@uction from the sheckles of imperialism, feudalisa, capitel- 
ism and the system of small-scale production and to expedite their grovth so as to turn 
China inte a modern, powerful socialist country and bring about steady improvement in the 
material and culturel life of the whole nation. Almost thirty years have passed since 
the founding of the People's Republic, yet to this day the superiority of socialism has 
not been consistently and effectively brought inte play and we have achieved far less 
than we should have. 











This hus been Gue mainly te sabotage by Lin Biao amé the game of four cut there vere 
utse errors in tise guidamce of cur work st ome time cr amother. Such tine has deen lest 
<3 we sust cpeedily make uw for it, se hive fim lly created the intern:sl apd external 
conditions faversable for rapid, pesceful com truction, Lf we do not make goed use of 
this precious, hard-won opportunity, go 111 out and @o everything possible te speed up 
socialist moderuization, our gemeration will be umworthy of cur country and pecple. We 
will Rave failed in our Guty tc che cause of socialis= in Chins and the worla, te our 
revolutionary martyrs and to posterity. 


tus the realization of de four modernizations, sid stability and unity, is in the 
fundamental interests of tie people of all our matiomalities. It is : matter which affects 
the well-Deima of the whole mation; it ts the supreme political tas< ‘or the present and 
for a comsidgeratle time to come, I believe that the current session <f the National 
People's Comgress will surely help to molilize and unite the people of the whole country 
te work with one heart and cimtridute their utmost to the plammed fulfilment of this 
historic task. 


At this point it is necessary to say 2 few words about the :lass situation and class 
struggle in Chima, a topic of comern to all. Practice snows irrefutabdly that in our 
country (except for Taiwan) the feudai and capitalist systems of exploitation have been 
abolished and the syzten of small-scale prodguction has been transfermed through 
appropriate and reasomable measures favoured by the vast sajority of the people, and 
that the socialist system, having undergone rigorous tests, has finally become firnly 
established. As classes the landlords and the rich peasants have ceased to exist. For 
historical reasons, the capitalis*. «! cur country constitute a part of the people. 

Our govermment adopted a correct slic. «f buying them out and successfully tcansformed 
the sspitalist industry and correrce, The capitalists no longer exist as a class. After 
nearly thirty years of struggle 1 *fcstion, most members of there classes whe are 
able to work have been transforme. ..te working people earning their cvwn living in 
socialist society. The masters of socialist society are the socialist workers, peasants 
ane intellectuals and ti: -cse other patriots who support socialism. There are contradictions 
of one sort or another among them out no conflict of fundamental interests, and the 
tuilding and growth of socialism is to their common advantage. All this is the histesic 
victory we have won, ond it is an in@isputadle, objective fact. Of course, there are 
still counterrevolutionsaries and enemy agents, criminals and political degenerate: no 
s@1 fously disrupt socialist public order, and new exploiters such as grafters, extessiers 
am speculators. PRenmmantc of the gam of four and of the old exploiting classes including 
th» few umrefermed landlords and rich pessants will persist in their reactionary stands 
and carry on anti-socialist activities in the political and economic spheres. Whit 

is more, class struggle at home is closely commected with class enemies of all Kincs in 
China for a lome tine to come, and we must exercise proletarian dictatorship over then, 
Although they are few in mumber, we aust under “© cireumstance relax our vigilance or 
lower our guard, Within the ranks of the people, the influence of bourgeois and feudal 
ideologies will continue for a long time. In face of these influences we must engage 

in lome-term struggle and education, While carrying out the four soder izations, 
boosting our productive forces and raising labour productivity, we must contime te 

wage class struggle economically, politically and tedologicaliy in correct ways so that 
"4t will be impossible for the bourgeoisie to exist, or for a new bourgeoisie to arise.” 
This, too, is an indisputable, objective fact. Starting from these two bande facts we 
maintain that we should uphold the following principles: 





First. we recognize both that class struggle has not yet come to an end anc that at 
the same time there is no longer any need for large-scale and turbulent class struggle 
waged by the masses, and therefore we should not try to wage such a struggle in the 
future. Both the view that class struggle has died out and the view that it should 
be magnified are at variance with objective reality at the present stage and conse- 
quently go against the wishes of the people of the whole country. According to 
Comrade Mao Zedong's teachings, the basic contradictions in socialist society are 
still those between the relations of production and the productive forces and between 
the superstructure and the economic base. ‘They are, however, fundamentally different 
in character and have different features from the contradictions between the relations 
of production and the productive forces and between the superstructure and the economic 
base in the old societies. Under socialism, our fundamental task has shifted fram 
liberating the procuctive forces to protecting and developing them under the new 
relations of production. The aim of the dictatorship of the proletariat is to safe- 
guard the peaceful labour of our people as they strive to make China a powerful 
socialist country with modern agriculture, industry, national defence and 

technology. The present level of our productive forces is very low and falls far 
short of the needs of the pecple and the country. The realization of the four modern- 
izations by the end of the century, the raising of our present low level of product- 
ivity to that befitting a modern nation and the consequent transformation of those 
parts of our present relations of production and superstructure which hamper modern- 
ization and the e~adication of all old habits detrimental to it--these ccnstitute the 
principal contradiction to be resolved, the central task to be verformed by our entire 
people at the prese:t stage to perform this central task, we must perserve in the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and in class struggle. But class struggle is no 
longer the principal contradiction in our society, in waging it we must centre around 
and serve the central task of socialist modernization. Of course in promoting socialist 
modernization the ultimate aim is to realize the great communist ideal of "from each 
according to his ability, to each eccording to his needs." I don't think there is any 
doubt on this score among the deputies present here. 


Second, we recognize that in socialist society there are contradictions between the 
enemy and the people as well as among the people themselves and that these two kinds 

of contradictions must be rigorously differentiated and correctly handled. Contra- 
dictions between the enemy and the people are resolved by means of dictatorship while 
those in the ranks of the people are resolved by democratic means, through unity-- 
criticism--unity. In the handling of either kind we must rely fully on the masses 

and abide strictly by the socialist legal system. Thus we shall be able to preserve 
revolutionary order--stability and unity--for a long time and prevent chaos which would 
hamper socialist modernization. Comrade Hao Zedong held that except for special, 

local and temporary instances, contradictions in socialist society, unlike those in 
capitalist society, do not find expression in acute antagonisms and conflicts but can 
be resolved by the socialist system itself. To bring the superiority of the socialist 
system into full play we must strive to raise the political consciousness of the people, 
and of the youth in particular, raise their level of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong 
Thought, and promote socialist democracy and strengthen the socialist legal system. 








All this we mist do, and certainly can do. For tiie masters of our country and society, 
that is, the people and most of the working persommel entrusted by them with various 
responsibilities, including old, middle-azed and young, have acquired experience in many 
fields after having undergone the vicissitudes of the oid society and the new. They 
krow where the fundamental interests of their country lie and how these can be promoted 
and defended, They know too where the fundamental dangers lie and how these can be 
avoided or averted. We shall contime to improve and consolidate the socialist state 
system and the political system of democratic centralism, so that no minority will ever 
be able, by any means, to impose their will on the majrrity but will have to obey the 
majority and submit te their interests and will. Strua_les over the past decade have 
shown that the four modernizations constitute the supreme interest of our country at the 
present stage and represent the unsahakable will of our people and youth, and that no 
force whatsoever can stop us and the next generation from working unswervingly to promote 
and defend the great cause of socialist modernization, 


II, Win the First Battle for the Four Modernizations 


Since the third plenary session of the eleventh Central Committee of the Chinese Communist 
Party, the State Council has made an over-all analysis of our economic constructidn and 
concluded that, on the basis of the solid achievements in economic recovery and growth 
during the past two years and more, the country should devote the three years beginning 
from 1979, to readjusting, restructuring, consolidating and improving the national economy 
in order to bring it, step by step, onto the path of sustained, vroportionate and high- 
speed development. This is the first battle for the four modernizations which we must 
fight, following the decision to shift the focus of our work to socialist modernization, 
We must win this battle, 


To modernize agriculture, industry, national defence and science and technology in a 

big country like ours with over 900 million people is a highly complex and difficult 
task. Further strengthening of the groundwork is an important pre-condition for smooth 
development later. Sustained effort over tne years since the birth of the People's 
Republic has laid down the foundations for our industry. Much has also been done to 
develop agriculture in our country with its large population and limited arable land. 
The work of recovery and development in the previous two years has yielded results far 
in excess of our expectations, But the grave effects of the sabotage by Lin Bilao and 
the gang of four cannot be eliminated in a short period, We did not take this into 

full account and some of the measures we adopted were not sufficiently prudent. The 
main problem now facing us is that our agricultural expansion cannot as yet keep up 

with the needs of industrial development, and at times cannot even keep up with the 
demands of a growing population, Many important products of the light and textile 
industries are insufficient in quantity, poor in quality and limited in variety, so 
there are not enough marketable goods, Although the coal, petroleum and power industries 
and the transport and communications services have grown ct a relatively swift pace, 
they still lag behind what is required by our expanding economy, Co-ordination within 
and between industrial departments is lacking in many respects. In capital construction, 
far too many projects are being undertaken at the same time and many will not contribute 
to our production capacity for years. There are obvious shortcomings in the structure 
of our economic and enterprise management which seriously dampen the enthusiasm of their 
workers and staff, and of the enterprises, localities and central departments as a whole, 








These shortcomings also hinder us from making better use of our manpower, equipment 
and circulating funds. Taking the country as a whole, 43 percent of our major 
industrial products turned out by key enterprises have yet to reach the best quality 
levels previously attained. and 55 percent have still to match the lowest past levels 
of consumption of raw and semi-finished materials. Twenty-four percent of our state 
industrial enterprises are run at varying degrees of loss. The facts just cited make 
it absolutely necessary that we concentrate our efforts within these three years on 
readjusting, restructuring, consolidating and improving our economy. 


By readjustment we mean making conscientious efforts to rectify the serious disproport ios 
in our economy caused by long years of interference and sabotage by Lin Biao and the gang 
of four, to bring about relatively good co-ordination in the growth of agriculture and 
light and heavy incustries and of the various industrial branches, and to maintain a 
proper ratio between accumulation aad consumption. Readjustment, restructuring, 
consolidation and improvement are interrelated and mutually complementary. But today 

it is readjustment that is crucial for the economy as a whole. For the three years of 
readjustment, we have set these major aims: (1) To achieve a relative correspondence 
between the growth of grain production and other farm and side-line production on the 
one hand and that of population and of industry on the other. (2) To achieve a 
growth-rate for the light and textile industries equal to or slightly greater than that 
of the heavy industry; to bring increases in major products of the light and textile 
industries into general correspondence with the rise of domestic purchasing power while 
greatly increasing exports. (3) To alleviate the current tense situation in the 

fuel and power industries and the transport and communications services by increasing 
production and practising economy. While increasing production in the metallurgicai, 
machine-building, chemical and other heavy industries, to put the emphasis on better 
quality and more variety. (4) To resolutely narrow the scope of capital construction, 
concentrate our forces on major projects, improve their quality, reduce cost and shorten 
construction periods. (5) To bring about, on the basis of rising production, a 

further increase in the average income of all peasants from the collectives, and in the 
average wage of all non-agricultural workers and staff. 


By restructuring we mean an over-all reform of the structure of economic management, 
carried out firmly and step by step. The trouble with the present structure is that 

in many areas and in varying degrees it violates objective economic laws. In the fields 
of production and circulation, in commodity production it overlooks the law of value, 
and in distribution it fails to implement properly the principle of "to each according 
to his work." 


After exploration, experiment and practice over the coming three years, we must formulate 
a series of measures which will give industrial, agricultural, transport and commni- 
cations and commercial enterprises the necessary power to make their own decisions and 
take initiatives in production and management in accordance with the needs of society, 

so that production will be closely linked on the one hand with supplies of raw and 
semi-finished materials and on the other with the marketing of their products, thus 
correcting the dislocations between supply, production and marketing. The principle 
"from each according to his ability, to each according to his work," must be effect- 
ively implemented. 
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The earnings of an enterprise and the income of its workers and staff must be com- 
mensurate with their contribution to the state. The egalitarian tendency in which 

no distinction is made between those who do 2 good job or 2a poor one and between those 
who do more work or less, must be resolutely checked. Various specialized companies 
and complexes of an entrepreneurial nature must be formed in a planned way after due 
preparation so as gradually to change the present backward state of many enterprises 
which, whether "big and all-embracing" or “small but all-embracing,"” are ecomomically 
very inefficient, and gradually to change the out-of-date way of running the economy 
by many adminitrative organs that are unwieldy, overlapping and inefficieni. Lastly, 
under unified leadership by the central authorities, the local authorities must be 
given greater powers in plarmming, capital construction, finance, materials and foreign 
trade so that they can play their part in the development of the national economy in 
ways suited to local conditions and in conformity with the requirements of socialized 
mass production and the principle of economic efficiency. Thus, the relations of 
production can become better suited to the needs of the growing productive forces, the 
superstructure to the needs of the economic base, and the superiority of the socialist 
system can be exploited to better advantage, 


By consolidation we mean 2 resolute and effective shake-up in the existing cnterprises, 
and especially those in which management is in confusion, To realize the four moderni- 
zations, new enterprises must certainly be built. But we must rely mainly on tapping 
the potential of the large numbers of existing enterprises, renovating and transforming 
them and enabling them to reach or approach modern standards, Let there be no wavering 
on this point. To this end, we must make a big effort to put existing enterprises in 
order. Within three years, each enterprise should have a leading body which is strong 
politically amd vocationally and which includes technical experts who can really play 
their role; it should resolutely put into force a system whereby the director of a 
factory takes responsibility for production under the leadership of the party committee, 
so that both inname and in fact he really becomes the chief administrator directing 
production in the whole factory. We should restore and perfect those rules and regulations. 
adopted since the founding of the people's republic, which have all along proved 
effective. We should ensure a system of clearly defined job responsibility for every 
one from the top down in every enterprise, so that there is a person responsible for 
each link in the production process, and production and operation will be organized along 
rational, efficient and civilized lines. Unified national laws and rules governing 
enterprises should be successively enacted in the light of the experience and demands 

of the new period, Every locality and department must make concrete demands for 
rectification, with time limits on those enterprises which have failed in their manage- 
ment. If they fail to rectify well within the stated period, the leading bodies of those 
enterprises must be resolutely reorganized, Badly-managed enterprises which have shown 
deficits over a long period should reverse the situation and turn from deficits to profit 
within a year or must stop operation and undergo a shake-up; they will get no subsidies 
from the government or credits from the bank. We must see to it that after such con- 
solidation all enterprises which have made a poor showing reach or surpass their previous 
best performance both economically and technically, Only in this way can our fairly 
large contingent of enterprises, built up through thirty years of hard work, fulfil the 
earnest expectations of the country and people, and lend real strength to our drive to 
realize the four modernizations. 


ll 











By improvement we mean raising as mich as possible the levels cof production, technology 
amd management. We shall see tc it that those already running properly, includim indus- 
trial, construction, transport and communications, agricultural, forestry, animal hus- 
bamiry, fisheries, commercial and various service trade enterprises, take a big step 
toward modern standards, that is, to improve the quality of their products or services, 
develop new products, increase variety, reduce waste and consumption of material, raise 
labour productivity and make more effective use of capital. We shall see to it that 
economic managerial organizations at various levels, amd persons working in this sphere, 
greatly improve their ability to organize and direct socialized mass production, raise 
their level of scientific management and vocational skills, amid strive to become in due 
course experts in their own jobs, In three years, by learning from foreign countries, 
importing technology, ami exerting our own efforts in innovation and invention, we should 
enable a mumber of enterprises in the main branches of the economy to adopt the world's 
advanced technology and employ it in key areas of production, In branches essential to 
the national economy and the people's livelihood, we shall build up a mumber of model 
enterprises that can set the pace in adopting modern management methods. In this way, 
our people will be able to see for themselves in real life the step-by-step moderniza- 
tion of more and more enterprises and its tangible results. This will pave the way for 
popularization and further improvement on a nation-wide scale, 


It can thus be seen that the policy of readjustment, restructuring, consolidation and 
improvement is a necessary amd entirely positive key policy to ensure China's steady 
modernization, Along with this policy, we shall carry out the policy already adopted of 
actively importing advanced technology and making use of funds from abroad, The view 
that this policy of readjustment is a negative retreat and the view that its implementa- 
tion will lead to a termzation of the importation of advanced technology are both wrong 
through amd through, To do in three years all that is required by our policy will make 
extremely exacting demands on us, After this session the State Council will work out 
programmes for implementation one by one, make a determined and systematic effort to 
properly organize all our forces amd go forward unswervingly towards our goal, striving 
for all-round victory in this major battle on our new Long March, Once this battle is 
won, we shall have relatively favourable conditions for gradually moving our economy onto 
the path of high-speed ani proportionate development, 


The State Council holds that, in the light of the above policy, our main task in develop- 
ing the economy is to do successfully the following ten things: 


Pirst, uphold the guiding idea of taking agriculture as the foundation of our economy and 
concentrate effort on raising agricultural production, Agriculture is the foundation of 
our economy. If agriculture is gradually modernized in ways appropriate to the actual 
comitions of our country, it will provide a great deal of commodity grain, meat and 
other nonestaple foods for China's urban and industrial population and an ever increasing 
quantity of cash crops and other raw materials for the light and textile industries and 
for domestic and foreign markets, and it will provide industry as a whole with a vast 

amd ever more flourishing market, Furthermore, agriculture, industry and science, and 
technology will become more and more mutually supportive and move forward complementing 
each other, 
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For the step-by-step modernization of our agriculture, we should first of all bring into 
full play the initiative and creative spirit of our 800 million peasants and the superi- 
ority of the collective economy, continue to promote the spirit of selfweliance and hard 
work, and strive for sustained big increases in agricultural output. Liquidation of the 
pernicious influence of the ultra-left lime of Lin Biao and the gang of four should go 
on; the three-level omership by the commume, the production brigade and the production 
team, with the production team as the basic accounting unit, should be stabilized; the 
rights of owmership and of decisionmaking by these three levels shou'd be respected 
and protected; various systems of responsibility which suit local conditions, promote 
production and strengthen the collective economy should be introduced; the principle 
"from each according to his ability, to each according to his work" should be strictly 
enfwrced; commune members should be allowed to farm small plots for personal needs and 
go in for household side-line production; and legitimate trade at village fairs should 
be permitted, Practice over the years has shown that these basic policies meet the 
aspirations and interests of the peasants and help to bi »5t the productive forces in 
agriculture, Hence, the State Council is of the view that they should remain unchanged 
for a long period and be enforced without fail throughout the country, allowing of no 
violation, While upholding these rural policies, the government will increase agri- 
cultural investments and credits, appropriately raise purchase prices of farm and side- 
line products, reduce or remit the agricultural tax in places where economic conditions 
are poor and reduce or remit the tax on enterprises run by commumes, reduction brigades 
and production teams, 


It will also give greater material and tec.nical sup)ort to agriculture, develop agro- 
scientific research and popularize agro-technique, continue to promote the mechanization 
of farming, and speed up the building of commodity-grain production bases, state farms, 
forestry centres, livestock farms and fishing grounds, The proportion of government 
investment in agriculture has increased from 10,7 percent in 1978 to 14 percent for 
1979, and counting all other funds used in agriculture, the total figure comes to 17,4 
billion yuai, Appropriate increases are also expected in the next two years, Agri- 
cultural departments at all levels, and rural communes, production brigades and produc - 
tion teams should strive to improve management so that the funds and materials for 
agriculture can be put to good use, with the best results, 


Never have China's severai hundred million peasants shown such enthusiasm for production, 
Now is the time to act and we should strengthen our organizational leadership and do a 
good job of planning agricultural development at the commune level and above, The State 
Council has already initiated a general survey of the country's agricultural resources 
and a study of regional programmes for agricultural expansion, All county governments 
should undertake to guide and spur the people's communes, production brigades and pro- 
duction teams to work out plans for the gradual modernization of commune farming, 
forestry, animal husbandry and fisherie:, This should be done in accordance with local 
conditions,and through democratic discussion by the commune members, On this basis, 
county, provincial and national programmes for agricultural modernization will be 
formulated successively through the striking of an over-all balance and, with the co- 
operation of the departments concerned, will be implemented step by step and in a down- 
towearth manner, 
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We must forge ahead with farmland capital construction, increase the acreage vith high 
and stable yields, and reclaim wasteland in a planned way; promote afforestation every- 
where and effectively protect and rationally exploit lumber resourees; open up and 
develop pastures and improve livestoc* breeds; protect aquatic resources and develop 
marine fisheries and sea- and fresh-water breeding; adopt varied means suited to locai 
conditions to spread the rural use of methane gas; utilize local resources fully and in 
accordance with the principle of economic rationality and promote enterprises rum by 
communes, production brigades and production teams so as to bring about a general up- 
surge in farming, forestry, animal husbandry, side-line occupations and fisheries. In 
this way, agriculture, the foundation of the national economy, will be more rapidly 
strengthened, and our 800 million peasants will become well-off more quickly. 


After its trial application, the regulations conceming the work in the rural people's 
communes (preliminary draft) will be submitted to the third session of the Fifth National 
People's Congress for examination and adoption in 1980. 


Second, adopt resolute and effective measures to speed up the growth of light and textile 
industries. Light and textile industries require relatively small investment and bring 
quick returms. Their expansion can satisfy the daily need: of the people and of foreign 
trade and accumulate funds for modemization. We must take *2solute and effective measures 
to change their present backward state. Supply of fuel, power and raw and semi-finished 
materials necessary for their production must be guaranteec. In 1979, the state has 
increased the proportion of its investment in these industries and has allotted more 
foreign exchange for their growth, and there will be suitable increases in the future. 
The light and textile industries should make the mst of these funds to get the best 
results. The construction of key modem enterprises in these industries must be stepped 
up and they must go into operation on schedule. Meanwhile, greater efforts must be 
made to renovate and transform existing enterprises, tap potentials, raise production, 
improve quality and increase variety. We must strive to tum out large numbers of top- 
quality, brand-name products to meet market needs at home and abroad. We must give 
stronger leadership t« the handicraft industries and bring into full play their role in 
taking goods for daily use, as well as art-handicraft products. Many heavy industrial 
enterprises, while redoubling their efforts to provide increasing amounts of equipment 
and raw and semi-finished materials for iight industry, should make use of all avail- 
able conditions to tum out high-quality articles of daily use which the domestic and 
foreign markets require, After producing military supplies of the required quality and 
quantity, the defence industries should also strive to tum out more products for 
civilian use, especially consumer durables, ° 


Third, effectively overcome the weak links in our economy: the coal, petroleum and 
power industries, transport and communicatios services, and building material industry. 
in order to make good the acute shortages in fuel and power supply as soon as possible, 
we must ensure that increases in production go hand in hand with thrifty use. The coal 
industry must overcome the present teasion or even imbalance between excavation and 
tunnelling in some coal pits, do a good job of technical transformation of existing 
pits and speed up the construction of new ones. 


14 





In the petroleum industry, geological survey and prospecting must be stepped up and more 
©il deposits found so as to maintain a rational balamce between extraction and reserves. 
In the power industry, existing generating installations must be supplemented and 
equipment improved, the building of new power stations must be hastened, and, besides 

the building of thermal power stations, more hydro-power stations must be built. All 
industries and trades, on their part, must reduce consumption of material, save energy 
and put an end to waste. This is, and will be for some years, the most important and 
surest means of removing the pressure on fuel and power supplies. Every means should 

be used to get the best results resolutely and promptly, with careful calculation and 
strict budgeting, and with appropriate rewards and penalties. The government will enact 
unified regulations concerning the allocation and supply of electricity, and plans to 
formulate as soon as possible am energy act. According to a rough estimate by the depart- 
ments concerned, our industrial enterprises and transport and communications services 
waste about 20-30 billicn kwh of electricity and tens of millions of tons of coal each 
year. We now call on all regions and departments to save 2-3 percent of the coal and 
clectricity and 5-10 percent of the petrol allotted to enterprises this year. This can 
certainly be done if we make the effort. The State Council requires that planning 
commissions at all levels size up, strictly and responsibly, the supply situation in 

fuel, power, raw and semi-finished materials, strictly review and control the setting 

up of new enterprises ;and firmly halt the operation of those enterprises whict. producing 
low-quality, overcostly or unwanted goods, have long remained in the red, This will 
enable those enterprises which produce urgently-needed, good-quality, low-cost products 
and yield large profits to operate at full capacity so that our limited amounts of fuel, 
power, raw amd semi-finished materials can be used rationally and more effectively. In 
transport and communications we must accelerate the technical transformation of the trunk 
railway lines to increase their carrying capacity; double our efforts to build new highways 
while transforming existing ones; speed up the construction or harbours; develop inland 
river transport; and strengthen the postal and telecommunications services, The building 
material industry must rapidly overcome its present backwardness, speed up growth and 

pay special attention to research in new building materials and their manufacture. 


Geological work, another weak link in the chain, should be in the van, Exertions should 
we made to carry out geological survey and general exploration and prospecting of 
mineral resources and achieve better results so as to find resources of all kinds and 
provide geological date for our modernization. 


In the metallurgical industry, the fluctuations and stagnation in iron and steel 
production, which had gone on for many years, were brought to an end in 1978. During 
the three years beginning from 1979, the stress should be on improving quality and 
increasing the variety and specifications, and earnest efforts should be made to improve 
smelting and rolling techniques, to produce more high-grade and alloy steels and to 
resolutely push the output of non-ferrous metals and steel products that are rare or in 
short supply. It is in these areas that the industry can make a greater contributicn 

to the state. 
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To meet the needs of the developing economy, the machine-building industry shoald do its 
utmost to produce more high-grede machinery--urgently needed by the state to equip agri- 
culture, light industry, the textile, mining, petroleum, power, metallurgical, chemical 
and building material indédustries--and to turn out more vehicles, ships, communiceticn 
equipment, precision machine tools, large lathes end other equipment, and spare parts 
and fittings. The electronics industry has an important role to play in modernization 
and therefore must de vigcrously developed. 


Pourth, resolutely curtail capital construction and try to get the best results from 
investment. We must rationally arrange the scale of capital construction to accord with 
our financial and resource capabilities, concentrating our forces tc sccelerate moderni- 
zation. All localities and departments should bear over-all interests in mind and 
resolutely halt projects not urgently needed et present or for which appropriate pre- 
conditions do not exist. ‘This will ensure that those projects urgently needed by the 
country can be built and g into operation on time. Pricrity should be given to the 
construction of key projects in agriculture, light industry, the fuel and power indus- 
tries, transport and communications and the building material and metallurgical indus- 
tries, and proper arrangements should be mde for construction in other sectors so that 
our economy will develop in a co-ordinated way. The siting of capital construction 
projects must follow a rational plan and maintain an over-@]]1 balance, for only thus can 
investment yield fairly good results; otherwise serious waste will cecur. When ectual 
comstruction on @ project begins, it must follow strict procedure. We must resolutely 
discard such erroneous practices as starting corstruction or even putting part of « 
project into operation before the whole design is completed. fwironmental protection 
must be taken irito account in the construction of new projects, and the pollution 
problems caused by existing enterprises mist be solved step by step. The vast army of 
workers and staff in capital construction should go all out, pool their wisdom and make 
concerted efforts to shorven building times, reduce construction costs and assure that all 
projects are completely up to required standards, and raise the proportion of increase 
in fixed assets to over-all investment. Units and individuals of outstanding achievement 
should be commended and rewarded. in short, we must overcome the serious waste in cur 
capital construction so that our investments in it, which came from the hard work of all 
our people, can play a full and great role in our modernization. 


Pifth, vigorously develop science, education and cultere and speed up the training of 
personnel for construction. Limited in number, to start with, the ranks of our scientists, 
technicians and economic managerial persommel were further reduced by the prolonged 
wrecking activities of Lic Blac and the gang of four to the extent that there is at 
present a serious shortage of qualified young people in these fields. As we accelerate 
economic construction, we must step up the development of science, education and culture. 
We must continue to restore and strengthen the main scientific research institutes, set 
up @ number of new ones, replenish the laboratories in a number of key universities an, 
while attaching importance to the study of basic theory, strive harder to solve pressing 
scientific and technological problems in our modernization programme. All economic de- 
partments and production enterprises should encourage technological innovations, develop 
scientific research and, provided it meets practical needs, adopt advanced technology 

in production and management to the greatest extent possible. 
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Intermediste and industrial experimentation and the spre ding of techmlogicsal benefits 
must be steppec up in a plammed way. Im education, we have done good work in the recti- 
fication of wiiversities and colleges in the past .“© years, and we must maske greater 
efforts to develop these institutions as vell a8 sen vr specialized institutes. As for 
second: ry school education, various types of vocational schools must be set up sccord- 
ing to plan to fill the urgent needs of many fields in our socialist construction. Such 
schools will also help solve the employmert problez for large cumbers of middle school 
graduates. It is very important to press on towards the elimination of illiteracy and 
the universalization of primary school education. These tesks vere on the voint of 
completion when sabotage by Lin Biso and the geng of four set them back many years. We 
must rely on the leaders an* se educational dep. tments of the provinces, municipali- 
ties and sutonomous regions to accively co-ordinste their efforts, overcome these 
difficulties in the way and pool vheir forces to accelerate the fulfilment of this tesk. 
Great sttention shoulé >e paid to expanding nurseries and kindergartens and promoting 
pre-school ed@ucetion. Schools ané colleges of all types and st ali levels must mske 

an effort to improve the quality of teaching. In the press, and in brosdcesting, tele- 
vision, publishing. libreries, museums, the arts and literature, health end physical 
culture, concerted plans for a new expansion must be worked out to meet our growing needs 
in so far as our financial and material resources allow. 


In order to raise the level of management and of technology in enterprises throughout 
tive country, and the scientific and cultural level of the whole nation /fascilities must 
be provided for everybody to take part in spsre-time educstional courses while continm- 
ing at their regular work, or even to leave their posts for a period to attend 
scientific-technological, economic managerial and cultursl courses. All departments 
and localities, and those enterprises which have the necessary conditions, should run 
various types of courses and study classes for the general training of all lesding 
cadres, managerial personnel and technicians in rotation. Cultures] studies and techni- 
cal training for workers and staff members must be stepped up at the same time. There 
must be strict examinations at the end of study or training and the results should serve 
6S an important crit+<iton for Judging the competence of treinees and whether they should 
i@ promoted or upgraded. This should be done in industry, transport and comsunicstions, 
anc capital construction and also in agriculture, commerce, science, education and culture. 


Sixth, continue to do a good job in importing technology, make active use of fwiés fron 
abroad and strive to expand exports. Economic exchanges between countries ani the is- 
port of technology sre indispensable major means by which countries develop their 
economy and technology. It 1s all the more necessary for developing countries to import 
advanced technology in a planned way in order to catch up with those economically deve- 
loped. In order to accelerate the four modernizations, while resolutely maintaining 
independence and self-reliance as our main premise, we must work hard to learn all thet 
is worthwhile from foreign countries, selectively import advanced technology of which 
we are urgently in need, and not wall our country off from international exchanges. 
Both in the three-year period of economic readju:tment and in subsequent years, we 
shall be taking energetic steps to develop foreign trade, expand economic co-operstion 
and technical exchange with foreig countries and employ various appropriate means, 
current in international practice, to absorb funds from abroad. 
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This is a firm, impertart policy of our goverment. The "Law of the People's Republic 
of Chins on Joint Ventures With Chinese and Poreig: Investments” h=s already been sub- 
mitted by the Standing Committee of the National Peorle'’s Congress to the current session 
for examination and approval, after which the State Council will work out regulstions 
and specific measures concerning the expansion of ecoremic and technological exchanges. 
What needs eughasizing is this’ Plemmed import of sé@vanced foreign techmolocy and the 
use of funds fren abroad Gd mot stand in contradiction to our country's policy of re- 
adjustment, restructuricr, censolidstion and iaprovement over the next three years; 
they play importent ceapletentary roles. We must do = good job of importing sévanced 
techmolegy in order to strengthen the weak links in our economy and transform and iz- 
prove our existing erterprises. If conducted in a rations] way, our co-operstion vith 
foreign cowtries in predaction technology, compensatory trede and joint investaent 
enterprises will promote the restructuring, consolidation and improvement of our enter- 
prises. In actively importing advanced techmolocy, of course, we must teke the precti- 
cal conditions in our own cowtry inte consideration, make over-all plans and proceed 
om the priority principle. “hile it is important to import the essential ccaplete sets 
of equipment, it is even more important to bring in advanced sanufsecturing technology 
ané skills. Under 311 circumstances, we must lsy stress on orgenizing vast mumbers of 
technicians and workers to study, assimilate and master advanced foreign technology. 
We must do a good job in Chins of manufacturing parts and accessories for imported 
equipmest and constantly raise our own ability to produce industrial equipment; we must 
try hard te combine learning from foreign experience with our own crestive effort. 
Only thus can we catch up vith and surpass the world's advanced levels. In order to 
import more advanced foreign technology. We must raise our ability te pay, and here 
the major and most reliable approach is a vigorous expansion of exports. The group in 
charge of import and export under the State Council and the Ministry of Foreign Trade 
mast supervise and help each and every departaent and locality to Grav up short-tera 
and long-term export plans, end must make conscientious efforts to brosden the variety 
of products, raise quality and improve design and packaging. Once « plan is maspped out. 
its implementation must be checked, and fulfilment as to quslity, quantity and tining 
must be guaranteed. At the same time, we should make a big effort to expand touriss. 


Seventh, adopt a resolute attitudeand take active and steady steps to reform the struc- 
ture of economic management. The restructuring of economic management concerns the 
national economy as a whole and is of enormous scope. On the basis of previous investi- 
gations and studies, the departments concerned under the State Council have produced 
initial drafts on several of the most urgent matters: Some trial measures for the en- 
largement of the power of decision of enterprises. trial reguletions concerning rewards 
and penalities for workers and staff, a preliminary programe for reform of the finan- 
cial system, regulations for the control of foreign trade and the sharing of foreig 
currency earnings, and measures for the step-by-step replecement of investment by bank 
credits in capitel construction. I hope our deputies will suggest improvements to 
these documents. After this sessian, these reform measures will be tried out in various 
areas and then revised and published by the State Council. 
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At the same time, the State Council and the provinces. mmicipalities end autenomous 
regions will organize the departments comcerned te carry out special investigations and 
studies on other matters relating to the restr.cturing of economic gsnagemett. trying 
out reform measures at selected points and then quickly devising prectical sessures. 


Eighth, preserve basic price stability; readfust those prices that are irretional, while 
strengthening price control. Prices must be kept tesically steble; otherwise, there 
will be chaos in the economic life of our country. But wherever called for, tinely 
readjustments should be made; otherwise production growth will be sdversely affected. 
Earlier this year, the State Council decided to reise the purchase prices of asin furan 
and side-line products such ss grain, cotton, ofl-bearing crops and pigs by as fairly 
big margin. This decision, which answered the longstending wishes of our 800 alfllion 
peasants, is certain te give a big and protracted boost to the development of sgri- 
culture, the improvement of market supplies end the repid grovth of the entire econouy. 
Prom the point of view of the situstion es a whole, this is beneficial to the wole 
mation. Though the purchase prices of farm and side-line products hseve been raised 
this year, the state has nonetheless tried its utmost to allocste funds for iaproving 
the livelihood of workers and staff and the urben populsetion in general. But since the 
state’s revermes are linited, the sums diverted for this purpose cannot be very large. 
These are the difficulties we face, and we hope our workers and staff ané other urbden 
inhabitants .111 uiderstand. After raising the purchase prices of farm and side-line 
pro@ucts, the selling prices of grain and edible ofl] have remsined unchanged, but there 
will be appropriate adjustments in th: prices for a mumber of other products in this 
category. The goverment will take necessary measures to incresse the income of the 
workers and staff, and except for « very few families whose livelihood will unaveidsadly 
be slightly effected for the time being because they here gore gouths to feed, the 
actual living stendards of the grest majority of workers ané steff end other urden in- 
habitents will not suffer. We must take grest care in these astters, for price fluctus- 
tions affect huge mumbers of families. The scope and range of price resajustaents must 
be strictly governed by the related regulations of the State Council. WM locality or 
Gepartment is allowed to @ its own way. Price control must be effective end incressing 
selling prices at will, or inflating them in disguised ways, is strictly forbidden. 


Ninth, raise the living standards of the people step by step as production rises. This 
year, the income of the rural people's communes, pro@uction brigedes. production tesms 
and the indfvidual pwxssants will increase by an estimated 15 billion yuan, as « result 
of higher purchase prices for farm and side-line products, reduction or remission of 
agricultural tax in some areas and expansion of agricultural preduction. This is 
histerically unprecedented and such « big increase in « single year will certainly boost 
the peasants! labour enthusiasm, but will also considerably increase the tesk of the 
inéustrial and commercial departments and barks in meeting their demands for gods. 
Thus, the communes, pro@uction brigades and production teams face the importent question 
of how tp guide the peasants in using this money judiciously and in « planned way so 
that it is turned into a motive force stimalating the sli-reound flourishing of the rurel 
socialist economy. 
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It is plammed that 4 part of the urban workers and staff will receive s raise in their 
wazes and salaries this year. ‘The reward systes will remsin in force, so that those 
worker, scientists, technicians and cadres who have done a good job and contributed 
more to the state will be encouraged with commendations and usterial rewards. Hovever, 
the handing out of bomuses without regard to merit must be corrected. The state will 
spend 3 billion yuan on building living quarters for workers and steff (exclusive of 
those constructed by enterprises themselves), and over 30 uillion square uetres of 
housing will be completed. locsl expenditures on developing public utilities. and 
cultural, e@ucetional, health and ether welfare undertakings vill alse increese as 
compared with last year. 


E=ployment is a prominent question at present. Secause of interference and sabotage by 
Lin Biso and the gam of four, economic and other development in the past decade has been 
Slow, and mow the people waiting for work outmumber the available jobs. The goverment 
is very mach concerned about their ezployment and livelihood and will uske appropriste 
arrangements in sccordamce with the principle of over-all consideration. It will try 
te multiply the opportunities for employment by efforts to develop handicrafts. repair 
and renovation services, commerce, service trades, fish breeding and poultry farning, 
restaurants, tourism, urban public ut.lities, parks and public gardening and other 
undertekings that are needed and feasible. so thst those waiting for jobs can be gredusl- 
ly and suitably pleced. This year's plan is to employ vver 7 alliion people in stete- 
owned or collective-owed units, and to allocate « certein smount cf funds to lerge «4 
medium-sized cities to rum service companies. Through many different ways. a1] those 
waiting for jobs will be organized in gue course for vocational training or lsebour 
service. Valuable experience has been gained in these respects in a mumber ef cities. 
and we should lose mo time in spreading it to other parts of the country. As to those 
schoo\-lesvers wi should @ to the countryside, further efforts should be muade to 
mobilize them to @, and the villages and other quarters concerned should mske suitebie 
arrangements for their well-being, teke « keen interest in their studies and heslthy 
growth, and earnestly encourage and help them to contribute their energies to building 
“wp our socialist countryside. 


This year the govermment has made a big effort to improve the livelihood of the 

and will continue to aaxe appropriate arrengements to this end in accordsnce with finan- 
cial ané material resources possibilities. We are still confronted with many 

culties, and the many problems affecting the people's livelihood wiich have sccumuleted 
over the years cammot be solved at one stroke. but only step by step as production 
rises. We are putting the situation before our fellow deputies and the whole nation, 
and we are sure all will respond with understanding. 


Tenth, continue to do a good job of family planning and effectively control population 
grovth. In the 1970's, we have done remarksebly well in bringing our population growth 
under control, yet the growth rate gust be brougit dow still further. Since there 
was = bigger grovth of population in the late 1950's and 1960's, the number of sen 

and women of marrisgeable age will alse show « marked rise in the last two decades of 
the century. 





Purther exertion in reducing our population govth rate in order to sccelerate the four 
mocernizations and foster the health and well-being of the whole nation is ef strategic 
importance, ancé there must be mo relaxstion in this effort. We must conscientiously 
carry owt {“eolegicsl, educational and technics] work es well as child care end health 
work throughout the country so that people can practise family plamming willingly. 
safely and effectively. Practical measures should >e taken to reward couples wo limit 
themselves to = single child and gre@ually to institute social insurance for aged people 
who are childless. In the countryside the systexz of fixing the smount of distributed 
grein accerding to age should be adhered to and in the urban areas suitable smessures in 
the allocation of housing end welfare of workers and staff should be sdepted so thit our 
social and ecomomic policies are con@ucive to family plaming. Correct seasures vill 
pro@uce desirable effects. The matural population grovth rate in Sichuan Prevince 
¢ropped from 29 per thousand in 1971 to 6.1 per thousand in 1978. while in Shanghai it 
fell from 7 per thousand to 5.1 per thouss:.¢. Their experience should be populsrized 
in all urdan and rural areas. This year, we must d everything we can to lower the 
country's population grovth rate to about 10 per thousand and we must continue te lower 
it year by year in the future. By 1985. it should dreo to 5 per thousand. 


In addition to work along the ten lines cited above, the tasks for consolidsting and 
imprvving our ecomomy, of course, must also be strictly carried out. 


Pellow deputies! Acting on the policy of readjustment, restructuring, consolidstion 

and improvement, the State Planning Commission has revised the plan worked out last 

year for developing the national economy in 1979. ‘The fulfilment and overfulfilsent 

of the 1979 plan is of special significance since it is the first year of shifting the 
focus of our work ané also the year of the 50th samulversary of the founding of our great 
socialist state. Let us all mobilize as one and immediately unfold nation-wide and in 
all tredes and professions, a broad and deep-ging movement to increase production and 
practise economy, with high output, fine quality. wide variety and Jcw ost as its out- 
Standing features. Let us also unfold mass movemer.s for a>'+..st lebour ssuletion end 
for the raising of proposclis for work improvement. Let us strive for the fulr*isent and 
overfulfilment of this yerr's plan. All regions. Separtments and enterprises must dé 
what they can to set clear targets and to adopt concrete measures to increase production 
ané practise economy. J: the movement to increase production and practise econony. 
leading govermment organs and leading cadres at a1] levels gust set the masses an example, 
strenethen ideological and political .ork, and lead the whole people in keeping up the 
@lorious traditions of plain living anc hard work and building the country throug: ¢i11i- 
gence ond thrift. They must lead them in emulating and fostering the revolutiomry érive 
ond self-reliant spirit pioneered by those hard-working trail-blazers, the people of Deqing 
and Dachai. They must emulate and foster the indomitable spirit of our heroes in the 
self-defensive counter-attack against the Vietramese agsressors, heroes who gave no 
quarter to the enemy, and who looked death in the face as they advanced and filled the 
breach left by fallen comrades. They must go 211 out and vie with one another to schieve 
top-notch results in the movement to increase production and practise economy and in the 
four modernizat io: . 
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All enterprises, establishments and administrative organs must promptly adopt every 
possible measure to practise economy and relentlessly combat such despicable exploiting 
class conduct as indulging in extravagance, waste and excessive feasting, giving parties 
and sending gifts to curry favour, ostentatious display and squandering state property. 


Besides striving to perform its current work in various fields of economic development, 
the State Council is carefully studying the practical experience gained in the past two 
years and the actual conditions in China, and is, where necessary, supplementing and 
amending the original draft outline of the ten-year plan. At the fourth session of the 
Fifth Wational People's Congress to be held in 1981, the State Council will put forward 
the sixth five-year plan for the development of the national economy (1981-1985) and 
submit it for examination and approval. By that time, we believe, we shall be able to 
announce that the task of readjusting, restructuring, consolidating and improving the 
national economy has been crowned with triumph, and that our economy can develop more 
steadily and rapidly from then on. 


- III, Strengthen Socialist Democracy and the Socialist Legal System 


Strengthening of our socialist democracy and socialist legal system is urgently needed 

for the sake of consolidating the socialist state system which is led by the working 

Class and has as its masters the entire working people, for the sake of solidifying the 
political foundation on which the country can carry out socialist modernization in 
stability and unity, for the sake of bringing into full play the enthusiasm and initiative 
of our whol: reopl< in modernization and for the sake of ensuring that there are no 
further serious loopholes in our political system which can be taken auvantage of by 
conspirators like Lin Bilao and the gang of four in their attempts at counter-revolutionary 
restoration. 


Socialist democracy is first of all a question of the state system in socialist countries. 
Socialist democracy, or people's democracy, implies that the entire people wield supreme 
power of running the country on the basis of the rights of owmership and disposal which 
they exercise in various forms over the means of producti 1. This is an unshakable 
socialist political principle. Deviation from this basic principle is sabotage of the 
socialist state. We call the four modernizations China's socialist modernization be- 
cause we are modernizing agriculture, industry, national defence and science and techno- 
logy under socialism and not capitalism. Therefore, as a social process, our moderniza- 
tion in its aim, course, procedure and method has the hallmarks of socialism and, first 
of all, socialist democracy. That is to say, our modernizaticn is inseparable from the 
needs, interests, wishes and efforts of the broad masses of the reople. The Central 
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party calls on the whole nation to uphold the four 
fundamental principles in the course of modernization, namely, to keep to the socialist 
road, to the dictatorship of the proletariat, to the leadership of the Communist Party 
and to Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. None of these four principles can do with- 
out socialist democracy. Without a high degree of political democracy, without the 
pootiig of the wisdom and efforts of the masses on the basis of such democracy, and 
without a high degree of such centralization as is necessary on this basis, there can 
bs no sustained and proportionate development of the socialist economy at top speed and 
no four modernizations. 
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Only with full democracy can the people emancipate their minds, feel at ease arid, as 
masters of their country, display 2 sense of responsibility, initiative, creative 
spirit, dedication and self-sacrifice. Only with full democracy will they generate 

the drive to study and solve the various problems of the national economy, to put for- 
ward every kind of practical and imaginative proposal and strive unremittingly to carry 
them out, and to make important innovations, inventions and discoveries which require 
great perseverance, so that our economy and culture can move rapidly forward. Only with 
full democracy can the masses criticize and supervise leading bodies and leading cadres 
SO as to overcome bureaucracy and conservatism, promptly expose political degenerates, 
grafters and embezzlers, counter-revolutionaries and criminals, and consolidate the 
socialist cause and the socialist state. In short, the more socialist democracy develops, 
the better can modernization be achievec, and the more the cause of modernization 
advances and the higher the economic and cultural standards of society and the level of 
the people's political consciousness become, the healthier socialist democracy will be. 


Since the first session of the Fifth National People's Congress, we have adopted a 
series of measures to strengthen democracy and the legal system. Not only have we 
removed most of the hard-core elements of the factional formations of the gang of four 
who rode roughshod over the people, we have also initiated the election of leaders at 
the grass-roots level in enterprises and establishments so that the democratic rights 
of the working people in managing state affairs and economic and cultural undertakings 
are teing gradually expanded. We are striving to carry out the mass line in all fields 
of work, to promote the people's freedom of speech and to heed suggestions from various 
Quarters and criticisms made responsibily and based on strong evidence and give them 
publicity in the press. We are strengthening the work of attending to the letters and 
visits from the masses and encourage the people to supervise the work of the govern- 
ment and its cadres at every level. As you all know, the drafting of laws which con- 
cerns the whole people is being speeded up under the sponsorship of the Standing Conm- 
mittee of the National People's Congress. The present session of the congress will 
discuss and adopt several important laws. After their promulgation the government 
personnel at all levels must uphold and resolutely enforce them. Moreover, the various 
government departments and local governments have been issuing certain rules and regula- 
tions in accordance with the spirit of the constitution and the law and will continue 
to do so. 


It should be admitted, however, that our country has a long feudal tradition and is 
relatively backward economically and culturally and that in the pest we did not do 
enough to appropriately publicize and practise democracy. Moreover, there are jefects 
in our rules and regulaltions. In these circumstances autocracy, bureaucracy, love of 
privilege, the patriarchal style of work and anarchism are apt to spread. It was pre- 
cisely this that gave an opening to conspirators like Lin Biao and the gang of four to 
usurp state power. Although they have been overthrown, their pernicious influence, as 
shown particularly in factional and anarchic tendencies, must not be underestimated. 
Grave defects in the structure and methods of our management still exist. In some 
regions and departments, the enthusiasm and initiative of the people are still held in 
check to varying degrees. Their democratic rights, freedom of the person and legitimate 
economic rights and interests are not always secure, and actions detrimental to 
socialist politics and economy and to the people's democratic rights and democratic 
centralism are sometimes not effectively restrained and investigated. 
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All this shows that we still have to make tremendous efforts before socialist democracy 
is given full play and becomes institutionalized and embodied in laws, public order and 
Giscipline. Since political democracy is essential to the four mdernizations, it is 
our long-term plicy to steadily expand and foster democracy and strengthen democratic 
centgyelism as we develop production and raise the standards of the people's material 
and cultural life, a policy which our goverrmment and cadres at all levels should un- 
swervingly follow. 


As far as government work is concerned, the expansion and fostering of socialist 
democracy means above all that leading cadres at all levels must genuinely understand 
that the people are the masters of the country while they themselves are only public 
servants whose task is to serve the people's interests by properly exercising the powers 
entrusted to them. The four modernizations are something entirely new. In order to 
make fewer mistakes and minimize damage to the interests of the country and the people, 
it is particularly necessary that we fimly act on Comrade Mao Zedong's teaching: "Shed 
the ugly mantle of pretentiousness and become a willing pupil." Every level of govern- 
ment must respect the masses and trust and rely on them end provide the political and 
material conditions for the people to exercise their rights to manage state affairs 
through various channels and means. We must hold ourselves responsible to the p»sople's 
congresses at all levels, report to them regularly on our work, listen attentively to 
criticisms and suggestions from the people's deputies and give considered explanations 
and answers to their questionings. Governments at various levels must provide all 
possible facilities to ensure that the people's deputies can effectively perform their 
duties, such as making inspection tours and gathering the voters opinions on government 
work. It is absolutely impermissible to conceal information from people's deputies or 
to lie to them. In regard to important decisions and important tasks in its day-to-day 
work, every government department, enterprise and establishment must try to pool the 
wisdom of the masses, gather rationalization proposals from all quarters and give parti- 
cular attention to the role of those with expert knowledge and technical knowhow. 


A draft of the organic law of the local people's congresses and local people's govern- 
ments of the People's Republic of China, submitted by the Standing Committee of the 
National People's Congress, shall be examined at the present session. The implementation 
of this organic law is an important measure towards the broadening and developing of 
socialist democracy. The establishment of Standing Committees of the local people's 
congresses at the county level and above will not only greatly enhance the role of the 
local people's congresses at all levels, but greatly strengthen control and supervision 
ever the local governments by the people. The change of the local revolutionary com- 
mittees into local people's governments will substantially improve the independent work 
of all the local administrative organs. Following adoption of this organic law by the 
present session after deliberation, the local govermments at all levels should carry out 
reorganization speedily in accordance with the resolution. During reorganization, the 
administrative structure must be simplified and the responsibilities of every post 
clearly defined so as to bring about much higher efficiency in our work. 


In order to extend and foster socialist democracy, governments at all levels must attach 
great importance to raising the status of our minority natiorelities and safeguarding and 
giving effect to their democratic rights. 
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Lin Biao and the gang of four committed many grave crimes against the minority nation- 
alities and were responsible for many appalling cases of people being unjustly, falsely 
and wrongly charged or sentenced. Although most of these have now been redressed, we 
still need to work hard to heal quickly the wounds of the past, conduct a general and 
deep-going re-education in policies on the nationalities, and effectively strengthen the 
unity of our nationalities. Leading cadres in the minority nationality areas, and 
particularly leading cadres of Han nationality, must resolutely implement the policies 
of our party and govermment on the nationalities and religion, respect the customs and 
folk-ways of the minority nationalities, foster and promote cadres from among the 
nationalities and do all they can to bring about speedy recovery and growth in the 
economy and culture in these areas. 


In order to extend and foster socialist democracy, governments at all levels must also 
attach great importance to elevating the status of women and youth and safeguarding and 
giving effect to their rights, and particularly the right to equal pay for equal work. 
Close attention should be given to constantly promoting outstanding women and young 
people of positions of leadership at all levels. Due to sabotage by Lin Biao and the 
gang of four, there are shortages in varying degrees of younger cadres quzlified for 
leading posts. Therefore, it is a most pressing task for governments at all levels to 
stress the training and promotion of young and middle-aged cadres. 


In order to extend and foster socialist democracy, governments at all levels must, more- 
over, attach great importance to strengthening democracy in the administrative departments 
and enterprises and establishments. We should introduce a system of workers! congress 

in enterprises, where leading personnel should make reports on work to the congress at 
regular intervals and listen to its view. We should popularize and improve the sy:item 

of electing cadres. Leading members should be elected by the masses not only in ttie 
rural people's comiunes, but gradually at the basic levels in enterprises and est-blish- 
ments such as factories, mines and stores. Besides, elections should be gradcualiy 
extended wherever they are needed and possible. In units where it is inadvisable to 
institute elections, opinion polls may be tried out at regular intervals (say, at the 

end of each year), as a method of mass assessment and examination of the work of leading 
cadres. These measures will help to promote outstanding people who are selfless, well 
versed in their work, highly efficient and able at organization to leading posts. On 

the other hand, they will help in promptly transferring to other posts or taking action 
against those leading personnel who are divorced from the masses, seriously neglect their 
duties, or even violate the law and discipline. We should make an extensive study of 
domestic and foreign experience and establish and improve systems concerning the examina- 
tion, assessment, suprevision, reward and punishment, removal, rotation and retirement 

of cadres. We must make a determined effort to abandon the “iron rice-bowl" practice under 
which no one needs to worry about his job because there is no checking on his performance, 
no distinction is made between those meriting rewards and those deserving punishments, 

and cadres can only be promoted but not demoted and can only be assigned to one place or 
unit but not another. We must strictly prevent our cadres, who are the public servants 
of the people, from becoming overlords sitting on their backs. 











Leaders in goverment departments at all levels and in enterprises and establishments 
must heed the voice of the masses, have their well-being at heart and personally attend 
to the letters and visits from the masses. We should foster healthy tendencies an 
combat unhealthy ones by continuously encouraging the masses to expose errors and viola- 
tions of the law and discipline by government departments, enterprises and establishments 
or by their persomel. 


Democracy in its original sense means rule by the majority, and socialist democracy is 
rule by the overwhelming majority both in name and in fact, something without parallel 
in history. If the individuals or the few are not subordinate to the decisions of the 
many or to the discipline laid down by organizations genuinely representative of the 
majority and if organizations at the lower level are not subordinate to those higher up, 
that is not socialist democracy at all, but anti-democratic and anti-social behaviour 
that must be stopped and set right under socialist democracy. As there is still class 
struggle in our country and the pernicious influence of the factionalism and anarchism 
spread by Lin Biao and the gang of four has not yet been eliminated, govermments at 
alllevels should, in the course of promoting socialist democracy, do educational work 
among the cadres and the masses so that they will correctly understand and handle the 
relationships between democracy and dictatorship, democracy and centralism, and freedom 
and discipline. 


It is necessary to combine democracy among the people with dictatorship over the eneny. 
These two aspects must not be confused or reversed, or separated from each other. 
Governments at various levels must at all times steadfastly protect the people end never 
exercise dictatorship over them. Within the ranks of the people, we must firmly imple- 
ment the principle of three don'ts, i.e., don't pick on people, don't put political 
labels on people and don't wield big sticks, a principle repeatedly affirmed by Comrade 
Mao Zedong. We must encourage the free airing of views and strictly forbid the practice 
of making things tough for people who have voiced differing opinions as well as any 
other form of repression or persecution. As a matter of fact, adherence to people's de- 
mocracy is the only way to unite the people in effectively combating the enemy and to 
consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat. All conspiracies and acts of sabotage 
by anti-socialist elements must be resolutely suppressed; otherwise it will be impossible 
to safeguard socialist democracy and socialist construction. Naturally, in striking at 
the enemy, it is essential to be accurate, strictly observe the state legal system, avoid 
making mistakes as far as possible and promptly rectify them whenever discovered. 


In handling the relationships between higher and lower levels and between the leadership 
and the masses within the ranks of the people, we must combine democracy with centralism 
and combat bureaucracy and anarchy. Of course, in accordance with democratic centralisn, 
it is entirely necessary for leading cadres at various levels to make decisions of all 
kinds, basing themselves on facts and following the mass line, including decisions in 
day-to-day work that fall within the limits of their responsibility. Entrusting us 

with public office, the people want us to stand fast at our posts, be brave in shoulder- 
ing our responsibilities, dare to combat indiscipline and inefficiency, strive to sur- 
mount all difficulties and work uncomplainingly and selflessly for the people. Such 
cadres are faithful fighters for socialist democracy and pillars of the socialist 
society. 
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The more such cadres we have, the gore our socialist democracy will progress and the 
brighter our hopes for the four modernizetions will be. On the contrary, nothing but 
infinite harm will be done to the people's cause if leading cadres shirk responsibility 
in the face of problems, are afraid of civing offence, slough off their duties, do no- 
thing but eat three square meals a day or, in the name of democracy, engage in endless 
discussion without making any decision or take no action after decisions sere msde, so 
that everything gets lost in empty political talk and the odyssey of official papers. 
Such conduct is totally incompatible with the demands of socialist democracy, and it is 
one type of bureaucracy characterized by serious neglect of duty to the people. The 
other type is the placing of oneself above the organization, ecting dictatorially, dis- 
regarding objective laws and messing things up by issuing subjective orders. Unless an 
implacable struggle is waged against these two types of bureaucracy, socialist democracy 
cannot possibly develop, the superiority of the socialist system cannot be manifested, 
and the enthusiasm of the people for modernization will be dampened. To remove these 
bureaucratic obstacles, we should adopt effective measures and firmly eliminate such 
unhealthy phenomera as overlapping orcanizations and the dilatory style of work. We 
should rigorously enforce, from top to bottom, the system of democratic centralism and 
the system of division of labour under collective leadership, and allow no one to make 
arbitrary decisions on important matters, lord it over others or shirk responsibility. 
As for those bureaucrats who have caused enormous damage to the interests of the state 
and the people through serious neglect of duty or malfeasance, it is essential to call 
them to account administratively, economically and legally. 


Socialist democracy demands that we steadfastly defend centralized and unified leader- 
ship by the people's government, safeguard policies and decrees embodying the will of 
the people, uphold the authority of the leaders and managers executing their will and 
preserve the order in which work, production and the life of the people are organized. 
Without all this, socialist democracy cannot possibly be realized. The gang of four 
did its utmost to incite an anarchic trend of thought, rejected all necessary centralisn 
and authority, and regarded actions that were harmful to the interests of the state and 
to the people's lives and property as the exercise of individual "freedom." In many 
parts of the country, beating, smashing and looting were perpetrated [and] assaults made 
on government offices and production and transport disrupted, resulting in terrible 
suffering among the people. The pernicious influence of anarchism remains at present 

an important factor in disrupting stability and unity. It is the archenemy of socialist 
democracy, an enemy which we must never forget. In order to consolidate stability and 
unity and develop socialist democracy, we must continue our resolute struggle ageinst 
the scourge of anarchism in all its forms. 


The unity of democracy and centralism is in a large measure the unity of freedom and 
discipline. A citizen should be protected by the government against any restraint in 
enjoying and exercising the rights to freedom of the person, of speech, correspondence, 
publication, assembly, association and religious belief, as long as he does not violate 
the Constitution or the provisions of specific laws based on it. 
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The full enjoyment of these freedoms by the individual is entirely consistent with his 
observance of necessary discipline. Wo individual freedom can be guaranteed without 
order and discipline of some kind. Im essence the unity of freedom and discipline means 
also the unity of rights and duties. Marx put it well that there is no right without 
duty nor duty without right. Clearly, whoever wishes to enjoy personal freedom must 
respect the personal freedom of speech, must undertake to enjoy the right to freedom of 
speech, must undertake to refrain from mud-slinging and rumour-mongering, and whoever 
wishes to enjoy the right to work and to receive wages from society must observe labour 
discipline. obey managerial direction and act according to work rules. To enjoy rights 
and freedoms a citizen must fulfil his duty to society and to other people. This is the 
sole basis on which to define and enhance the public morality, public order and public 
interests in socialist society. Therefore, in safeguarding the rights of citizens and 
at the same time maintaining public order and work discipline, our govermments at all 
levels are properly discharging their duties and have thus enjoyed the support of the 
whole people. 


The overwhelming majority of our govermment personnel are good or relatively good. 

They work hard, observe law and discipline and serve the people as best they can. But 
there are some who think that obligations and discipline are laid down for the common 
people, while cadres, and high-ranking cadres in particular, have only rights without 
obligetdons and need not observe discipline. This is entirely wrong. It would mean a 
feudal, and mot a socialist, order. According to socialist principles, every ordinary 
worker has his inviolable rights, and every leading cadre must fulful his obligations and 
observe discipline. As a matter of fact, we cannot possibly expect the people to fulfil 
obligations and observe discipline if certain leading cadres are exempted from both. 
Although we eradicated feudal class rule long ago, malpractices left over mainly by the 
feudal order, such as the pursuit of privilege, “back-door dealings" and suppressio: of 
Gemocratic rights, still remain to a considerable extent to this dgy. These malpractices 
gravely corrode the healthy organisms of our state departments, impair the flesh-and- 
blood ties between government and people and dampen the enthusiasm of the masses for 
socialism. Therefore, we must educate all govermment personnel in the need to abide 

by law and discipline, and we must warmly commend good people and (’good cadres) while 
Waging a serious, persistent struggle against malpractices. 


In order to wage this struggle effectively, we urgently need to perfect our socialist 
legal system with a11 speed. Apart from the laws and decrees to be enacted by the National 
People's Congress (’and its) Standing Committee, governments at all levels should for- 
mulate, within the scope of their powers, necessary rules and regulations with the force 
of law and require administrative organs and enterprises and establishments to follow them 
where applicable. Every effort should be made to perfect various systems, standards 

and procedures, and governments at all levels should widely publicize them so that, with 
supervision and support from the masses, they will be firmly adhered to. Only by set 
ting an example in the observance of laws and regulations can our government departments 
and personnel truly srouse and lead the masses in resolute struggle against bad people 

and bad deeds that undermine socialist democracy and the legal system and harm the 
interests of the state and people. 
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Through strengthening socialist democracy and the socialist legal system and by in- 
tensifying the struggle against bureaucracy, factionalism, anarchism and malpractices, 
we will certainly be able to make further advances on the lively political situstion of 
stability and unity and ensure that the workers, peasants, intellectuals and other 
patriots of all our nationalities can work with both ease of mind and drive, dedicating 
themselves to the great cause of socialist modernization. 


IV. Oppose Hegemonism, Safeguard World Peace 


As the movement to criticize Lin Bilao and the gang of four deepened, the line in foreign 
affairs formulated by Comrades Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai was implemented even better 

than in the past. Since the first session of the Fifth National People's Congress, China 
has opened up a new prospect in her international relations and scored remsrkable successes 
in this field, holding high the banner of struggle against hegemonism and in defence of 
world peace. in the past year, Chinese leaders have visited more than 50 countries on 
the five continents. We have also played host to visiting leaders fmm more than 30 coun- 
tries. These mutual visits have strengthened our ties of amity and co-operation with 
other countries. We have incressed our trade with many of them on the basis of equality 
and mutual benefit, developed scientific, technological and cultural exchanges and co- 
operation, and signed a number of agreements on long-term trade and on cultural, scienti- 
fic and technological co-operation. Contacts between the Chinese people and those of 
other lands have notably increased, enhancing mutual understanding and friendship. 


We are pleased that the unity between China and other socialist countries has become 
closer and our co-operation with them in various spheres has developed further. Our 
friendship with many Third World countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America and other 
regions has been strengthened. Our good-neighbourly ties with many south and Southeast 
Asian countries have become stronger. Our relations with countries of Western Europe, 
North America and Oceania have also made marked progress. There have been major develop- 
ments in our relations with Japan and the United States of America. A treaty of peace 
and friendship was signed between China and Japan last August, following persistent 
efforts on both sides. The treaty reflects the aspirations of the two peoples to live 
in friendship now and for generations to come and has laid a sound foundation for 
friendly and good-neighbourly relations between the two countries. China and the 
United States, after over two decades of estrangement and antagonism, established 
diplomatic relations on January 1 this year, thereby ushering in a new phase in their 
relationship. Both the Sino-Japanese treaty of peace and friendship and the Sino-U.S. 
communique on the establishment of diplomatic relations contain anti-hegemonist pro- 
visions, a fact of great significance in the world situation today. 


The extension of our work and our achievements in this field have had a positive effect 
on the international situation. They have contributed to endeavours of the people of 
the world in opposing imperialism, colonislism and hegemonism, defending their own inde- 
pendence and sovereignty, and safeguarding world peace; and they have created favourable 
international conditions for China's socialist modernization. 


The past year has seen big changes in the world situation which, viewed as a whole, is 
becoming more turbulent and tense. 
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The two superpowers are intensifying their rivalry for world hegemony, and the fsctors 
for war have continued to grow. Social-imperialisa has become more sdventurist. In 
Europe it has been steadily increasing its offensive military forces. threstening end 
blackmailing the West European countries. In Africa, the Middle East, the sulf srea 

ui south Acin, it has made use of agents, enlisted mercenary troops and resorted to 
infiltration and subversion and even incited armed invasion and military coups in its 
attempt to seize strategic areas and resources and control sea lanes with the ain of 
Gominating these areas and throttling Eurepe by encircling it from the perimeter. In 
the same period, it has quickened its expansion in the Asian-Pacific region, where it 
has beefed up its naval and air forces, established and sought more military beses and 
continually flaunted its military strength. It has encouraged and assisted the 
Vietnamese authorities and even gt directly involved in their assertion of control over 
Laos, their aggression against Kampuchea and their rigging up of an “Indochinese federa- 
tion,” in order to realize step by step its fond dream of an “Asian collective security 
system” with Indochina as the base sres. The aggressive and expansionist pursuits of 
the greater and the lesser hegemonists in Indochina, far from being a regional matter, 
are part and parcel of social-imperialism's global strategy for world hegemny. A host 
of facts proves that social-imperialiss {s the main source of tension in the inter- 
national situation today. 


In this turbulent world, there have been new developments in the struggle of the people 
of all countries, first of all of the people of the Third World, against iaperislisz, 
colonialism and hegemonism and for political independence, economic and social progress 
and world peace. The broadly-based non-aligned movement is playing sn importent role 
in internstional affeirs as a significant force against imperialissz, colonislism and 
hegemonism. The peoples of Africa are resolutely combating foreign intervention, msin- 
taining that African affairs should be solved by the Africans themselves. The peoples 
of southern Africa are persevering in their fight for national liberation, an¢ imperi- 
alism, colonialism and racism are in a worsening predicament there. The peoples of the 
Arab countries and Palestine, seeking a comprehensive and just solution to the Middle 
East question, are struggling ceaselessly against the aggressive and expansionist policy 
of Israel and superpower rivalry in that region. The ammay and people of Democratic 
Kampuchea are carrying on, under extremely difficult conditions, valiant resistance 
against the aggression of the regional hegemonists and are striking repeated blows 
against Vietnam's aggressor troops. In face of the increasingly serious military threat 
from hegemonism, Western Europe and Japan are paying more heed to enhancing their 
defence capabilities to safeguard their security. The West European countries, too, are 
strengthening their economic alliance, political co-ordination and military co-operation. 
The people of all countries, waging struggles against hegemonism under different cir- 
cumstances and in various ways, have contributed positively to the containment of hege- 
monist aggression and expansion and to the defence of world peace. 


The defence of world peace against wars of sggression is the common aspiration and pressing 
demand of the people of a11 countries. Historical experience and today's realities 

both show that peace is not won by begging, war is not prevented by making concessions 
and often unprincipled compromises with aggressors only accelerate the advent of war. 

The SALT agreements can in no way check the arms rece, much less fundamentaliy solve the 
problem of safeguarding peace. Only through « great deal of solid, conscientious work 
can the forces for war be checked effectively. 














Such work includes; informing the people accurately about the danger of war to heighten 
their vigilance and prepare them for repelling aggressors; adopting effective messures 
and taking concrete steps to constantly upset expansionist plans of the schemers of war; 
and opposing policies of appeasement and taking tit-for-tat actions azainst the sggressors 
when necessary. We believe that it is possible to put off the outbresk of war so long 

as all the peace-loving countries and peoples close rarks and co-ordinate their efforts. 


China has alvays pursued a policy of peace in foreig affairs and is making unsverving 
efforts to safeguard world peace, develop friendly co-operation between the people of 

all countries and promote the progress of humanity. We uphold proleterian internationsl- 
ism and support all the oppressed nations end oppressed peoples in their strvzgles 
against imperi ‘ism, colonialism and hegemonisz and for liberation and socis. progress. 
Adhering to Com.ade Mao Zedong's theory of the three worlds, ve will strengthen our 

wnity with the proletariat and the yrogressive forces of the world, with the socialist 
countries and various Third World countries, and unite with ell the forces in the wrid 
that can be united in a joint effort to oppose the hegemonist policies of aggression and 
war. We are ready to establish and develop reletions with other countries to the besis 
of the five principles of mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, gutusl 
nonageression, non-interference in each other's internal affeirs, equality and mutusl 
benefit, and peaceful coexistence. China will never seek hegemony or strive to become 

2 superpower. The peaceful reunification of Korea is of great importance to peace in the 
Par East. The latest four-point propossl put forward by the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea for opening dialogue between the North and the South demonstrates once sgsin 
that it is sincere in its search for an independent, peaceful reunification of the 
fatherland, and that there is no such thing as a “threat from the Korth.” The Chinese 
Government and people resolutely support this major effort of the Korean people. 


The aggression and expansion by the greater and lesser hegemonists in Indochine has usde 
that area one of the hot spots in the currently tense international scene, and has focused 
the world's attention onthe growing threat posed by them to the security of the 
Southeast Asian countries. We resolutely demand that the Vietnamese suthorities with- 
Graw all their troops from Kampuchea, stop their intervention, control, eggression and 
threats directed against neighbouring countries and put an end to the forced exodus of 
refugees they created. We resolutely support the just struggle of the Kampuchesan people 
to safeguari their national independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity. We 
Pledge full support to the proposal of the Associatédon of Southeast Asian Nations to 
establish a "zone of peace, freedom and neutrality,” and we support their measures to 
defend their national independence and regional peace. 


We persist in our support of the just struggle of the peoples of the Arab cowitries and 
Palestine, and reaffirm that we will have no relations with the Israeli Goverment which 
has invaded the territories of Arab countries and refuses to recognize the sacred national 
rights of the Palestinian people. We are opposed to superpower shielding of and conniv- 
ance with ‘srael as well as superpower sowing of dissension among the Arab countries; 

we ore against the arrogant attitude of Israel in obstructing s comprehensive solution 

to the Middle East question. 
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Occupied Arab territories must te recovered and the nations] rightu of the Palestinians, 
including their right te returm to their homeland and establish their own state, must 
be restored. Only thus can the Middle East question really be solved. Such 4 solution 
depends on the great strength of the wnuity of the Arab people. We hope wwlehesrtedly 
thet all parties of the Arab world will show mutual understanding. and retuild their 
unity in the fight against the commn enemy, and thus hasten their victor,;. 


We resolutely oppose the colonialist and racist rule in South Africa and Rhodesia and 
firmly support the people of Azania, Namibia and Zimbabwe in their struggles for nsationsi 
liberstion. 


The Third World countries strongly demand that the old international economic relations 
be changed and a new international economic order be established. We are ready to join 
the other Third World countries in making sustained efforts to sttein this goal. 


We hold a high opinion of the policy of independence and not joining any bloc pursued 
by tne non-aligmed movement, and we support its just stand in opposing imperislissa, 
colonialism and all types of foreign domination and hegemonis=. A superpower has been 
Going its utmost te exert pressure on and split ~.1 undermine the non-aligned movement 
and change its politicel direction ty machinations -hrough one or two of its leckeys. 
We believe that through the joint efforts of the mam non-aligned countries, the move- 
ment will uphold its unity, overcome outside interference and advance victoriously 
along its set course. 


We hold that the development of economic, technological, scientific and cultural 
exchanges and cooperation among various countries on the basis of equality and mutual 
benefit will help to promote their friendly relations and preserve world peace. Giins 
will, as always, continue to develop trade and economic co-operation and technological 
and cultural exchanges with other countries according to the principle of equality and 
mutual benefit. 


China and Vietnam were both victims of imperialist and colonialist enslavement and 
bullying in the past, and by supporting each other in their protracted revolutionary 
struggles the two peoples forged a time-honoured friendship. The Chinese Goverment 
and people have consistently done their utmost to preserve this friendship with the 
Vietnamese people. But the Vietnamese authorities, emboldened by suppert from social- 
imperialism, wantonly stirred up an enti-Chinsa, anti-Chinese campsign mille pushing 
hegemonism in Indochina and Southeast Asia. They laid fantastic claims te our terri- 
tory and committed flagrant armed provocations, severely jeopardizing security of 
China's southwest border. Driven beyond forebesrance, we were forced to act in self- 
defence and make a limited counterattack. In spite of all this, we still stand for 
settling the issues between the two countries through negotiations and have proposed 
in the talks with Vietnam eight principles. Hegemony is the root cause of the streined 
Sino-Vietnamese relations and the deterioration of the situation in Indochina and 
Southeast Asia. This fundamentel issue cannot possibly be avoided if Sino-Vietnamese 
relations are to be normalized. The insatiable hegemonism practised by the Vietnamese 
authorities in their relations with neighbouring countries not only is something intol- 
erable to the Chinese people but also something the Southeast Asian countries and many 
other Asian and Pacific countries canmot turn a blind eye to. 
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Wouldn't calling for the mormalization of Sino-Vietnanese relations ville this issue re- 
mains unsettled be tantamount to calling upon China to work in the service of Vietnamese 
hegemnisa’® The CGiinese people want to build up their ow country ss Go the Vietnazese 
people after their thirty years of devastating wars. We would lize to urge upon the 
Vietuamese authorities toe treasure the long-term and fundaments] interests of the 
Giimese end Vietnamese peoples as well ss the fundamental interest of the Southesst 
Asian countries in pesceful coexistence, and give serious considersticon to the eit 
principles proposed by the Chinese side so that the negotisticons usy yield fruit. 


The establishment of diplomatic relations between Chins and the United Stetes of Americs 
has opened up new vistas for their mitual relatdens. Cooperstion and exchanges in veri- 
ous fields will further develop. We hope that the American side vill strictly inple- 
ment all the principles in the Sirmo-American agreement on the estsblishment ef diple- 
matic relations, remove certain obstacles that hamper the process of developing our 
mormal relations end refrain from any action haruful te the return of Chins's territory 
Taiwan to the motherland, so that Sino-American relstions will continuously progress in 
a Girection that conforms to the wishes of the people of beth countries. 


Chins ed the Soviet Union were once friendly neigibours and the Chinese people have 
all slong cherished friendly feelings towards the Soviet people. It is mo secret to 
anyone +s to ww caused the Geteriorstion of Sinm-Soviet relsetions and where the threst 
along China's borders comes from. The Soviet leaders know very well how the damaged 
relations betveen the two countries can be restored to normal by ceeds and not by seny 
amount of words. When we declared thst, after its expiry. we would not extend the Sins- 
Soviet treaty of friendship, alliance and mutual assistance, which had long cessed to 
exist except in name, we uade a proposal for negotistions to solve outstending probdless 
ané to improve the relations between the two countries; this once agsin clearly shoved 
our principled stend. The Soviet Goverment has now agreed to hold negotiations and 
even expressed its willingness te include the enti-hegemonist principle in these nego- 
tiations. But hes this changed the essence of the matter? Anti-hegemoniss has its 
well-known objective meaning which brooks mo arbitrary interpretation. Whether one is 
germuinely against hegemonis=m can only be Judged by one's Geeds. Wo ambiguity is per- 
missible on this importent issue of principle. ‘The Giinese Government has 411 slong 
adhered to principle and will continue to Gd so in the future. The prospects for Sine- 
Soviet negotiations depend on whether the Soviet Government makes « substantive change 
in its position. 


China's socialist modernization requires an international enviroment of prelonged peace. 
Our defensive strength has always served the cause of world peace and our socialist con- 
struction. At times we were forced to do what we would rather not do, but the whole 
world knows thet we have never asked for a single inch of other countries! territer;. 
nor have we s single soldier stationed on other countries’ territory. Of course, we 
will not permit others to occupy an inch of our lend either. Peced with the present 
turbulent world situation, the Chinese People's Liberation Army must work herd to carry 
on and develop its fine traditions and adapt itself to new circumstances. It must 
intensify its military and political training and the e@ucation of its renks in science 
and general culture, heigniten its combet capability. actively participate in and defend 
China's socialist modernization, and strive to modernize our national defence on the 
basis of a modern economy. 
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Fellow deputies, Comrade Msc ledong once said: “The wification ef cur country, the unity 
ef our people end the unity of our various nationslities--these are the besic gusrentess 
for the sure triumph of our csuse." We must strengthen the grest unity ef the peoples 
of all our nationslities, [and] develep further the revolutionary umited front of socialist 
labourers and patriots supporting socialisz. wiich is led by the working class end based 
on the worker-peesent alliance. This united frent is s very bread politics] sllisnce 
embracing the various Gempcratic parties, our compatriots in Taiwen, Xienggeng, (Hom 
Kong) and Aomen (Maccao) our countrymen residing abroad, and all those whoo love the sother- 
lsnd. We must bring into full play the power of the united front, mpbdilize sll positive 
faecters end wiite with a1] forces thst can be wilted so as to ensure the success of the 
glerious and arduous work of socialist aspdermmizstion. 


In the present fine situstion both at home and sbroad, as the people of the wwele country 
ere working vith one will for the prosperity of the aotherland, we conmstently remesber vith 
longing our compatriots in Taiwan. Things are now very fuvoureble for the return of 
Teiwan to the embrece of the motherland, and for the grest ceuse of the rewification 

of the motherland. On Janusry 1 this year the Standing Committee of the Nstions] People's 
Congress issued = message to compstricts in Taiwan, which proclained our fundsmentsl 
policy on Tsiwan'’s returm to the embrace of the motherland. This policy expresses the 
fervent aspirations of the people of the whole country. the people in Teiwan included. 

We hope that the Taiwan suthorities will comply wits the sspirsetions of the people. get 

a clear understanding of the trend of events and respond positively te the call in thet 
message and make valuable contributions to Taiwan's early return te the gotherland. so 
that ve can work together for the great cause of national construction-~-~the four modermi- 
tations. We hope thet postel, transport and trede relations between the msainlend and 
Taiwan will be esteblished and that exchanges in the spheres of economy. science, culture 
and sports will begin as soon ss possible. People of a1] walks of life in Teiwen and con- 
patriots from Taiwan residing abroad are welcome to return te the asinland for visits and 
to see their relatives and friends. We guarentee thes freedom to come and @ as they 
like, give them convenience and guarantee that they will be treated with courtesy. The 
Goor of the motherland always remains open to s]1 patriots and to all those willing to 
revert to o petrict stand. 


Pellow deputies, I have reported on the asin work of the govermment in the past year and 
more and have set forth its major policies for future work. Wow I submit this report to 
the session for your deliberation and appreval. I hope that after the report has been 
discussed and adopted, all the deputies will inform the people througmouwt the country 
about the govermment's work ané policies. Thet will be a great help te the government. 
You are the representetives of more than nine hundred siliion Chinese people. Your con- 
fidence in and support for the goverment will enssre confidence and support fms the 
people of the whole country, and this will inspire us with inexheustible strength and 
faith in our great struggle to bulld up and defend our motherland. 


Let us unite as one, rally closely round the banner of Marxism Leninism-Maeo Zedong 
Thought and the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Giina and march forward 
valiantly te turn Chins inte a powerful socialist country with modern agriculture, modem 
inéustry, modern national defence and modern science and technology. 














CLOSING SPEECH AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTH NPC 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 28-30 


[Speech by Ye Jianying on 1 July 1979] 


{Text} Deputies, due to the common efforts of all deputies, the second 
session of the Fifth NPC of the PRC has successfully fulfilled its vari- 
ous tasks. 


You have conscientiously considered the report on the work of the 
government delivered by Premier Hua Guo ‘feng, the report on the 1979 
national economic plan by Vice Premier fu Qiuli, the report on the 1978 
final account of the state and the 197! state budget by Minister Zhang 
Jingfu, and the work reports by the NPC Standing Committee, the Supreme 
People’s Court and the Supreme People's Procuratorate. The session 
approved these reports and adopted corresponding resolutions. 


You have freely expressed your views, fully discussed various fields of 
work of our country, and not only affirmed the progress our country has 
achieved since the first session of the Fifth NPC but also pointed out 
existing problems. All of you xgreed that Premier Hua Guofeng's work 
report scientifically analyze’. the present conditions of <lasses in our 
country, the current situatica and the principal contradiction at the 
present stage in our country, and correctly mapped out the policy and 
tasks for the political, economic, foreign affairs and other fronts 
after the stift in the emphasis of the country's work. You also agreed 
that this report is a programmatic document for guiding the people of 
China to carry out the program of socialist modernization. 


The readjustment, restructuring, consolidation and improvement of the 
national economy in 3 years, beginning 1979, is a positive policy that 
suits the present conditions of our country. In the light of the present 
situation at home and abroad, it is extremely important that we race 
against time, avoid detours and quicken the tempo of our modernization. 
Resolute and effective implementation of this policy will insure a sus- 
tained, high-speed development of our economy on a firm footing. In 
order to strive to fulfill and overfulfill the national economic plan 
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for 1979, the first year in which this policy is being implemented, we 
must launch an extensive countrywide movement to increase production and 
practice economy in agriculture, industry and all other trades and 
services. Let the people of the whole country use their brains and work 
with one heart and one mind and greet the 30:ii anniversary of the found- 
ing of the PRC with tremendous achievements in increasing production and 
practicing economy. 


This session has achieved important results in strengthening socialist 
democracy and the socialist legal system. The session adopted the reso- 
lution on the amendments made to relevant provisions of the constitution 
of the PRC and passed seven important laws. After this session, the PRC 
Standing Committee, at the suggestion of many deputies, will organize 
forces from various fronts to press on with the drafting of the civil law, 
the law of civil procedure, the marriage law, the family planning law, 

as well as the factory iaw, the labor law, the contract law, the energy 
law and the law of environmental protection. The State Council, the 
local people's congresses at various levels and the local people's 
governments at various levels should also enact necessary rules and 
regulations within the scope of their powers. The financial regulations 
of leading organs at various levels must be implemented in a strict 
manner. The standard of living conditions for leading personnel at 
various levels must be clearly defined at an early date. It is impera- 
tive to insure that all administrative organizations, enterprises anc 
other units throughout the country act and operate in accordance with 
laws, rules and regulations. When we enact laws and formulate rules and 
regulations, we should solicit opinions from the masses in an extensive 
manner and take specific situations into full consideration. It is 
necessary to select trial points or to implement things on a temporary 
basis before deciding on certain complicated laws, rules and regulations. 
Laws, rules and regulations, once they are framed and adopted, must be 
stable, have continuity and enjoy full authority. They must not be sub- 
ject to the will of any leader and can be revised only through proper 
legal procedure. The perfecting and strengthening of the socialist legal 
system promote protection of the people's right to administer the country 
and other democratic rights, whip up the enthusiasm of cadres and the 
masses for socialism, increase working efficiency of leading organiza- 
tions at various levels and promote the development of so ialist 
moderniz«tion. 


The laws of the state must be observed by everyone. All citizens are 
equal before the law, whether or not they are party members and what- 
ever their rank, sociil position and class origin. Whatever is in con- 
formity with the law shall be protected by it, and whatever is in 
violation of the law shall be investigated. All leading cadres, no 
matter how highly placed, are public servants of the people. They are 
under obligation to serve the people diligently and conscientiously and 
have no right whatsoever to place themselves above the law. In particu- 
lar, leading cadres who are members of the Communist Party must be 
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exemplars in abiding by the law and submitting themselves to supervision 
by the masses. While most of our leading cadres at all levels are good 
or rather good, it is also true that there are a few who, by flouting 
the laws and institutions of the state or by taking advantage of certain 
imperfections in our legal system, have abused the power entrusted to 
them by the people to seek personal gains. The party and government 
must take resolute and effective measures to rectify such bad practices 
as bureaucracy, the pursuit of privilege, “back-door dealings” and sup- 
pression of democratic rights. Those who have committed serious 
offenses and caused grave damage to the state and the people should be 
disciplined or even punished according to law. Similarly, we shall not 
tolerate the assertion of anarchism and factionalism, which lead to a 
weakening of public order and order in work and production, or even to 
chaos. Government functionaries who are faithful to their duties at 
their posts and resolutely oppose actions in violation of laws and 
discipline should be commended and rewarded, while those who attack and 
persecute cadres and the masses because of their struggle against viola- 
tion of laws and discipline must be strictly punished in accordance with 
law. 


In our socialist country, the power to make the laws belongs to the 
people, and it is again the people who must be relied upon in enforcing 
the laws. The people have the right and responsibility to supervise the 
enforcement of laws and safeguard the dignity of the legal system, but 
they also have the duty to abide by the socialist legal system. We must 
effectively strengthen propaganda and education concerning democracy and 
the legal system, so that the people will understand and be familiar with 
the laws and institutions of the state. We believe that through practical 
experiences the people will form the habit of correctly exercising their 
democratic rights and abiding by the laws and discipline. To insure the 
implementation of the legal system, we must further strengthen the judi- 
cial front. Our courts and procuratorates must be absolutely faithful 

to the laws and institutions of the state and to facts, and they must 
maintain their independence in conducting trials and in procuratorial 
work. We must replenish the judicial organs with sufficient numbers of 
well-qualified cadres. We demand that the judicial organs cadres main- 
tain close ties with the masses, strengthen investigation and study, and 
become dauntless judicial fighters who have uprightness and tenacity and 
who serve the public selflessly. 


To develop socialist democracy and insure that the people are really the 
masters of their country, we must constantly strengthen and improve the 
system of people's congresses and give full play to the role, as organs 

of state power, of people's congresses at all levels and the permanent 
institutions of these congresses. This session has decided that deputies 
to the people's congresses at the county level are to be directly elected 
by the voters and that the people's congresses at and above the county 
level should set up standing committees as their permanent organs. This 
is a very important measure for promoting people's democracy and enhancing 
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the people's supervision over the government, the courts and the pro- 
curatorates. The general election «f deputies to the people's congresses 
at the county and lower levels must be well prepared and effectively 
carried out in order to insure that outstanding persons who truly repre- 
sent the people's interests are elected to the satisfaction of the broad 
masses. This is an important event in the political life of the Chinese 
people. While effoxts are being made to thoroughly and strictly imple- 
ment the electoral and organic laws of the people's congresses at all 
levels adopted by this session, we must continue to sum up related 
experiences and add relevant provisions to them so that they will grad- 
ually become systematic and perfect laws for the benefit of the deputies 
to the people's congresses. Armed with these laws, the deputies will 
know how to establish continuous contacts with the voters, how to fully 
exercise their powers, and the people's congresses at all levels will 
know how to schedule their regular meetings, and their standing com- 
mittees will know how to exercise their authority and operate effec- 
tively. 


In our country, a broadly based union of socialist workers and pro- 
socialist patriots led by the working class and founded on the basis of 
the alliance of workers and peasants is being consolidated and developed. 
Now a lively political situation of stability and unity, earnestly 
desired by the people, has initially taken shape. This represents a 
giant step forward in the political life of our country since the down- 
fall of the “gang of four." Comrade Hua Guofeng's report on the work of 
the government and Comrade Deng Xiaoping's opening speech at the second 
session of the Fifth National Committee of the Chinese People's Political 
Consultative Conference, in which they made profound, realistic Marxist 
elaborations on the class situation in our country, will undoubtedly play 
a tremendous role in further unifying the minds of the people throughout 
the country, eliminating the pernicious influence of the ultraleftist 
line advocated by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" and arousing all posi- 
tive factors to carry out the modernization program in the spirit of 
stability and unity. We must always vigilantly stand guard against 

every kind of class enemy who tries to sabotage our socialist cause, 

and the dictatorship of the proletariat should be exercised over them in 
an effective way. In dealing with the contradictions among the people, 
we must solve them in a gentle, mild way in accordance with the principle 
of unity-criticism—unity; under no circumstances should we adopt the 
method of ruthless struggle and merciless blows. Unity among the people 
and social political stability are among the most important prerequisites 
for developing socialist modernization, and they also represent the funda- 
mental interest of the people throughout the country. All our actions and 
work must proceed from this fundamental interest. We are convinced that 
with the common efforts of the people of the whole country we will surely 
be able to unceasingly consolidate and develop the situation of stability 
and unity which has already taken root. 
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At the present stage our country's central task is to achieve the four 
modernizations. This is an extremely arduous struggle. We may encounter 
hardships of all descriptions along the road of advance, and there may 
also be many new problems and new work which must be solved and studied 
by us. 


Imbued with a socialist consciousness, the masses of workers, peasants 
and intellectuals of all nationalities in our country do take the situa- 
tion as a whole into consideration. They are also diligent, brave and 
fearless. The broad masses of youth of all nationalities in our country 
harbor a lofty revolutionary ideal. As in the period of revolutionary 
war, the leading cadres at all levels must be good at listening to the 
masses’ opinions, wholeheartedly working for the people, sharing weal and 
woe with the masses, and working together with the masses to study new 
problems, learn new skills and launch an unremitting struggle to achieve 
the four modernizations. The people of the whole country must launch a 
protracted struggle to gradually build our socialist motherland into a 
prosperous, powerful and revolutionary bulwark with high levels of culture 
and democracy which will always adhere to socialism and internationalism 
and unceasingly advance toward communism. 


After this meeting is over, thoroughly conveying its guidelines to all 
parts of the country by each and every deputy will definitely provide 
great inspiration to the broad masses of people. We are convinced that 
by closely rallying around the banner of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong 
Thought and around the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party 
headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng, the people of all nationalities throughout 
the country will surely be able to implement the various policies and 
tasks adopted at this meeting and achieve still greater victory in 
socialist modernization. 


I now declare the successful conclusion of che second session of the 
Fifth National People's Congress. 


CSO: 4004 
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OPENING SPEECH AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE CPPCC FIFTH NATIONAL COMMITTEE 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 31-32 


[Speech by Deng Xiaoping on 15 June 1979] 


[Text] Committee members and comrades: The second session of the Fifth 
National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Con- 
ference is now open. 


We are holding this session following the decision of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of China to shift the focus of the work of 
the party and state to socialist modernization. The aim of this session 
is to further mobilize and unite with people of all nationalities through- 
out the country and all patriotic forces to push the development of 
socialist modernization forward. 


This year, 1979, marks the 30th anniversary of the founding of the great 
People's Republic of China as well as the 30th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference. Our coun- 
try has entered a new historic period centered on the realization of the 
four modernizations, and our revolutionary united work front has also 
entered a new historic stage of development. 





In the past 30 years, fundamental changes have taken place in the circum- 
stances of the social classes in our country. The social position of our 
nation's working class has been strengthened greatly, and the peasants of 
China have been collectivized workers for more than 20 years. The worker- 
peasant clliance will be further consolidated and developed on the new 
basis of socialist construction. The intellectuals in China, including 
the overwhelming majority of those elderly ones who experienced the old 
society, have become a sector of the working class and are consciously 
working hard for the cause of socialism. 


Through democratic reform and socialist transformation, the various 
fraternal nationalities in our country long ago took the socialist road 
one after another and have developed a new type of socialist national 
relationship marked by unity, fraternity, mutual assistance and 
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cooperation. Patriots of different nationalities and religious beliefs 
have made considerable progress. The socialist uniformity of all 
nationalities will be further developed and the great unity among all 
nationalities will be further consolidated in the course of achieving 
the four modernizations. 


The means of production formerly owned by the capitalist class in our 
country were turned over to the state long ago and the payment of fixed 
interest ended a full 13 years ago. Most of the able-bodied capitalists 
have been transformed into working people earning their own living in a 
socialist society. China's successful completion of the socialist trans- 
formation of capitalist industry and commerce is one of the most brilliant 
victories in the history of socialism in China and in the world as a 
whole. It has won because the Communist Party of China led the entire 
working class in implementing the Marxist policies formulated by Comrade 
Mao Zedong in the light of China's particular circumstances and because 
the progressive elements of the capitalist class and the majority of 
people played a beneficial, cooperative role in accepting the transforma- 
tion. As working people, they are now contributing their share to the 
socialist modernization program. 


China's democratic parties have a glorious history in the democratic 
revolution and have made important contributions during the period of 
socialist transformation. These are things which the Chinese people 

will never forget. Thev have now become the political alliance in touch 
with a part of the socialist workers and a part of the patriots supporting 
socialism. All of them are political forces serving socialism under the 
leadership of the Communist Party of China. 


The hearts of our compatriots in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macao and of 
Overseas Chinese are turned to the motherland, and their patriotic con- 
sciousness has been constantly raised. They are playing an increasingly 
important, positive role in realizing the great cause of the reunifica- 
tion of our motherland, in supporting the country's modernization, and in 
strengthening the international struggle against hegemonisn. 





The above-mentioned changes in all fields indicate that China's united 
front has become a broad alliance of socialist workers and patriots 
supporting socialism, led by the working class and based on the worker- 
peasant alliance. The task of the united front and the people's con- 
sultative conference during the new period is to bring into full play all 
positive factors, strive to turn negative factors into positive ones, 
unite with all the forces that can be united, work with one heart and one 
mind, pool all efforts, safeguard and develop the political situation of 
stability and unity, and work hard to build China into a modern and 
powerful socialist country. 


To realize the four moderrizations, it is imperative to promote socialist 
democracy and strengthen socialist legality. The people's political 
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consultative conference is an important organization for promoting peo- 
ple's democracy and for maintaining links with people of various walks of 
life. The cause of socialist modernizing construction continues to 
require the CPPCC's consultations and discussion on the nation's guiding 
principles, on the political life of the country, and om the various social 
and economic questions related to the four modernizations; it requires the 
CPPCC to exercise mutual supervision and to play a supervisory role in the 
enforcement of the constitution and the laws. We must encourage the free 
airing of views, open broad avenues to able people and persistently refuse 
to seize on others’ faults, slap labels on people and wield the big stick. 
We must encourage unreserved raising of opinions, demands, criticiems and 
suggestions from all quarters so as to help the government in concen- 
trating correct ideas and in promptly discovering and correcting short- 
comings and mistakes in its work. 


To achieve the four modernizations, it is essential to strengthen ideo- 
logical and political education among the people on a broad scale, while 
persisting in carrying out proletarian dictatorship over the few anti- 
socialist elements. The CPPCC will undoubtedly play an important role 
in this work. The united front and the people's political- consultative 
conference should carry forward the tradition of self-education and self- 
transformation, carry on ideological transformation in accord with the 
formula unity-criticism-unity, and help the masses and personages in 
various fields to continuously strengthen unity and make new progress on 
the common basis of serving socialisn. 


The current international and domestic situations are very favorable to 
the great cause of reunification of the motherland. The Chinese Govern- 
ment has clearly proclaimed the general principles concerning Taiwan's 
return to the motherland. The people's political consultative conference 
should work actively to promote the patriotic united front for Taiwan's 
early return to the motherland and for the accomplishment of the great 
cause of reunifying the motherland. At the same time, it should actively 
carry out activities of people's diplomacy, strengthen friendly exchanges 
with foreign friends and exert its efforts to develop the international 
united front against hegemonisn. 


During the new historic period, the tasks of the people's political con- 
sultative conference as an organization of the united front are extremely 
giorious. There is plenty of room for development in our work. Under 
the banner of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and under the leader- 
ship of the party Central Committee by Comrade Hua Guofeng, let us unite 
and march forward along the socialist road to achieve our magnificent goal 
of realizing the four modernizations! 


I wish this session every success. 
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CARRY OUT SOCIALIST MODERNIZATION WITH STABILITY AND UNITY 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 33-36 
[Article by RED FLAG commentator] 


[Text] The secomd session of the Fifth NPC was convened at a time when the "gang of four" 
had been smashed and an excellent situation was prevailing in which the people of the 
entire country, united as ome, were working hard for the prosperity of the motherland and 
winning great victories on all fronts. The main objectives of the session were, first, 

to call upon amd unite the people throughout the land to work with one heart and one mind 
and carry out socialist modernization in a planned fashion; secomi, to strengthen socialist 
democracy and the socialist legal system, and develop the lively poiitic21 situation of 
stability and unity to ensure that all the natiomalities in Chima will work with both 

ease of mind and drive and dedicate themselves to the great cause of socialist moderniza- 
tion. It was an important conference at which our people got together to discuss mt- 
ters of vital importance to the four modernizations. As time passes, the important 
resolutions, plans and laws passed at the conference will surely show their far-reaching 
significame more clearly for the future of our country and people. 


In his “Report on the Work of the Government,” Comrade Hua Guofeng pointed out: "In 

the current period and for a considerably long time to come, systematic ami planned 
socialist modernization will be our main task." "The realization of the four moderniza- 
tions, amid a situation of stability and unity, is in the fundamental interests of the 
people of all our matiomalities. It is a matter which affects the well-being of the whole 
nation; it is the supreme political task for the present and for a considerable time to 
come." This has been the focus of discussion at the confereme. 


Before liberation, old Chima was a backward agricultural state. Since liberation, the 
superior socialist system has been established. Under the able leadership of comrades 

Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai, we have victoriously carried out the socialist transformation 
of the ownership of the means of production, the socialist revolution on the ideological 
amd political front and the socialist education movement in the rural areas. At the 

same time, major successes have been achieved in socialist construction and China has been 
rapidly built into an industrial-agricultural country of some consequeme. For a certain 
period, our socialist motherland was thriving and our achievements in construction ome 
inspired the oppressed people ami nations the world cover in their struggles for the cause 
of liberation. However, due to sabotage by Lin Biao and the "gang of four” and errors 

in the guidance of our work at one time or another, we have encountered setbacks in the 
course of our socialist construction. We have failed to timely shift the focus of our 
work onto economic construction and technological revolution aecording to the forethought 
of Comrade Mao Zedong and much time has now been lost. As a result, the superiority of 
socialism has not been consistently and effectively brought into play and we have achieved 
far less than we should have. However, we have finally created the internal and exterml 
conditions favorable for the rapid realization of the four modernizations. We must not 
let the opportunity slip through our fingers. We mist make good use of our time, go all 
out amd speed up the pace of socialist modernization by all means. [paragraph contimes |] 
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We must build up a substantial material foundation for the strengthening of the prole- 
tarian dictatorship, gradually satisfy the people's ever increasing cultural and material 
needs, strengthen matiomal defense and create conditions for the future transition from 
socialism to commumism. This is where the fundamental interests of all nmatiomlities in 
Chima lie and an extremely great ami glorious cause that will decide the future of our 
country and people. 


Comrade Mao Zedong said: “There are many contradictions in the process of developing a 
complex thing, and ome of them is necessarily the principal contradiction whose existence 
ami development determines or influences the existemce and development cf the other 
conditions." He went on to say: “Once this principal contradiction is grasped, all 
problems can be readily solved.” Im China the current principal contradiction is to 
realize modernization by the turn of the century, raise our very low level of productivity 
to that of a modernized state, transform our current relations of production as well as 
that part of our superstructure which hinders the realization of the four modernizations 
amd clear away all old forces of habit detrimental to the realization of the four modern- 
izations. This is also the central task at the present stage for the entire peopl::; there 
can be no other central task. To bring about socialist modernization, it is imperative 

to uphold the dictatorship of the proletariat and class struggle. Sur class struggle 

is no longer the principal contradiction in our society. Class struggle must center around 
the central task of socialist modernization anid serve this task. Comrade Hua Guofeng 

said in his “Report of the Work of the Govermment:" “We recognize both that class struggle 
has not yet come to an end and that at the same time there is no longer any need for 
large-scale and turbulent class struggle waged by the masses. Therefore, we should not 

try to wage such 2 struggle in the future.” This is the principle for our party to adopt 
in the new historical period. Our comrades must adapt themselves to this tramsition and 
learn to correctly handle class struggle and the two different types of contradictions under 
new historical conditions. 


Our strategic objective is to realize the four modernizations. The first battle for the 
four modernizations which w2 mst fight is to devote three years beginning from 1979 to 
readjusting, restructuring, consolidating and improving the national economy. We must 
win this battle. 


It is a very arduous and pioneering undertaking in history to carry out socialist 
modernization in a big country like ours with over 900 million people. In the past 2 
years and more, outstanding achievements have been made in the restoration and development 
of our economy and this is the plain truth. However, the serious consequences of the 
sabotage of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" for 10 years cannot be eradicated within a 
short period. Currently there aresericus disproportions in the relations among agricul- 
ture, light industry and heavy industry and those between accumulation and consumption 

in our mational economy. There are disproportionate developments inside and among the 
different sectors of our economy. In some of our enterprises, there is confusion in 
management and lots of waste and productivity is low. There are ocbvicw: shortcomings 

in the structure of our economic and enterprise management which seriousiy dampen the 
enthusiasm of the workers and staff, and of the enterprises, localities and central 
departments as a whole. Therefore, we must readjust, restructure, consolidate and improve 
our mationmal economy. Readjustment means making conscientious efforts to rectify the 
serious disproportions in our economy caused by long years of interference ani sabotage 

by Lin Biao and the "gang of four," ensuring relatively good coordimtion in the growth 
of agriculture and light and heavy industry and of the various industrial sectors and 
bringing about a proper ratio between accumlation and consumption. By restructuring 

we mean an overall reform of the structure of economic management, carried out firmly and 
step by step. By consolidating, we mean a resolute and effective shake-up in the existing 
enterprises, and especially those in which management is confused. [paragraph contirwes) 
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By improvement, we mean greatly raising the levels of production, technology and management. 
Readjustim, restructuring, conmolidating ami improving are interrelated ani mutually 
complementary. However, readjustment is currently the key to the general situation of 

the matioral economy. This is a farsighted decision ani active principle for pramotim 

the four modernizations in a down-to-earth manmer ani proceeding fram reality. Only when 
this principle is conscientiously implemented ani the overall victory is won for the first 
major battle will we be able to campletely gain the initiative, promote the lastirg, 
proportiomal ani high-speed development of the national economy ani make great strides 
toward the goal of the four modernizatiozs. 


The present political situation is very favorable for realizing the four modernization in 
our country. The great victory of the struggle to expose ani criticize Lin Biao and the 
“garg of four" has put an emi to prolonged political instability ani splits and erabled us 
to begin bringing about the lively political situation of stability ani unity long yearned 
for by the people. In many respects, a spirit which is unprecedented has emerged as 

regards the democratic life of the mation ani the emancipation of people's minis. This 
provides the political foundation from which we can bring the enthusiasm of the entire 
people into full play ani encourage everyone to take an active part in the cause of 
socialist modernization. It has not been easy for a lively political situation of stability 
ami unity to take shape today. Since the smashirg of the “gang of four,” especially since 
the 3d session of the llth Central Committee, the party Central Committee has proceeded 
from the general sivsuation with great foresight; resolutely uprooted the pernicious in- 
fluence of the ultraleftist line carried out by Lin Biao ani the “garg of four;" readdressed 
cases of people being unjustly, falsely ani wrongly charged or sentenced; revived ani 
carried forward the fine tradition of our party advocated iy Chairman Mao in Yanan; and 
safeguarded and strengthened party unity. At the same time, according to the actual situation 
during the past 50 years since the fournling of the People's Republic, the party Central 
Committee has made correct amalyses on the class situation in our society at presert. In 
the “Report on the Work of the Goverrment” Comrade Hua Guofeng pointed out: As classes, 

the larmilords ani the rich peasants have ceased to exist. The capitalists no longer exist 
as a class. After nearly 350 years of struggle ani education, most members of these classes 
who are able to work have been transformed into working people earning their own living in 
our socialist society. At the current stage the masters of our socialist society are the 
Socialist workers, peasants ani intellectuals ami those other patriots who support socialisna. 
In this way our united front has extended to become an extensive alliance comprising 
socialist laborers and patriots upholding socialism unjer the leadership of the working class 
and with the alliance of workers ani peasants as the foundation. Through such an alliance 
it is possible to bring every positive factor into play, turn negative factors into positive 
ones, unite all the forces that can be united, pool everyone's strength and wisdom ani work 
with one heart and one mind in safeguarding ani developing the political situation of 
Stability and unity and in promoting the four modernization. 


To protect ani give scope to the entlusiasa ani initiative of our whole people in modern- 
ization, it is imperative to strengthen socialist democracy ami the socialist legal system. 
Socialist democraty implies that the entire people wield the supreme power of running the 
country on the basis of the rights of ownership ani disposal which they exercise in 
various forms over the mears of production. This is an unshakable socialist political 
principle ani also a funtamental difference between the socialist system ami the capitalist 
System. Socialist modernization differs from capitalist modernization first of all in 
that socialist democracy is characteristic of socialist modernization. It is impossible 
to realize socialist modernization without socialist democracy. Our country has a vast 
territory and a big population but we are relatively backward economically ani techmlogically. 
{paragraph contirmes } 
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To bring about the four modernizations within less than aquarter of a century, we must 
give full scope to democracy. Only then can we bring into full play the entire people's 
sense of responsibility as masters of the country, their enthusiasm, initiative and spirit 
of self-sacrifice, Qmlythenwill our entire people be bold in tackling all sorts of 
problems concerning our national economy, be daring in making inventions and discoveries 
and be dauntless in overcoming setbacks and difficulties encountered in our road of advance. 
Only when democracy is given full play is it possible for the broad masses of people to 
exercise their right of criticism of and supervision over leading bodies or cadres, help 
combat bureaucratism and conservatism, timely expose any would-be political degenerates, 
grafters and embezzlers, counterrevolutionaries and criminals so as to avoid the repetition 
of the tragedy in which our state leadership was usurped by Lin Biso and the “gang of four." 
The great significance of the Paris commme principle lies in the fact that it was the 
first time laborers realized their direct management of and supervision over the state, 
preventing the degeneration of government functionaries from being public servants to 
being the masters of society. Comrade Hua Guofeng's discussion in his “Report on the 

Work of the Govermment" on the exercise of democratic rights by the people and the systex 
for the assessment, examination and promotion of cadres, precisely reflect this principle 
of the Paris commune. Waturally it does not mean doing away with centralism when we say 
we must give full play to democracy. Class struggle still exists in our cowmtry and the 
pernicious influences of anarchism and factionalism spread by Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four" have not yet been completely eradicated, In the current process of fostering 
socialist democracy, attention should be given to educating the cadres and masses on the 
correct understanding and handling of the relationships between democracy and the dicta- 
torship, democracy and centralism, and freedom and discipline, so as to safeguard the 
unified and centralized leadership of the government, the policies and decrees reflecting 
the will of the people, the authority of leading comrades and administrative personnel 
carrying cut the will of the people and maintaining work, production, and social order 

for the people. 


The socialist legal system aims at maintaining revolutionary order and protecting the 
people's interests and socialist modernization, The recently held NPC passed the organic 
law of the local people's congresses and the local people's governments, The electoral 
law for the NPC and the local people's congresses, the organic law of the people's courts, 
the organic law of the people's procuratorates, the criminal law, the law of criminal 
procedure and the law on joint ventures with Chinese and foreign investment, The proml- 
gation of these seven laws marked « new page in the history of the development of our 
legal system, Along with progress in modernization, the socialist legal system in our 
country will become more and more perfect, It takes time from the enactment of laws to 
their execution, Before the laws take effect, we can only act upon the party's policies 
and decrees as well as the practical situation at a given time when we deal with certain 
problems. Once the laws are put into practice, it is imperative to strictly abide by 
them, seriously enforce them and punish anyone who contravenes any of them, An extensive 
propaganda and education movement must be carried out among the cadres and the masses. 
Party and government cadres must set an example in observing end enforcing the law; this 
is especially important with regard to leading cadres at all levels. Only then can we 
truly mobilize and lead the masses in our unremitting struggle against bad people and 
bad deeds that undermine socialist democracy and the legal system and harm the interests 
of the state and the peopie. In our socialist country, all men are equal before the law 
and--no one can be an exception no matter how great his seniority or how important his 
office. The privilege of placing oneself beyond or above the law is impermissible, 














the Fifth NPC and the second session of the Fifth MNaticnal 
Committee of the CPRFCC have concluded triumphantly. Everyone feels thst our country has 
now really eml to the period of turmoil created by the interference and sabotage 
by Lin Biso and the “gang of four." A political situation of stability and unity is 


discipline, amd beth unified will and personal ease of mind, Since Comrade Mao Zedong 

put .ais ideal forward, our entire people have craved it and it is mow coming true. How 
can we mot feel greatly inspired by it: We are full of confidence in the future of our 
motherland, We are convinced of the superiority of the socialist system over any other 
system, Under the bammer of Marxis:-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and closely united around 
the party Central Committee headed ty Comrade Hua Guofeng, the more than 990 million 
Chinese people will surely work with one heart and one mind, realize the four sodernizaticrs, 
completely change the state of poverty and backwardness and enable cur national econony 

to rate among the leading countries in the world by the turn of the century. 
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REALIZING THE POUR MODERNIZATIONS IS THE BIGGEST POLITICS POR THE NEW 
PERIOD 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 36-40 
[Article by Tan Huazhe [6223 5478 6568)! 


[Text] How to correctly understand and view 

a problem of prime importance. We must make clear the probles o 
realizing the four modernizations and find out whether it serely involves 
economic or political issues and whether it centers 
ical efforts. This is because only by fully recognizing the great 
political significance of realizing the four modernizations can we be 
united in the battle with one heart and one purpose to transforms China 
into a modern and powerful socialist country. 


: 


I 


For a long period the relationship between politics and economics was 
disrupted beyond recognition by Lin Biac and the “gang of four,” who 
split politics from economics by placing one in opposition to the other. 
In their view, politics was of primary importance, while economics was 
nothing. To them the four sodernizations were nothing more than billions 
of jin of grain and millions of tons of steel. The pernicious influence 
of Lin Biac and the “gang of four” is so deep rooted that even to this 
day it has confused a number of people. While it is true that some com- 
rades found the issue incomprehensible, others believed that politics 
would be neglected when the party Central Committee decided to shift the 
focus of party work to socialist modernization. This shows that consid- 
erable ideological and theoretical work has to be done before people can 
be freed from the ideological yoke imposed by Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four.” 


It is common knowledge that economic activity involves the production and 
reproduction of available material resources, while politics is a con- 
centrated expression of economic activity. The relationship between then 
is one of the unity of opposites. For a long time people have stressed 
the importance of politics to economics but neglectid the effect of 
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economics on politics. This is one aspect of the issue. In their con- 
jictory relationship, what position should economics take? 


Economics is the base for engendering politics. In ancient times people 
were ignorant of politics, which began to assume an embryonic forms only 
when property became privately owned, when the gap between the rich and 
the poor in the primary communes widened and when there were strivings 
among the privileged stratum as well as among commune members for their 
own personal interests. The emergence of classes and states thus enabled 
politics to assert itself. Upholding or fighting for the economic 
interests of their own class is bound to result in fierce strife among 
hostile classes in a class society. Class struggle has thus developed 
into struggles of a political nature. 


Although politics is an outgrowth of economics, its content and form are 
determined by economics. In feudal society the feudal landlords’ rule 
over the peasantry was based on the gradation system. The emperors 
rewarded meritorious ministers with titles and estates, and feudal 
princes did the same for their loyal subordinates. Politically, the 
peasants became the broad base of the feudal gradation system, which 
later developed into a pyramidal ruling structure that was characterized 
by the possession of fiefs and a self-sufficient economy. Monopolizing 
this economic base thus made it possible for imperialist countries to 
exercise bourgeois dictatorship internally and to carry out frenzied 
aggression and expsrsion externally. This was aimed primarily at 
oppressing the people of colonies and backward countries. 


Under certain circumstances, economics is no difference ir-w politics. 
Many instances can be cited. When we divided the landlords’ land among 
the peasants during the land reform, the division of land itwelf was an 
economic measure as well as a political revolution to uproot feudaliss. 
When we expropriated the national bourgeoisie of the means of production 
through purchase, we had the means to establish the socialist economy 
while wiping out the bourgeoisie. In these circumstances, economics and 
politics served identical purposes, and so economics was just politics. 


Since the relationship between politics and economics is one of the 
unity of opposites, economics can also be transformed into politics. 

For example, during the period when revolutionary base areas had been 
set up, the masses were engaged in agriculture and industry and developed 
trade outside the base areas. These pursuits were in fact part of 
economic construction. However, since this was led by the CCP, it was 
aimed at supporting the revolutionary war and consolidating the worker- 
peasant allicnce based on democratic dictatorship. As such, it took on 
a new significance and became an important segment of the great political 
struggle. It was precisely because of this that Comrade Mao Zedong said: 
“Laying firm material foundations for economic construction in the Red 
areas is a great task, a great class struggle.” ("Pay Attention to 
Economic Work") To transform economics into politics naturally requires 
that adequate conditions be available. 
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It is not the object of this article to discuss the relationship between 
economics and politics. The purpose is to show that economics, compared 
with politics, is by no means negligible. Politics is embodied in eco- 
nomics which can be transformed into politics. Under given conditions, 
economics can even become primary politics. It is wrong to belittle 
economic work and regard it as routine. It is also wrong to view par- 
ticipation in economic construction as abstaining from politics. It 
should be pointed out that in exysuining the problem of modernization, 
which is a problem of crucial importance, we must not confine it to 
economic considerations but must relate it to politics. Only by so doing 
cam we comprehend its whole substance and political significance. This 
is like surveying an afforested area. Without penetrating the afforested 
area and ascending higher ground, it will be impossible to gain an 
unobstructed view of the forest. 


II 


At the third plenum of the party Central Committee it was decided to 
shift the focus of party work to the modernization program. This is a 
logical step in line with the laws of development. Generally, the law 
on revolution begins with creating public opinion. This is then followed 
by seizing political power, solving the problems of ownership and finally 
vigorously developing the productive forces. Revolution aims at releas- 
ing productive forces. When the proletariat has seized state power and 
controlled the means of production, the develorment of production should 
take an important position. Comrade Mao Zedong said long ago: "Not until 
the civil war is over will it be possible and necessary to regard economic 
construction as the center of all our work." ("Pay Attention to Economic 
Work") After the socialist transformation of ownership of the means of 
production had been completed in the main, he again pointed out: "Our 
basic task has changed from releasing the productive forces to that of 
protecting and developing the productive forces under new relations of 
production.” ("On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the 
People") He proposed uniting the whole country in waging a new war-- 
battling the natural world. However, as a result of the interference 

and sabotage of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" and other factors, this 
was deferred. Carrying on the last wishes of the proletarian revolu- 
tionaries of the older generation such as Comrades Mao Zedong, Zhou 

Enlai and Chu De, the third plenum of the party Central Committee 
decided to shift the focus of party work to socialist modernization. 

This reflected the urgent desire of hundreds of millions of people and 
won countrywide support. 


Realizing the four modernizations has a bearing on our country's destiny 
and its future prospects. It represents the people's greatest and most 
fundamental interests. This important economic task and a great revolu- 
tionary struggle is the greatest politics for the new period because: 
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First, only by realizing the four modernizations will it be possible to 
greatly strengthen the worker-peasant alliance on a new basis and to 
further consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat. 


China has a large rural population. The peasants are the working class’ 
principal ally, while the worker-peasant alliance forms our country's 
political base. In the past we relied on the peasantry as an ally to 
win victory in the revolutionary war. Without the participation of the 
peasants it is unthinkable to carry out socialist construction. We must 
therefore be very careful in safeguarding and developing the worker- 
peasant alliance until the gaps between the workers and peasants dis- 
appear. Currently the worker-peasant alliance cannot be said to be very 
stable. Our alliance with the peasants during the agrarian revolution is 
a thing of the past, while that based on cooperativization was likewise 
not altogether satisfactory to the peasants. We must therefore develop 
our alliance with the peasants on a new basis--modernizing agriculture. 
This calls for raising the entire national economy, particularly industry 
and science and technology, to a very high level before modernization can 
be achieved. If in the next 20 years or so we are unable to help the 
peasants achieve the modernization of agriculture, greatly increase the 
productive forces and improve the peasants’ material and cultural lives, 
then the peasants will blame and distrust us. If we are alienated from 
them, the socialist system will be in danger of collapsing. 


Second, only by realizing the four modernizations will it be possible 
to greatly raise labor productivity and enable socialism to finally 
triumph over capitalism. 


Internally, China's current level of industrial development is not high. 
As a result, manufactured goods are far insufficient to meet the needs 

of production and improvement of living conditions. Despite the collec- 
tivization which was completed long ago, China's agriculture in particu- 
lar remains very low in developing the productive forces, is characterized 
by the use of manual labor and semisufficient production and still retains 
the small producer's attributes. Whenever economic difficulties have 
occurred in the past 20 years, capitalist tendencies in the cities and 
countryside have reared their heads. This shows that our economic founda- 
tions are still unsound and that capitalist forces are still potentially 
assertive. Lenin once said: “In the final analysis, the productivity of 
labor is the most important and primary thing for zuaranteeing a new 
social system's success." ("A Great Beginning,” “Selected Works of 
Lenin,” Vol 4, p 16) Only by rapidly developing the national economy, 
including shifting industry, agriculture and other economic enterprises 

to the latest scientific and technological methods and modern extensive 
production and by building up powerful material and technological founda- 
tions, can we completely eradicate capitalism and consolidate the social- 
ist system. 


51 








Internationally speaking, two radically different social systems coexist 
in the world. Whether people acknowledge it or not, these systems are 
using various forms to struggle against each other. With the development 
of China's international contacts and increased economic relations with 
the rest of the world, bourgeois concepts, material inducements and the 
decadent Western way of life, like opening a floodgate, will erode us. 

To enable our people, particularly the younger generation, to withstand 
the onslaught, we must modernize our country’s agriculture, industry, 
national defense and science and technology. This is more important 

than strengthening socialist ideological education, equipping them with 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and raising their ideological aware- 
ness and theoretical level. If our country’s labor productivity is raised 
much higher than that of capitalist countries, its poor and backward 
features will quickly disappear. This will enable the masses, particu- 
larly younger people, to personally experience the incomparable 
superiority of the socialist system. This explains why socialism has 
eventually been consolidated. 


Third, onl) by realizing the four modernizations and greatly stepping up 
China's ecunomic and defense strength can the country effectively cope 
with the possible attacks launched by social and capitalist imperialien. 


In the postwar years many capitalist countries have recovered economically, 
while some have made significant progress. This is the result of the new 
technological revolution, a third revolution exemplified by the elec- 
tronic application of nuclear and space technologies. This has spawned 

a number of new industries and contributed to the large~scale renovation 
of many old industrial sectors. As a result of the expanding markets, 
certain contradictions of the capitalist world have been eased to some 
extent. However, the new technological revolution cannot eliminate the 
contradictions inherent in the capitalist system. On the contrary, from 
a long-range view it can only aggravate the conflicts between the produc- 
tive forces of capitalist society and the relations of production. Con- 
sequently, the peaceful development of capitalism cannot last long. Once 
the disequilibrium between economic and political development among the 
imperialist powers intensifies, capitalism's inherent contradictions will 
sharpen. This will cause new and violent scrambles for world markets 

and thus heighten the prospects for a full-scale war. The Soviet Union 
and the United States have in fact not stopped contending for world 
supremacy. Soviet revisionists in particular have not given up conquer- 
ing China and are stepping up preparations to encircle our country. 
Comrade Mao Zedong cautioned us as early as 1963, saying: “If no efforts 
are made in the next decade or so to alter our country's economic and 
technological backwardness, it is inevitable that we will be trounced.” 
(Taken from "The Report on the Work of the Government at the First 
Session of the Fifth NPC") Only by displaying the spirit of seizing 
every minute in increasing our country's economic and defense strength 
can we effectively cope with possible invasion by social and capitalist 
imperialism. 
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Fourth, only by realizing the four modernizations and developing social 
productive forces can we lay powerful material foundations for eliminating 
classes and attaining communisn. 


Marxism holds that the engendering of classes is conditioned on the 
development of production, while their existence is linked with insuffi- 
cient production. Without rapidly raising the productive forces, it 
will be impossible to wipe sut classes. Experience shows that it is 
impossible to eradicate capitalism, along with the filth that goes with 
it, unless the productive forces are raised and the means of subsistence 
become abundant. It is likewise unworkable to use the egalitarian way of 
distribution to eliminate class distinctions. To completeiy wipe out 
classes, merely abolishing private ownership of the means of production 
is mot enough. It is also necessary to completely transform the small 
producer, wipe out the concepts of the bourgeois, petty bourgeois and 
exploiting classes and eliminate the three major differences. This will 
take a very long time. To achieve this, the productive forces must be 


greatly developed. 


When we say that the four modernizations are the greatest politics, we 
do not mean that class struggle no longer exists and that the four mod- 
ernizations are the only politics. In our country there are still 
counterrevolutionaries, criminals who are bent on disrupting the social- 
ist order, new exploiters and unreformed landlords and rich peasants. 

As a result, class struggle will remain for a long time. However, class 
struggle in the new period, generally speaking, is no longer the Chinese 
society's principal contradiction. It should now center on the four 
modernizations and be in their service. 


Since the four modernizations are the greatest politics, we should view 
econon' = and technological work that serves the four modernizations from 
political considerations. We should respect and encourage those with 
political consciousness to work hard to realize the four modernizations. 
However, if any kind of economic or technological work is mistaken for 
politics, instead of being linked with the great goals of realizing the 
modernization program, consolidating and developing the socialist system 
and achieving communism, and if these great goals are forgotten in one's 

preoccupation with immediate or specific work, then the danger of becom- 
ing divorced from proletarian politics may arise. 


III 


In trying to realize the four modernizations, we must do so strictly 
according to objective economic laws. However, to do this does not mean 
repudiating political and ideological work. This is because doing things 
according to economic laws and strengthening political and economic work 
complement each other. Only by doing things according to economic laws 
will it be possible to speed up economic development and successfuliy 
achieve our political objectives. Since political and ideological work 
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aims at raising people's ideological awareness and insuring that economic 
work is to be uncertaken according to objective laws, it is wrong to 
neglect political and ideological work. Neglecting this will only reduce 
the pace of economic development and may even lead economic work astray. 


Since the founding of the PRC, both bourgeois and feudal concepts have 
prevailed to a large extent. Petty bourgeois ideas, force of habit and 
traditional ways of operation in particular have persistently manifested 
themselves in factories, enterprises, economic departments and various 
quarters of society at large, seriously inhibiting the development of the 
productive forces. How seriously these tendencies have asserted then- 
selves over the past dozen years is very obvious if we look back at the 
serious disruption of rational ways of distribution, such as the principle 
of “to each according to his work." Ours is a socialist country. As such 
it must fully use the superstructure's functions to serve economic devel- 
cpment. Only by strengthening ideological work and education in communist 
ideology, eliminating all reactionary and decadent ideas and changing all 
outdated ways of operation will it be possible to insure the high-speed 
development of our economic work according to objective laws. 


With the growing development of the productive forces, new contradictions 
will continually arise between the socialist relations of production and 
the productive forces and between the superstructure and the economic 
base. These contradictions appear because sectors in the relations of 
production and in the superstructure that are not compatible with the 
development of the productive forces are to be adjusted and improved. 
This is a broad and deepgoing revolution in which the readjustment and 
reform will inevitably involve certain people, departments and units and 
affect their economic interests. This entails many practical problems 
and ideological issues. It will be necessary to strengthen political and 
ideological work to solve these problems appropriately, so that reform 
and readjustment affecting the relations of production and the super- 
structure will be carried out smoothly in line with socialist principles 
and orientation. It will be necessary to educate the masses and leading 
cadres at all levels so that they will consciously and firmly uphold the 
four basic principles. 


To quicken the pace of the four modernizations, it is necessary to use 
material interests to mobilize the laborers’ enthusiasm for work. How- 
ever, material interests may motivate the development of production, but 
they are not the only motivating force. Spiritual encouragement is also 
important to promoting production. Revolutionary teachers have attached 
great importance to the effect of spirit on matter, that is, the develop~ 
ment of production, pointing out that spirit can be transformed into 
matter. Once advanced ideas are grasped by the masses, they will become 
powerful material forces for transforming the world and changing society. 
In our daily life we can always find people who, with higher ideological 
consciousness than others, can do better under similar material condi- 
tions. Those who place ideological work in opposition to economic work 
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and who regard political and ideological work as mere rhetoric and not 
essential are very wrong indeed. To turn China into a modern, powerful 
socialist country as quickly as possible, we must attach great impor- 
tance to doing things according to economic laws as well as strengthening 
political and ideological work. 


Cso: 4004 
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STUDY DIALECTICS, CONTINUE TO EMANCIPATE THE MIND 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 41-46 
[Article by Yang Yichen [2799 2496 6591)] 


{Text} Im the past 2 years and more since the smashing of the “gang of 
four,” the party Central Committee headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng has put 
forward correct guiding principles about emancipating the mind and break- 
ing down fetishes and superstitions and has adopted a series of relevant 
major measures. To counter the modern superstitious belief that “every 
line is truth” or “one line is the equivalent of 10,000 lines,” a timely 
proposal that the ideological system of Mao “edong Thought be understood 
and mastered in a complete and accurate manner was made. Political life 
within and outside the party and the thinking of the masses of people 
began to come alive as a result. Since the beginning of May last year, 
the whole country has initiated a discussion on the criterion of truth, 
smashed the mental shackles that Lin Biao and the “gang of four" imposed 
on the masses of cadres and people, and restored and carried forward the 
study style of seeking truth from facts, doing everything with reality in 
mind and linking theory with practice. This has stimulated the effort on 
all fronts to turn chaos into order and paved the way for ideologically 
shifting the focus of party work to the four modernizations. At the 
third plenum of the llth CCP Central Committee it was strongly pointed 
out: “For a party, a country or a nation, if everything has to be done 
according to books and thinking becomes ossified, progress would become 
impossible, life itself would stop and the party and country would 
perish.” This session also clearly put forward the guideline of emanci- 
pating the mind, moving ahead, seeking truth from facts and acting in 
unity. Under the impetus of the third plenum, people showed an upsurge 
in their political enthusiasm. They became full of life and were active 
ideologically. A lively political situation appeared. Work in all 
fields of endeavor advanced quickly. This gave a big boost to the vic- 
tories already scored. However, before and after the third plenum there 
appeared both “left” and right trends of thought within the party and 

on the social scene. Dwe to the influence of these two erroneous trends 
of thought, certain problems arose. The party Central Committee paid 
timely attention to these problems as they appeared. Many times it 
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stressed the “four nondepartures” (nondeparture from the basic principles 
of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought in explaining how to emancipate 
the mind; nondeparture from the constitution in explaining democracy; 
nondeparture from the development of production in improving the standard 
of living; and nondeparture from state and collective interests in dis- 
cussing personal interests) and the strengthening of “three-sided order” 
(production order, work order and social order). This played « tremendous 
role in solving ideological differences and problems in work. tEspeciaiiy 
the party Central Committee's reaffirmation of the four basic principles 
of upholding socialism, upholding the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
upholding the leadership of the party and upholding Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought fundamentally criticized the two erroneous trends of 
thought, “left and right," and enabled certain cases of ideological con- 
fusion to be gradually solved. 


Judging from the conditions in Heilongjiang, solving the basic problem of 
the Marxist theory of knowledge about practice being the sole criterion 
for testing truth still requires a great amount of effort. For a certain 
period in the past, the discussion of this problem was not universal and 
penetrating enough. Certain maior problems of ideological awareness 
existing at present, be they “left” or right trends of thought in any 
form, are in the final analysis linked with the question of the criterion 
of truth. With this fundamental question solved, other problems would 
lend themselves to a relatively easy solution. Therefore, the discussion 
of the <.riterion of truth must be continuously deepened and can in no way 
be given up halfway. Meanwhile, we gradually realized that to emancipate 
the mind and break down fetishes and superstitions calls for the study 

of dialectics and metaphysics. The reason is that both “left” and right 
trends of thought, with their erroneous viewpoin:s, are peddled through 
metaphysics. An important reason why some of our comrades became con- 
fused and indecisive when confronted with these two erroneous trends of 
thought was that they had not emancipated their minds metaphysically and 
lacked the ability to apply dialectics in analyzing pvoblems. With this 
understanding, in a discussion of the question of practice being the sole 
criterion for testing truth we suggested that we restudy Comrade Mao 
Zedong’s philosophical works such as "On Practice," "On Contradiction," 
“Where Do Correct Ideas Come From?" and so forth. Later we countered the 
erroneous "left" and right trends of thought by stressing the study of 
more dialectics and less metaphysics. We combined materialism with 
dialectics and the theory of knowledge with methodology in the study 
program. We guided people to apply dialectics to analyzing certain 
problems on which opinions were then divided. This played a positive 
role in distinguishing between right and wrong and unifying awareness 

of the spirit of the third plenum. This made us further realize that 

the right or wrong way of thinking has a great bearing on understanding 
the party's general lines and specific policies. A person may take the 
right stand, but wrong or one-sided thinking is likely to lead to the 
wrong direction and result in political mistakes. Just as Comrade Mao 
Zedong said, if we look at a problem one-sidedly, “it is impossible to 
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find the method for resolving a contradiction, it is impossible to 
accomplish the tasks of the revolution, to carry out assignments vell 
or to develop inner-party ideological struggle correctly." ("On Contre- 
diction”) Therefore, studying dialectics and criticizing metaphysics 
helps to better uphold the viewpoint that practice is the sole criterion. 
for testing truth. It also helps the emancipation of the mind in the 
right direction. 


Studying dialectics and criticizing metaphysics is also required in 
thoroughly smashing the reactionary ideology of Lin Biao and the “gang 
of four” and basically eliminating their remnant poison and influence. 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four” went wild metaphysically. Those modern 
superstitions and fallacies t»ey concocted were all metaphysical 
sophistries. They practiced y formulas with absurd logic, such as 
"We would rather have...than. ..' This caused serious harm and left a 
deep-seated remnant poison over a wide area. Certain comrades still 
consciously or unconsciously observe and study problems according to 

the logic of Lin Biao and the “gang of four." They put things in abso- 
lute terms and carry them to extremes. Those relatively deeply affected 
by poison have developed a habit of “looking to the left." They hardly 
know how to analyze problems when divorced from the ultraleftist line of 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four." Therefore, to thoroughly criticize the 
ideology of Lin Biao and the "gang of four” we must use materialist 
dialectics to thoroughly criticize their metaphysical fallacies. This 
is of great importance in distinguishing between right and wrong in line 
and thoroughly eliminating the remnant poison of Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four” that affects us politically, economically and organizationally. 


Studying dialectics and criticizing metaphysics is required in fostering 
a complete proletarian world outlook. The dialectical-materialist world 
outlook represents the unity of materialism and dialectics. Its thorough- 
ness and its revolutionary nature find exact expression in such close 
unity. Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: "In philosophy, materialism and 
idealism form the unity of opposites. The two struggle against each 
other. There are also two things called dialects and metaphysics which 
also form the unity of opposites and struggle against each other. The 
very mention of philosophy always reminds us of these two pairs." 
("Speech at Conference of Secretaries of Provincial, Municipal and 
Autonomous Region Party Committees”) By the “two pairs,” Comrade Mao 
Zedong also meant that materialism and dialectics are inseparably linked 
and that the struggle between materialism and idealism is interwoven with 
that between dialectics and metaphysics. Therefore, while criticizing 
idealism we must criticize metaphysics. While studying materialism ve 
must study dialectics. Comrade Mao Zedong always attached great impor- 
tance to the study of dialectics. He pointed out: “Dialectics must be 
given wide publicity. I mean letting dialectics go from the circle of 
philosophers to the midst of the masses of people.” He also suggested 
"the discussion of this problem at local party committees." ("Dialectics 
on Inner-Party Unity") Positive and negative experiences in the past 20 
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years and more have made us feel deeply the great theoretical and prac- 
tical significance of this thought of Comrade Mao Zedong. Today our 
country is at a crucial historical juncture: our central task is the 
realization of the four modernizations. Accomplishing this glorious and 
arduous task requires a large number of people who are willing to use 
their heads and are capable of quickly and accurately solving various 
complicated problems. Bringing dialectics from the circle of philosophers 
to the midst of the masses of people is a measure of strategic significance 
in training millions upon millions cf such people. 


Practical experience for a certain period in the past shows that to firmly 
carry through the spirit of the third plenum of the llth CCP Central Conm- 
mittee in an overall manner and continue emancipating the mind we must pay 
proper attention to the following several points: 


1. We =. persist in seeking truth from facts. Seeking truth fros 
facts, doing everything with reality in mind and linking theory with 
practi~e--this is a fundamental Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought view- 
poinr and a materialist ideological line. If we have an ossified or 
semiossified mind or a mind inhibited by the bonds of modern superstitions 
and various old habits and influences, do everything according to books 
and depart from revolutionary practice in realizing the four moderniza- 
tions, we just cannot seek truth from fects. Emancipating the mind calls 
for restoring and carrying forward the fine tradition of seeking truth 
from facts, respecting materialism or dialectics and reflecting it 
according to the true features of things without adding anything extra. 
This calls for thoroughly eliminating the remnant poison of modern 
superstitions created by Lin Biso and the “gang of four,” thoroughly 
getting rid of the remaining influence of bureaucratism and small pro- 
duction, closely linking the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought with our revolutionary practice in realizing the four 
modernizations, and studying new conditions aid solving new problems. 

To act according to the principle of seeking t uth from facts, we must 
persist in making a concrete analysis of concrete things. Our approach 
to erroneous trends should be one of opposing all such trends. Our 
approach to problems that arise in the work process should be one of 
neither underestimating nor exaggerating their importence. We cannot 
use the two erroneous trends of thought now existing as an excuse to 
write off all problems as ones related to trends. Nor can we treat 
problems related to trends as ones related to the line. Due to the 
harmful influence of Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” some comrades in 
our party acquired a very bad habit. Once something happened, they 
raised it to the high plane of principle and freely put it under various 
headings, thus making a mess of things. We should promote giving more 
attention to analyzing and study’ng problems and to suggesting ways and 
means of solving problems. We vust guard against freely criticizing this 
or that trend. For many years, in opposing trends, we often criticized 
a trend that was “left” in natvre as one that was right in nature. Some- 
times we also criticized what was not a trend as a trend and failed to 
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draw a clear line of distinction regarding those trends that should be 
criticized. We also paid very little attention to studying concrete 
problems and concrete measures for solving problems. We just destroved 
without doing anything constructive. We replaced construction with 
destruction or destroyed more than we built. As a result, we could not 
guide things in the correct direction. We should draw a lesson from 
this. Under all circumstances we must persist in seeking truth fros 
facts. This is a manifestation of party spirit and an attitude that a 
communist must adopt. 


2. We must foster the viewpoint that “truth is a process." Comrade Mao 
Zedong said: “Things (economic, political, ideological, cultural, maili- 
tary, and so forth, or things related to the party) always advance as 
processes." ("Strengthen the Effort To Learn From Each Other and Guard 
Against Staying in a Rut and Showing Arrogance and Sel f-Complacency") 
Perxple's knowledge of truth is a repeated process of practice, knowledge, 
again practice, and again knowledge. At present we must unify avareness 
of how to treat the four basic principles reaffirmed by the party Central 
Committee and the question of readjusting the national economy. The 
party Central Committee's timely suggestion of shifting the focus of the 
party's entire work to socialist modernization was closely followed up 
with a call for a 3-year readjustment of the nations! economy. To 
counter trends of thought marked by doubts about oꝝ opposition to the 
four basic principles, the need for upholding these four basic principles 
was reaffirmed. All this is in line with objective laws. As far as the 
whole national economy is concerned, the “gang of four" collapsed when 
the national economy was on the verge of collapse. But the primary task 
then was to investigate ti factional system of the “gang of four,” 
purify our ranks organizationally, turn chaos into order and get at the 
root of things ideologically and theoretically. Only by so doing did we 
bring about a situation of stability and unity in developing the national 
economy. Concerning national economic work, we had no time then to sum 
up the experiences and lessons of the past three decades. Many problems 
had not been understood thoroughly. But summing ug experiences--which is 
the whole party's business to be taken up at all levels--involved a 
process. Moreover, due to the restraining influence of the viewpoints 
represented by modern superstitions and a mind that was not emancipated, 
we could not really achieve much by summing up experiences and lessons. 
Later, with the economy revived and the disproportionate development of 
the national economy made more obvious, our knowledge further increased. 
Only then was it possible to make a policy decision about readjustment. 
Things develop in a tortuous and not a smooth manner. Their development 
is a continuous process of deepening from the lower to the higher level. 
Moreover, correct knowledge of certain problems could be gradually 
arrived at only after repeated tests and comparisoas and even at a 
certain price. With the normalization of the democratic life of the 
party and the state, such a process can be shortened. But it is still 

@ process. To stress the viewpoint of “truth being a process” is to 

give play to people's initiative in understanding objective things. 
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People’s knowledge of objective things cannot transcend historical con- 
ditions or skip a process. Nor is it a purely passive exercise about 
which nothing can be done. Due to subjective factors, the process of 
understanding things can be shortened or lengthened. We must consciously 
apply the viewpoint of “truth being a process." On the one hand we sust 
take the whole process of work into consideration in acquainting our- 
selves with the strategic plans and wajor policy decisions for every 
pericd of work made by the party Central Committee headed by Comrade Hus 
Guofeng. In no way should we take any new problem raised by those above 
as a sign of “an about-face” or as an excuse to say, “Why not bring it 
up earlier?" On the other hand we must at all times guard against an 
ossified mind. We must keep our thinking from falling behind the 
progress of work. We must always pay attention to studying new condi- 
tions and new problems and achieve more freedom and initiative in 


acquiring knowledge. 


Certain comrades say that we “are always witnessing some changes.” There 
are several reasons for their raising such a question. Some of them have 
worried that current policies aay change from good to bad. Some have not 
acquired an adequate understanding cof general lines and specific policies 
geared to new conditions. Some are just criticizing certain acts of 
carelessness in actual work and in propaganda work. Any “change” aust 
be subjected to concrete analysis. in the Great Cultural Revolution, 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four” worked every day on toppling everything 
and smashing everything. A well-organized socialist country was reduced 
to a shambles. The economy was brought to the verge of collapse. This 
was a “downward” change--a change for the worse. After the smashing of 
the “gang of four," chaos was turned into order. Right and wrong in 
theory, once reversed, were set straight. This was indeed a great 
change--a change for the better. Now, making timely changes in certain 
impractical decisions and plans is also a change in the right direction-- 
a change that allows us to do things in a more down-to-earth and confident 
manner. Devoting 3 years’ time to readjusting the national economy to 
solve the problem of a serious imbalance in proportional relations is 
dialectically linked with shifting the focus of work to the four- 
modernizations effort. It is a first battle in achieving the four sod- 
ernizations. It is precisely because of a desire to speed up the four- 
modernizations effort that we have called for readjusting proportional 
relations. Only proper readjustment will help shift the focus of work 
and speed up the realization of the four modernizations. Our turning 
chaos into order ceolls for changes. We cannot just restore everything 
to what it was before the Great Cultural Revolution. We should also 
adopt an analytical attitude about things as they were before the Great 
Cultural Revolution. There are things which were then backward. There 
are also things which were then good but have become backward after more 
than a decade or two decades and which call for a change. For instance, 
can the economic system and other problems be restored to what they were 
like before the Great Cultural Revolution? Wo, there must be a change. 
Of course, a change may be made for another reason. It may be due to «a 


61 








lack of prudence in deciding probleaus. eee page gl egy dh 
may be given in the morning only to be changed in the evening. This is 
especially so when there is a lack of continuity and stability in certain 
policies. Changes may even be so frequent that the confidence of the 
masses is eroded. In effecting a shift in emphasis in the whole party's 
work we should pay particular attention to the stability of certain 
fundamental party policies. If we fail to do so, we cannot consolidate 
and carry forward the situation of stability and unity. Nor can we give 
full play to the enthusiasm of the people. Of course, what should be 
changed should be changed. Settling for no change would also inhibit 
people's enthusiasm and have a harnful effect on stability and unity. 
But what should be changed should also not be c*anged in a haphazard 
manner. It gust be a well-led, systematic and orderly change. A change 
may also be preceded by a period of fermentation so that people can be 


adequately prepared ideologically. 


For a long time some of our comrades have been in the habit of following 
@ set pattern, listening for a sound and “applying the same knife to 
everything.” In their “oinion, things do not vary, knowledge is not a 
process but what is c: .» plished at one time, and methods do not change 
but follow a single f.«x«i and unchanging pettern. They remind us exactly 
of what Engels pointy! ‘st in criticizing Hegel: Truth is an accomplish- 
ment at a time. We c 1 do nothing but watch on the sidelines and puzzle 
over the mysteries of .at ultimate truth. Therefore, on hearing the 
least sound, they make a big fuss about it. This is a marked manifeste- 
tion of ossified or semiossified thinking. To sdmit that “truth is a 
process,” we should not blame people for saying what is wrong. In the 
long process of knowing truth, it is just impossible to demand that all 
people say nothing wrong. On hearing something wrong in someone's 
speech, we should not criticize it indiscriminately without analyzing its 
contradictions and without studying the motives behind it. We should not 
so discourage people from speaking out that they become as quiet as mice. 
Only by admitting that knowledge is a process and allowing methods to 
vary can we bring about a lively and dynamic political situation. Only 
in this way can we guide people to think independently and properly and 
correctly carry through the spirit of the third plenum and do a good job. 


3. We must see through the appearance to get at the essence. In real 
life, and especially in a critical situation or with the appearance of 
certain erroneous trends of thought, people often deviate from the right 
direction because they are not able to distinguish between phenomena and 
the essence, between minor and important problems, and between the part 
and the whole. They judge the situation wrongly. This causes losses in 
our work. It can thus be seen that distinguishing between phenomena and 
the essence provides an important condition for emancipating the mind, 
understanding the situation and correctly determining the work direction 
and the ways to solve problems. For a certain period in the past, some 
comrades considered that things had been “carried too far" in emancipating 
the mind, promoting democracy and carrying out policies and that it would 
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“be dangerous not to call a halt.” This is an erroneous view. As far as 
the countryside is concerned, certain problems did arise some time ago in 
carrying out the party Central Committee's two documents on the develop- 
ment of agriculture, due to a lack of attention to publicity and educa- 
tion, certain carelessn<ss in our work, a lack of an overall and correct 
understanding of policizs on the part of certain cadres and people, and 
other factors. These problems of course could not be neglected. How- 
ever, viewed in ligh’: of the situation of stability and unity after the 
thorough implementacion of policies and the excellent situation prevail- 
ing, with the enthusiasa of the masses of commune members aroused, they 
are minor problems. However, even sinor problems of this kind cannot be 
lumped together under the same heading. They sust be subjected to «4 
concrete analysis. Some of these problems existed before the party 
Central Committee's two documents were carried out and are old ones 
appearing in a new form. Some left over from before, due to the sabo- 
tage and interference of Lin Biao end the “gang of four,” must be solved 
on the strength of the spirit of these two documents. Some have to do 
with a smail number of people who have borrowed revolutionary slogens 
with ulterior motives and committed bad deeds. Some also concern new 
conditions and new things. But they have nothing to do with policy 
itself. They are the very result of policy not having been carried out 
in an overall manner. For instance, in discussing the production tean's 
right to self-determination, we may have failed to clarify things about 
the “three prerequisites” (upholding socialism, upholding state laws and 
accepting state plans as a guide). in discussing personal interests, we 
may have failed to stress at the same time the need to contribute to the 
state and the collective. ia discussing the introduction of foreign 
technology, we may not have laid sufficient emphasis on the importance 
of self-reliance. in discussing the use of austerity measures to manage 
the economy, we may not have laid sufficient stress on the importance of 
political and ideol»rgical work. In discussing democracy and freedom, ve 
may have failed to make things clear about their relation to concentra- 
tion, discipline and the legal system. In a word, in light of the actual 
conditions of our province, we still have a large amount of work to do 
in emancipating the mind, promoting democracy and carrying out policies. 
The idea of “carrying things tco far" is not in line with objective 
realities. Certain comrades judge objective conditions wrongly and fail 
to distinguish between phenomena and the essence and between minor and 
important problems. This, in an ideological sense, is a case of taking 
individual phenomena as universal ones and taking superficial phenomena 
as essential problems. As a result, they get confused ideologically and 
reverse right and wrong. We must learn how to be good at seeing through 
the appearance to get at the essence. Phenomena are what can be per- 
ceived. The essence often lurks behind phenomena and is not easily 
detectable. Only by taking phenomena as a guide and making investige- 
tions and studies can we detect the essence. We should realize that 
concrete phenomena assume various forms, some true and some false. 

There are individual phenomena and also universal phenomena. There are 
phenomena that can reflect the essence and also phenomena that cannot. 
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There are phenomena that manifest themselves in a direct manne? and also 
phenomena that do so in a tortuous manner. The relations between phe- 
nomena are also complicated. The development of things is often marked 
by the following situation. Before a certain policy or measure has been 
really carried out by a large number of areas or peop'e, it has already 
been acted upon ty individual areas or people. If we make « “ss about 
it after noticing such a special situation, then we will ge* nowhere in 
everything we do. Therefore, if we want to avoid being puzzled by indi- 
vidual phenomena, we must exert great efforts in making penetrating 
investigations and studies and undergo a thought process of discarding 
the dross and selecting the essential, eliminating the false and retain- 
ing the true, proceeding from the one to the other and from the outside 
to the inside. Only by grasping the essence of things can we distinguish 
between major and minor problems and between the parts and the whole and 
avoid being one-sided in awareness and blind in action. 


4. We must have a firm and correct political »rientation. By a firm and 
correct political orientation we mean upholding the four modernizations 
and upholding the four basic principles. Due to the sabotage of Lin Biao 
and the "gang of four" for many years, a practice of stirring up gusts of 
wind or trends has appeared in our party. The attitude toward every 
trend is also taken as an important yardstick with which to judge the 
political stand of a party member, a cadre or a party organization. 
Anyone who does not follow a trend or is slow in doing so is taken to 
task. Thus there has appeared a strange phenomenon: any trend is 
blindly followed, regardless of its origin, its scope and the kind of 
people among whom it has occurred, and it is followed without regard 

to the concrete conditions of a given area or unit. Such a practice of 
swimming with the current or acting at the first sign of a trend without 
thinking independently and without taking reality into consideration has 
taught us a lesson. We should seriously sum up what we have learned. 

In the future we must first of all avoid stirring up gusts of wind. 
Second, we must not blindly follow trends. But the appearance of a 
trend is independent of human will. Under conditions in which there is 
still class struggle, some gusts of wind have reflected certain political 
intentions. "A tree may wish to be left alone, but the wind keeps blow- 
ing.” It is difficult for us to keep completely out of the way of the 
wind. The important thing for a revolutionary is to maintain political 
firmness. Our party is a solemn Marxist-Leninist political party. 
Political firmness is the most cherished revolutionary quality and com- 
bat style of us communists. Come hell or high water, or any pressure, 

we must in no way sway to the east or to the west like grass in the wind. 
Political firmness rests on the scientific basis of Marxism-Leninism and 
on the basis of a correct analysis of objective conditions. At present 
we must proceed from the general political situation of realizing the 
four modernizations and take practice as the criterion in distinguishing 
between right and wrong. More important, we must take the realities of 
given areas or units into consideration and sclve such problems as they 
appear and solve them within their given scope without freely carrying 
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them beyond that scope. Such viewpoints as unavoidably overdoing it in 
righting a wrong, something “left" being unavoidable in what is right, 
something right being unavoidable in what is “left,” one trend covering 
up another, and so forth must also be closely linked with reality, so 
that we can understand them realistically and dialectically and not 
metaphysically. Otherwise, there will be wind where there is no wind. 
Thus, people are kept busy finding out how the wind blows and watching 
the climate. They have no peace of mind in their work lest a sudden 
gust of wind should spring up and be their ruin. Under all circun- 
stances, we should play fair and square. All jobs should be done in a 
down-to-earth manner. We cannot use emotion as a substitute for policy 
and as a basis for determining general lines and specific policies. In 
drawing up plans and formulating and carrying out policies, we must take 
account of not only their necessity but their feasibility. We must also 
take into consideration not only the level of the leaders but the level 
of the masses of cadres and people, not only the consciousness of 
advanced elements but the consciousness of the masses of people. Ina 
word, our plans, policies and measures cannot exceed the limits of 
objective conditions. Nor can they be detached from the masses of 
people's degree of consciousness or exceed our own capacity. Otherwise, 
good may turn into bad things, resulting in chaos. We must link the 
progress of publicity work mainly with the progress of actual work and 
pay particular attention to two aspects of a matter. For instance, we 
cannot publicize just one of the two--the promotion of democracy and the 
strengthening of the legal system, or ideological education and material 
incentives. This is to keep people from understanding just one aspect of 
a matter. In the study of theory and the discussion of scientific matters, 
we may air views freely. But in publicizing the party's general lines and 
specific policies, we must be bound by the unified rules and regulations 
of the party Central Committee. 


5. We must act in unity as we look into the future. To effect a shift 
of emphasis in the party's work, we must seriously solve problems left 
over from history. In solving such problems we must inevitably look back 
over the past, because without undergoing a serious process of reviewing 
the past and analyzing, examining and summing up things, we cannot dis- 
tinguish between right and wrong and draw proper lessons from experiences. 
But reviewing the past is for the very purpose of looking into the future. 
We cannot put the former in isolation. Nor can we review the past for 
personal reasons, seeing this as a chance to redress grievances. Due to 
an ultraleftist line long pursued by Lin Biao and the “gang of four," 
there has been a lot of disagreement or misunderstanding between comrades 
in the party and within the revolutionary ranks. This hampers the effort 
to carry through the spirit of the third plenum. To solve problems left 
over from history we must eliminate ideological differences, strengthen 
unity and share the same will in achieving the four modernizations. To 
this end we must show both the spirit of looking into the future and the 
wish for unity. This requires those comrades with traumatic experiences 
in previous movements to be openminded, let bygones be bygones and look 


65 








into the future. We must solve all problems. But among the people ve 
must not think of person«l wrongs suffered and must try to understand 
problems in the context of then prevailing historical conditions. Only 
in this way can we forgive and forget, dispel misunderstanding relatively 
easily and unite all people that can be united. Those comrades who conm- 
mitted mistakes in previous movements must set themselves strict demands, 
seriously review their own uistakes, try to profit by their own experi- 
ences and draw lessons from them, seriously correct themselves and take 
the initiative to discuss unity with everyone else. In this way we can 
bring about a lively and vigorous political situation in which all people 
in the whole country up and down will unite as one in achieving the four 
modernizations. 


A very important problem in strengthening unity is to assume a correct 
attitude toward different views and mutual criticisms between comrades. 

It is nothing unusual that views sometimes differ among leading squads, 
comrades, seniors and juniors. In discussing and studying work problems, 
one must dare to air one's own views and have a debate with those holding 
different views. This is a manifestation of a lively and vigorous situa- 
tion. Since Lin Biao and the “gang of four” for a long time promoted 
“taking a person as a basis of judgment in drawing a line of distinction,” 
“equating the faction with the party," and “basing accusations against a 
person on his every speech and every act,” some people have sweepingly 
interpreted a clash of views in a leading squad as a sign of disunity. 
Some have taken a difference of views as an indication of people dividing 
into opposing groups. Those who differ with them are regarded as villains. 
Those who make mutual criticisms, in their opinion, are liable to split 

vp and purge one another. We must thoroughly eliminate the infiuence of 
such remnant poison and restore and carry forward the normal democratic 
life of the party and the state. We must encourage and support people 

in their speaking out, their speaking their minds freely and their speak- 
ing openly at the table. Only by allowing all views to be aired can 

there be comparisons, can we benefit from each other's opinions, can we 
pool the wisdom of all, and can we have a deeper understanding of problems 
and get closer to objective realities. 


Today we are trying to achieve the four modernizations and fighting the 
first battle in a 3-year readjustment effort. Nev conditions and new 
problems keep appearing. This especially requires a study of things by 
one and all. We must not be afraid of views and differences. So long 

as all comrades proceed from the interests of the four modernizations and 
from the need to thoroughly carry out the guideline of readjusting, 
restructuring, consolidating and improving, persist in seeking truth from 
facts, respecting objective realities and seriously considering othexs' 
opinions, refrain from obstinately clinging to their own views and supply 
each other with more information that should be known, it is not diffi- 
cult to iron out all differences or unify all views. We must take 
account of people's differences in experience and in positioa, the 
different sources of their information and the different angles from 
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which they view problems, and allow a small degree of disagreement where 
agreement has been reached on a wide area. Everything divides into two. 
Contradictions often appear in policical life. But in our work we take 
unified awareness and harmonious steps as our starting point. Otherwise, 
there will be no end to our debate, with no time left for anything to be 
done. Where complete agreement on certain problems cannot be reached 
immediately, we should also allow a process to run its course. Where 
complete agreement has been reached on sometiiing. an individual must 
resolutely obey the organization and cannot sake any change in the 
course of its execution. He is allowed to maintain his own views anu to 
continue airing them according to the set principles of an organizat..on. 
Criticism and self-criticism are a powerfal weapon in achieving unity 
within the party and among the revolutionary ranks. We must wield this 
weapon well. A prerequisite to wielding this weapon well is staying on 
good terms with people. Those who criticize and those who are criticized 
should not take criticism as a means to attack others. We must view the 
situation as a whole, bear collective interests in mind, pay attention 
to discipline, party spirit, friendship and understanding, and support 
and help each other. We must focus on the great future ahead, dare to 
think, explore and create the new and find a Chinese-style road to 
modernization. Only in this way are we really raising high the great 
banner of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. 


CSO: 4004 
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DEEPEN THE DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION OF THE CRITERION OF TRUTH 
Beijing REL FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 47-48 
[Article by RED FLAG contributing commentator] 


[Text] Participants at a recent theory forum called by the Philosophy Hesearcr Institute 
of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences suggested that the discussion of the question of 
practice being the sole criterion for testing truth be deepened so that it penetrste 
into the world of actual work and into the midst of the basic-level masses, This is 
very necessary and very meaningful, The discussion of the criterion of truth which started 
over a year ago actually has to do with whether we want to emancipate the mind, Since 
the beginning of the century, our people have undergone three major movements for 
emancipating the mind, The first was the May 4th movement and the second the Yanan 
rectification movement, The third is the movement for emancipating the mind which is 
now being launched, Every movement for emancipating the mind has involved many abstract 
and ectual problems, A common fundamental problem is the ideological line, ‘The 
discussion of the criterion of truth is an important part of the current movement for 
emancipating the mind, It has raised the criticism of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" 

to the high plane of ideological line and the high plane of the theory of knowledge 
related to philosophy. Only in this way can we completely shatter the mental shackles 
imposed by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" and thoroughly eliminate their remnant poison 
to emancipate people's minds and bring about the smooth progress of our socialist 
modernization. It was exactly in this sense that the 3d plenary session of the llth CCP 
Central Committee highly appraised the discussion of the criterion of truth, It was held 
that such a discussion is of far-reaching historical significance instimulating the 
emancipation of the mind and setting forth a correct ideological line, This is a 
political problem, a matter bearing on the future and destiny of the party and the state. 


Judging from how things went with the discussion in the past year and more and the 
tremendous impact produced, this discussion has become inereasingly important. The 
discussion has clarified the fundamental Marxist principle that practice is the sole 
criterion for testing truth, exposed the pseudo-Marxist ideological line pursued by Lin 
Biao and the “gang of four," shattered such mental shackles of their making as modern 
Superstitions, neo-obscurantism and neoslavishness, clarified the confusion they had 
created in ideological and theoretical fields, and restored the true features of Marxisn- 
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought as scientific ideology. The discussion has restored and 
carried forward the style of study long promoted by Comrade Mao Zedong--a style calling 
for seeking truth from facts, doing everything with reality in mind and linking 

theory with practice, People have been given the courage to explore and sum up our 








positive ami negative experiences in socialist revolution and construction in a down- 
to-earth Spirit amd the courage to study new comditions and study and solve new problems 
guided by reality and not textbook doguss. The discussion has played an unusually 
beneficial role in implementing a series of major policy decisions amd various specific 
limes and general policies of the party Jentral Committee headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng, 
in promoting democracy am carrying forward the political situation of stability 

amd unity and in rehabilitating those victims of trumped-up charges, false accusations 

or wrong judgments. Some people say, "Thanks to the study and discussion of the criterion 
of truth, we have a key to the emancipation of the mind and the raising of our conscious- 
ness in upholding the spirit of the 3d plenary session of the 11th CCP Central Comittee." 
This gives expression to what the masses of cadres and people think of this discussion, 


The development of things is always unbalanced. The Same applies to the discussion of the 
criterion of truth. Certain areas and units have not paid Serious attention up to now 
to its discussion, Some even doubt or oppose our doing so, Some people also 

remain ideologically indifferent or partially indifferent to the whole thing. The poison 
of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" runs relatively deep or even very deep in them. Others 
welcome the Specific lines and general policies that have been issued since the 3d 
plenary sesssion of the 1lth CCP Central Comittee, but they are [unjsure whether these 
Specific lines and general policies are Marxist amd correct. They are afraid that 
future changes may reSult in their being purged. Obsessed with lingering fears, they 
neither dare nor wish to do anything constructive. Thus, they forfeit the spirit of 

a revolutionary who should have nothing to fear in marching forward, Some people even 
have doubts about the specific lines of the third plenary Session and have oven 

opposed them or attacked them as “rightist” or “lopsided.” Others erroneously think 
that things have been “carried too far" in emancipating the mind and promoting democracy. 
They even attribute certain temporary social phenomena to the emancipation of the mind 
and the promotion of democracy. In fact, how can the emancipation of the mind and the 
promotion of democracy be "carried too far"? It is just "the beginning” of what 

Should be done, We still have a long way to go. Some people do not study the new 
meaning that the four fundamental principles reaffirmed by the party Central Committee 
have taken on under the prevailing situation. They erroneously think that their 
announcement means an about-face. They do not understamd that the guideline for eman- 
Cipating the mind put forward by our party is long term and not temporary. Are all 

these not manifestations of an ossified or semiossified way of thinking? 


Many people have emancipated their minds, but they 8¢ill have the problem of doing so 
continuously and uninterruptedly. How can we emancipate our minds? This calls for 
mastering Marxism-Lerninism-Mao Zedong Thought as a sharp ideological weapon, getting 
deeply involved with reality and the masses, observing new comitions and unearthing, 
Studying and Solving new problems, Every problem solved means a contribution toward 
emancipating one's mind, Emancipating the mind is by no means a case of talking big. 
Still less can talking nonsense be equated with emancipating the mind. In the four 
modernizgations, in readjusting, restructuring, consolidating and improving, in struggling 
to strengthen Socialist democracy and the legal system and in Struggling against hegemonism 
amd for the maintenance of world peace, new conditions amd problems will continue to arise 
ana in large numbers. If emancipating the mind falls behind the times and no effort is 
made to continuously Study and solve new problems, then an emancipated mind of today 

will become an ossified one tomorrow, 


A new problem on the ideological front at present is to combat two erroneous trends of 
thought. One follows an ultraleftist pattern. Those so affected pay lip service to 
the four basic principles and even claim to have already put these principles into 
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practice. In fact, the principles advocated by them are nothing but the line promoted 

by Lin Biso and the “gang of four," Such a line is advocated in 4 vain attempt to drag 

us back to the old road represented by Lin Biao amd the “gang of four." Another 

trend of thought follows a rightist pattern. Those so affected openly attack the four 
basic principles and vilify the socialist system in a vain attempt to follow the capitalist 
road. These two trends of thought, though different in form, actually interfere with 

an disrupt the socialist modernization effort. An extremely small mumber of people 
affected by these two trends of thought are the enemies of Marxism-Leninisr-Mao Zedong 
Thought. Some are the remnants of Lin Biao and the "gang of four." If we have an ossified 
or semiossified mind and do not further eliminate the remnant poison of Lin Biao amd the 
“gang of four,” it will be difficult for us to win an increasingly big victory in the 
Struggle against these two erroneous trends of thought. 


To further emancipate the mind and set forth a correct ideological line and to eliminate 
interference from “left” and rightist trends of thought, we must let the discussion of 
the criterion of truth further penetrate into the world of actual work and into the midst 
of the basic-level masses, 


A penetrating discussion of the criterion of truth is a universal education in the 
Marxist ideological line ard the Marxist theory of knowledge. In the course of 
discussion we must seriously study works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin and by Comrade 
Mao Zedong. Ye must look up what Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Comrade Mao Zedong 

Say about this problem and try to completely and accurately understand the fundamental 
Marxist principle that practice is the sole criterion for testing truth. We must seriously 
link the effort with the actual situation in a given area or unit and our own actual work 
and thinking, and sum up experiences and lessags. We must act along these lines; What 
has been proven correct by practice must be doggedly upheld. What has been proven 

wrong by practice must be resolutely corrected. This must be applied not only to prob- 
lems involving others but also to problems involving ourselves. We must resolutely 
carry out the guideline of letting a hundred schools of thought contend, practice 

the “three don'ts" and conduct discussions in a comradely and friendly spirit amd on 

an equal footing. We must engrave this discussion on the minds of the peaple and further 
restore and carry forward the study style of seeking facts from truth, doing everything 
with reality in mind and linking theory with practice. This is to push forward the 
current movement of emancipating the mind, 

Every movement of emancipating the mind has historically been a strorg driving force 
behind the revolution. Under the banner of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and under 
the leadership of the party Central Committee headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng, the present 
movement for emancipating the mind can surely further help the people throughout the 
country unify as one in a struggle for a great victory on the new Long March! 


70 














LEARN FROM COMRADE ZHANG ZHIXIN'S REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT OF FIGHTING FOR 
TRUTH 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 49-51 
[Article by RED FLAG contributing commentator] 


{[Text] The 58th anniversary of the birth of the great and glorious CCP 
fell on 1 July. Under the CCP's leadership over the past 58 years, 
countless fine communists and revolutionary martyrs have fought bravely 
and advanced wave upon wave to revive the Chinese nation and realize 
communist ideals. By shedding blood and laying down their lives, they 
have filled the history of the Chinese revolution with shining pages. 
Heroes like Li Dazhao, Fang Zhiming, Liu Hulan, Jiang Zhujun, Dong 
Cunrui, Huang Jieguang, Lei Feng and Qiao Youlu have inspired tens of 
millions of communists and people to win fresh victories. The appearance 
of martyr Zhang Zhixin in the 1970's and the media's portrayal of her 
shining deeds have given a powerful impetus to the current effort to 
advance socialist modernization. Our party and people are proud of this. 


Martyr Zhang's spirit of fighting for truth bore the stamp of the era. 
Instead of ferocious Japanese imperialists or KMT reactionaries, she 
faced highly placed counterrevolutionaries who posed as communists and 
donned Marxist-Leninist cloaks. Struggling against this type of 
counterrevolutionary cunspirator, one must have a high sense of Marxism- 
Leninism and a keen political perception. It was under these historical 
circumstances that Comrade Zhang struggled against Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four.” A worthy forerunner in emancipating the mind, she was 

a model in seeking truth from facts and a hero who laid down her life for 
truth. We should learn from Comrade Zhang's spirit of fighting for truth 
and from her noble qualities, such as her devotion to the party and 
people, her unyielding spirit and communist integrity, her conscious 
effort to transform her world outlook and her constant vigilance againet 
the erosion of bourgeois and petty bourgeois ideas. 


Learning from Comrade Zhang is to learn from her firm adherence to basic 
Marxist-Lenirist principles and her firm upholding of Mao Zedong Thought. 
As early as 10 years ago, when Lin Biao and the “gang of four" were 
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promoting feudal and fascist concepts as well as religious superstition, 
she unhesitatingly came forward to defend basic Marxist-Leninist prin- 
ciples on problems having a bearing on the destiny and future prospects 
of the party and state. She had correctly recognized those problems that 
we had only begun to understand after the collapse of the "gang of four,” 
particularly those issues that came to the fore after the ultraleftist 
line was repudiated and blind faith eliminated. It was not accidental 
for an ordinary communist to have the political foresight and conscious- 
ness to visualize problems. Like all well-intentioned people, she joined 
the Cultural Revolution movement when it was first launched, without 
harboring any impure motives. However, the movement got out of control 
when Lin Biao and the “gang of four” acted pervertedly to undermine the 
party and disrupt the country. Comrade Zhang began to raise doubts in 
her mind. She applied the basic principles of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought to guide her thinking and actions, instead of blindly 
following others. She studied assiduously and pondered every problem 

in the practical spirit of seeking the facts. During those trying days 
she remained firm in her conviction and in her quest for truth, despite 
jeers and invectives hurled at her at denunciation rallies, unending 
interrogations, periods of hard labor or humiliating treatment in prison. 


Her approach to understanding revolutionary theory was not confined to 
words or phrases taken from books. Instead, she scientifically based 
her observation of problems on the basic principles of Marxism-Leninisa- 
Mao Zedong Thought before she found the right answers to the problems 
she was trying to solve. In addition, she clarified the essence of 
things from their original attributes. In the light of the gross dis- 
tortion and fabrication of a number of problems of prime importance by 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” she studied the problems the party 
encountered during the democratic revolution period along with similar 
probiems that occurred in the socialist revolution stage, such as the 
campaign against the rightists, the Great Leap Forward, the Lushan meet- 
ing and, particularly, the Great Cultural Revolution and the ninth party 
congress. Her lengthy report, running to more than 100,000 words, 
revealed problems related to class struggle during the socialist period, 
doubts about problems that arose during the Great Cultural Revolucion 
and the relationships among the masses, classes, political groups and 
the leadership. Comrade Zhang perceived that Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four" were counterrevolutionary conspirators promoting an ultraleftist 
line. She foresaw the inevitable consequences of this doomed line. She 
reaffirmed her distrust of Lin Biao and was not sure of Jiang Qing's 
werlier background. Blaming her for banning revolutionary literature 
avd art, Comrade Zhang feared that the country's cultural heritage would 
be ruined if more than 120 films produced since the founding of the PRC 
were unjustifiably withdrawn from public showings. She studied the laws 
governing class struggle during the socialist period and asserted that it 
would be wrong and anti-Marxist to deny the existence of class struggle 
in the socialist stage. She said: “It is also wrong to go from one 
extreme to another by identifying everything with class struggle and by 
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subjectively and mechanically applying the theory of class struggle. 

This will result in more class struggle, undermine the party's norma] 
democratic life and confuse two different types of contradicticns.” She 
defended Comrade Peng Dehuai by alleging that “party charter and party 
discipline permit one to air one’s views on the three red banners. It 
was therefore justified for Comrade Peng to present his written views at 
the party meeting. It was against party principles to dismiss him fros 
office and brand him as an antiparty element." She was also against 
bringing down the proletarian revolutionaries of the older generation 
and regarded the repudiation of the so-called “adverse February current” 
as an attack on party and national leaders. Defending the problems of 
the so-called "6l-member renegade clique,” she said the members then- 
selves had implemented the party's decisions and therefore must not be 
accused at all of defecting to the enemy side. Comrade Zhang had pro- 
found proletarian feelings for Comrade Mao Zedong. While fully reaffirn- 
ing Comrade Mao's tremendous contributions, she also opposed any effort 
to deify the leader. Commenting on Lin Biao's “peak theory,” she said it 
was unscientific and went too far. With regerd to efforts to show devo- 
tion to Chairman Mao, such as Lin Biao and the “gang of four” had gone 
out of their way to do for personal reasons, she believed the conse- 
quences would be beyond repair if they were given a free hand to 
encourage blind faith among the populace. In her opinion, deifying the 
leader now would appear as ridiculous to future historians as it would 
to us in recalling how people in the past revered deities. She believed 
that even if such views were considered “reactionary” in those days, 
“time and practice will be the best judge.” In her we find an unyielding 
spirit of fighting for truth, a scientific approach to integrating theory 
with practice and an abiding faith in the eventual triumph of Marxist- 
Leninist truth. Since this embodies the essence of the proletarian party 
spirit and that of communists, we should learn from Comrade Zhang. 


Learning from Comrade Zhang means learning from her selfless and undaunted 
spirit of fighting for and laying down her life for truth. When Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four" were governing the country, her every appeal for 
truth was considered “open defiance.” She was therefore atrociously man- 
handled and persecuted. However, she adhered to truth and never gave it 
up, convinced that she would become “the Copernicus of the 1970's." Marx 
once said that on entering the threshold of science, like entering the 
threshold of hell, one must not show cowardice in any way. Comrade Zhang 
was aware of this, so she unhesitatingly laid down her life when she had 
to defend Marxist truth. That is why she said: “To make revolution, one 
must have strength.” She believed in a person's meaningful life or death 
as long as he dedicated it to revolution. The interests of the party and 
revolution were important to her, because their destiny and future 
prospects were constantly on her mind. For the sake of the interests 

of the party and people, she could bear hardships and give up everything. 
For their sake, she would go anywhere to do credit to a communist's revo- 
lutionary heroism and his unyielding revolutionary spirit. 


73 











Marxist truth esbodies and champions the fundamental interests of the 
masses, and fighting for truth is to defend the people's fundamental 
interests. Where there is struggle there will be sacrifice. As Lenin 
said: “Whoever thinks that no temporary and major sacrifice will be 
experienced before victory is won is not « revolutionary, nor will he be 
freed from the pedantry of bourgeois intellec’ als but will be absorbed 
by the counterrevolutionary bourgeois camp.” ("Letter to American 
Workers,” "Collected Works of Lenin,” Vol 28, p 49) In one of his early 
poems, our respected and beloved Premier Zhou Enlai wrote: “Without the 
seeds of revolution, how can communism flourish? How can the red flag 
flutter unless dyed in martyrs’ blood?” He meant that nothing cane 
cheaply, including the desire to be «4 communist. When Lin Biao and “*e 
“gang of four" were running aguck, many proletarian revolutionaries o: 
the older generation, for the sake of the destiny and future prospects 
of the party and state, boldly came forward and openly struggled against 
them. Such a revolutionary spirit based on revolutionary principles vas 
esteemed by the whole party and people throughout the country. Moreover, 
a large number of revolutionary cadres and masses employed every avail- 
able means to struggle against Lin Biao and the “gang of four." Their 
revolutionary spirit deserves our admiration. Comrade Zhang was one of 
them in fighting for truth. We should learn from her unyielding spirit. 


In learning from Comrade Zhang, we should learn from her noble qualities 
such as her openmindedness. She was true to the party and never indulged 
in big talk or acted like a political doubledealer or hypocrite. When 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four" were pushing an ultraleftist line detri- 
mental to the party and country, she felt she should correct what was 
wrong and stop flattery and unprincipled praise. However, when she aired 
her views based on truth, she was criticized, struggled against, arrested 
and detained. She nevertheless remained unyielding, asserting that con- 
munists should be open and aboveboard in confronting political struggle. 
She believed that devotion to the party was an essential attribute of 
every communist who upheld the party spirit and principle in line with 
the party's glorious tradition. If a communist surrenders everything to 
the party, there is nothing elee he should keep away from the party. 
Every communist should therefore be as openminded as Comrade Zhang in 
opposing doubledealing tactics and in waging uncompromising struggles 
against deception and falsehood. 


Learning from Comrade Zhang means learning from her spirit of being 
unsparing of herself and of consciously transforming her world outlook. 
Her noble actions were based on solid ideological foundations. Like 
tens of thousands of heroes, she was educated by the party and matured 
under the nurturing influence of the proletarian revolutionaries of the 
Older generation such as Comrades Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai and Zhu De. 

In her revolutionary practice she made conscious efforts to eliminate 
nonproletarian ideas and establish the proletarian world outlook. In 
her younger days she took Zhao Iman, Liu Hulan and Zhuo Qian as examples 
in promoting her progress. When she went tc college she studied 


74 








assiduously and developed a strong interest in Marxist-Leninist theories. 
This enabled her to assimilate abundant political experience from the 
works of revolutionary teachers. After joining the CCP, Comrade Zhang 
wee unsparing of herself, «rc forgetting that she was a communist and 
the pledge she had made at the time of her initiation. Communist ideals 
inspired her to impose exacting demands on herself and to combat self- 
interest and other nonproletarian ideas. Even when she was in jail, she 
did not relax her efforts to remold herself. She said: “To be tried in 
the crucible of imprisonment helps transform one's world outlook. Only 
through struggle can one fight fearlessly for truth.” Without being 
corrupted by opportunist and petty bourgeois influences, she became a 
communist of noble qualities. Comrade Zhang's growth shows that a revo- 
lutionary must transform the objective world while transforming his 
subjective world and gust strive ** uproot nonproletarian ideas before 
he can become a firm communist figuter. As a result of the great damage 
to the party caused by Lin Biao and the “gang of four” in past years, the 
party's prestige has suffered. It is no longer pure ideologically and 
organizationally. In addition, the vanguard role ~f party members has 
also declined. We must follow Lenin's teaching by “constantly raising 
the designation and roles of party members.” ("Second Congress of the 
Russian Social-Democratic Workers Party,” “Collected Works of Lenin,” 
Vol 6, p 458) 


Martyr Zhang was a fine communist and outstanding daughter of the Chinese 
nation. Zhe appearance of martyr Zhang at a time when Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" were running wild shows that Marxiem-Leninism-Mao Zedong 
Thought as well as the party's fine tradition and work style had taken 
roct among the vast number of communists. There are successors to the 
cause of our party, which has great future prospects and is invincible. 
At the same time we should see that, because of China’s prolonged period 
of feudal despotism and the unsound state of its socialist democracy and 
the legal system, Lin Biao and the "gang of four" were able to persecute 
and liquidate revolutionaries. We must therefore continually strengthen 
socialist democracy and the legal system to avoid a recurrence of a 
tragedy like that of Comrade Zhang. Let us take Comrade Zhang as an 
example, carry forward her spirit and dedicate ourselves to socialist 
modernization in the new Long March. 
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POREVER KEEP UP THE YANAN WORK STYLE--COM@NISTS MUST SERVE THE PEOPLE 
HEART AND SOUL 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 52-58 
{Article by Ma Wenrul [7456 2429 3843)] 


[Text] The issue of the party's work style concerns the attitude that 

should be adopted toward fulfilling the tasks and implementing the 

policies of the party. It is also an iseve of vital importance which 
revolution in a vic- 


determines whether our party is able to lead the 
torious march forward. Today we have entered a 
when the focus of the work of the entire party 
shifted to socialist construction and when the 
people throughout the country is to bring about 
Laying emphasis on strengthening the construction of the style in the 
perty's internal and external relations and on continuing to carry 
forward the Yenan work style is now of very great significance in insur- 
ing the realization of the four modernizations. 


After they reached northern Shaanxi in October 1935, the party Central 
Committee and Chairman Mao lived and fought in Yanan and the Shaanxi- 
Gansu-Ningxia Border Region for 13 years. During that period the party 
summed up the experiences and lessons of the Chinese revolution and set 
great store by the construction of the style in the party's internal ad 
external relations. Comrades Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Zhu De and other 
revolutionaries of the older generation nurtured and promoted the Yanan 
work style, which is still dearly cherished to this day. It was this 
kind of work style that insured the implementation of the correct line 
of our party, safeguarded the unity of the entire party on the basis of 
Marxiem-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and helped us tide over the most 
difficult years, win the anti-Japanese war and the war of liberation, 
and establish new China. After the founding of the People's Republic, 
the party Central Committee and Chairman Mao stressed the need to con- 
tinue strengthening the construction of the style in the party's 
internal and external relations. They repeatedly urged the entire party 
and people to carry forward the glorious tradition and work style of the 
Yanan era in order to prevent the socialist revolution from being given 
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up halfway and to insure that our socialist revolution and construction 
would continue its advance. 


The Yanan work style is extremely rich in content. Mainly I would like 
to touch upon questions concerning democratic work style, the style of 
plain living and hard struggle and the style of seeling truth fros 

facts. These work styles are the manifestation and application in many 
fields of the proletarian revolutionary outlook on life; they are 
permeated with the spirit of serving the people heart and soul. There- 
fore, the Yanan work style can also be summarized ir simple terms as the 
work style of wholeheartedly serving the people. Just as Comrade Mao 
Zedong pointed out: “These battalions of ours are wholly dedicated to 
the liberation of the people and work entirely in tte people's interests” 
("Serve the People"), ari “the only objective of this army lies in clos- 
ing ranks with the Chintse people and serving them heart and soul." ("On 
Coalition Government”) his is the pivot in talking about the party's 
work style, and any departure from it will make high-sounding remarks 
about work style empty talk. With their counterrevolutionary purpose of 
usurping party leadership, Lin Biao and the “gang of four" seriously 
undermined the party's fine tradition. Under their pernicious influence, 
some party members and a number of our cadres forgot that our cause and 
all our work was entirely aimed at serving the people and not any indi- 
vidual; and if they did not forget, at the very least the pernicious 
influence of Lin Biao and the “gang of four” caused the revolutionary 
will of these party members and cadres to flag. 


On the issue of work style, we must rectify things which were thrown into 
disorder. In the final analysis, this serves the interests of the masses 
of people. Therefore, in preserving and carrying forward the Yanen work 
style we must focus our efforts on wholeheactedly serving the people. 


On Democratic Work Style 


At the mention of democratic work style, the Yanan era naturally comes 
to mind. Old comrades, in particular, who spent years in Yanan pricr 

to the li eration, still cherish deep feelings for the democratic polit- 
ical life in Yanan. 42 that time many people came to Yanan free all 
over the country. Was it because the material life in Yanan was 
excellent? No, it was not. People were attracted to Yanan because of 
the high communist ideal, the revolutionary practice for the liberation 
of the nation and society, and ta» democratic spirit being given full 
play there. 


The Yanan democratic work style was based entirely on the historical 
materialist belief that the mass.” are the creators of history, and it 
entirely served the aim of givir,g scope to the historical initiative 
of the masses of people. Int’. Yanan era there was only the division 
of labor and no difference in # cial stetus among comrades, between the 
leaders and the aasses, or betwswn these in higher and those in lower 
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positions of responsibility. All people were comrades who had come 
together for a common revolutionary goal. When anyone had a complaint, 
he would unburden himself and freely exchange opinions with his conm- 
rades; when a problem cropped up, criticisms and self-criticisms were 
carried out to help one another. Nothing was taboo to talk about, and 
nobody concealed anything from his comrades at that time. -hat was 
right was upheld, and what proved wrong was rectified. No one thought 
of picking on anyone, putting political labels on anyone or wielding big 
sticks against anyone. .veryone dared to think and to act, conscien- 
tiously identified himself with the masses of people, competed with 
others in being a servant of the people and made strenuous efforts to 
overcome and clear away anything which did not belong to the proletariat. 
There was a little story that can well explain the democratic work style 
in Yanan. After Comrade Mao Zedong moved from Yangjialing to Zaoyuan in 
1943, he specially paid a visit to Comrade Yang Chengfu, who was the 
head of Zaoyuan village. Comrade Mao Zedong told him: "You are in 
charge of the village, and I have become one of the residents here. 

From now on, when you are having a meeting, please let me know." This 
episode shows that the democratic work style was practiced extensively 
in Yanan. Everyone, from the leading cadres to the ordinary people, 
shared the same determination to give play to the democratic spirit in 
his words and deeds. Democracy and equality between leaders and the 
masses and between those in higher and those in lower positions of 
responsibility characterized the Yanan democratic work style. This is 
of great significance to a class or a political party in power, but at 
the same time this is hardest to achieve. 


In essence, the issue of the democratic work style is one concerning 
the relationship between the inr4ivjidual and the masses. Is the revolu- 
tionary cause a cause for the masses in their millions or the work of a 
few heroes? There are two antagouistic viewpoints which take two abso- 
lutely different attitudes towaru the masses. One truly treats the 
masses as the masters of history, while the other considers them 
ignorant and incapable and treats them as if they were slaves. Hence, 
there are two different work styles, one being the democratic work 
style and the other the autocratic work style. In their struggle against 
feudalism, bourgeois revolutionaries used democracy to counter feudal 
autocracy. It is true that they once used democracy as a weapon with 
which they succeeded in bringing the people's enthusiasm into play and 
overthrowing the feudal classes. However, the bourgeoisie cannot prac- 
tice democracy from beginning to end, because it is an exploiting class 
and in essence opposed to the masses. The masses were only treated as 
a tool which is discarded once the bourgeoisie achieves its aim. The 
proletariat is utterly different from the bourgeoisie. The proletariat 
is the class that thoroughly practices democracy and keeps to the 
democratic work style. The proletariat and its vanguard, the Communist 
Party, always stand together with the masses of people in their revolr- 
tionary struggles. After the capture of political power, if a comrade 
in a higher position considers himself wiser than the masses and becomes 
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arrogant and bossy toward the masses, this signals that he is beginning 
to lose his proletarian democratic character. 


As any revolutionary task must be concretely performed by individuals, 
it is important to pay attention to the democratic work style in one's 
work. But the question of democratic work style concerns far more than 
personal behavior. The work style of the whole party is much more 
important, as all personal behavior is subject to the restriction and 
influence of all kinds of rules. More often, the masses get to know 
the Communist Party by judging the degree cf democratization in our 
system. Therefore, the party's democratic work style is closely linked 
with the system of our party. The Yanan democratic work style is praise- 
worthy because party organizations at all levels there earnestly prac- 
ticed democratic centralissz. 


China is a country devoid of a democratic tradition. The evil ways of 
dictatorial and autocratic rule, which lasted several thousand years 
during the feudal era, have yet to be eradicated today. Under their bad 
influence, some people are still unwilling or find it difficult to mobi- 
lize the : asses and bring their initiative into play accordin;; to the 
principle of democratic centralism. In view of this, our party and 
Comrade Mao Zedong adopted a series of measures in an attempt to safe- 
guard everyone's freedom of speech. These measures included putting 
forward the principles “Say all you know and say it without reserve," 
"Do not blame the speaker but be warned by his words," and “Correct 
mistakes if you have committed them and guard against them if you have 
not,” af well as the principle of the “three not's” advanced in 1962. 
According to these principles, all opinions, whether correct or not, are 
allowed to be aired; one is allowed to correct oneself if one has said 
anything wrong. If we refrain from advocating democracy for fear of 
hearing different opinions, it is as if we give up eating for fear of 
choking. On the basis of extensive democracy, we should gather the 
scattered and unsystematic opinions of the masses and reorganize and 
systematize all kinds of correct opinions among them through the process 
of differentiation, rearrangement and induction, so that these correct 
opinions can be raised to the level of theory or become policies provid- 
ing everyone with guidance. This kind of proletarian democratic system 
and proletarian centralism are complementary and indispensable to each 
other. The absence of either one will wreak havoc on proletarian 
democracy. 


Our revolutionary history shows that the degree of democracy practiced 
in a given period is in direct proportion to the enthusiasm of the 
masses during that period. In the history of our party, we obtained 

the best results in promoting democratic political life during the Yanan 
era. At that time, especially after the Yanan rectification movement 
when we summed up historical experiences and furthered our study of 
Marxi: a-Leninism, our entire party reached unanimity of opinion. Our 
actious were unified urder the discipline of democratic centralism, the 
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enthusiasm of the entire party and the masses of people was brought into 
full play and we were able to make ideological and organizational prepara- 
tions for scoring our victory on a national scale. With the counter- 
revolutionary ambition to usurp party and state power, Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four” sometimes engaged in stirring up anarchist troubles under 
the banner of “democracy.” Sometimes they hurled all kinds of abuse 
against democracy and carried out fascist rule, seriously undermining 
our party's democratic work style and suppressing the revolutionary 
enthusiasm of the masses. Currently, while the party is advocating the 
strengthening of democracy, certain people fail to distinguish between 
proletarian democracy and bourgeois democracy and between democratic 
centralism and anarchism and intend to deviate from Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought, the socialist road, the proletarian dictatorship and the 
leadership of the party. This runs counter to the interests of the 
masses and is in opposition to the true essence of proletarian democracy. 
Such people do not understand that our purpose in advocating democracy 
is to further uphold the four basic principles, make fewer mistakes and 
de a better job in serving the people. Certain people are desperately 
opposed to fostering democracy; they fail to understand or get used to 
the principle put forward by the party Central Committee to emancipate 
the mind, start up the machines, seek truth from facts, get united and 
look forward to the future. A few people have even gone so far as to 
oppose and attack this principle. This is very wrong. There can be no 
enthusiasm of the masses without democracy. Likewise, the political power 
of the proletar‘’at cannot be ‘onsolidated without democracy. If we were 
to follow the same road taken »y Lin Biao and the “gang of four," our 
party would completely alienate itself from the masses, ruin itself and 
incur national subjugation. Currently there is no question of too auch 
democracy. What we should do is extend and further foster democracy. 

We must take forceful measures to continue seriously implementing the 
spirit of the third plenum of the party Central Committee and publicize 
democracy and the democratic work style, taking the democratic work 
style of the Yanan era as the model. 


When talking about the democratic work style today, we would be forget- 
ting our original purpose if we failed to center our efforts on the 

goal of realizing the four modernizations and to bear in mind that 
wholeheartedly serving the people is the focus of all our work. If we 
fail, promotion of the party's demccratic work style would be demeaned 
and become an act of commercial marketing, just like the talk about love 
of humanity which becomes a madman's useless ravings once it departs 
from the class theory. 


On the Style of Plain Living and Hard Struggle 


In replying to a message of congratulations from the people of Yanan, 
Comrade Mao Zedong once said: "I wish the people of Yanan and the 
Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region continued unity, speedy recovery 
from the wounds of war and progress in your economic and cultural 
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construction. I hope that the revolutionary personnel of the whole coun- 
try will always keep to the style of plain living and hard struggle main- 
tained for more than a decade by the working personnel in Yanan and the 
Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region.” ("Always Keep to the Style of 
Plain Living and Hard Struggle") At the second session of the Seventh 
Central Committee of the CCP on the eve of the nationwide victory of the 
revolution, Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: "The comrades must be taught 
to remain modest, prudent and free from arrogance and rashness ju their 
style of work. The comrades must be taught to preserve the style of plain 
living and hard struggle." The style of plain living and hard struggle 
has been one important requirement for preserving the true revolutionary 
qualities of our party, winning the trust of the masses, overcoming 
difficulties and defeating the enemy. 


The Yanan era was a period of extreme adversity in our party's history. 
The period after the anti-Japanese war reached the stage of stalemate and, 
in particular, posed immense difficulty for us. At that time Japanese 
imperialism carried out its savage policies of “mopping up," “cleaning up,” 
and the three atrocities: burn all, kill all and loot all. At the same 
time the Kuomintang more openly put into operation its anticommunist and 
antipeople policies, whipped up three anticommunist high tides in suc- 
cession and subjected the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Reg‘on to water- 
tight encirclement, embargo and sabotage. What great hardships we 
experienced at that time! We had barely enough clothing, no edible oil, 
no shoes or socks for the soldiers, and the working personnel had no 
quilts to sleep under in winter. 


Somehow we managed to tide over the difficulties ard carry the revolution 
forward, because we made up our minds to use our own hands and be self- 
reliant. The comrades emulated one another in revolutiona-:y work and 
productive labor and competed at being good models. Everyone, including 
the party and government leaders, took part in reclaiming land, farming, 
spinning or weaving. Comrade Mao Zedong himself kept a plot in 
Yangjialing and declined the villagers’ offer to look after the crop. 
Comrade Zhou Enlai took an old woman as his teacher and learned how to 
spin wool into thread. Everyone maintained the style of plain living 
and hard struggle and selflessly worked in the interests of the people. 
I remember once inviting Snow to a meal. I bought only 10 egs, beat 
them up, mixed them with maize, Chinese sorghum and black bean flour, 
and steamed and served them. Snow was satisfied with the meal, and he 
told Comrades Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai: "Your life is so difficult and 
you are so hardworking. I am convinced that the Chinese revolution will 
succeed and that you will contribute a great deal to the world revolu- 
tion.” It was our work style of sharing weal and woe with the masses 
that forged the harmonious relationship among all the revolutionary 
comrades within our ranks, between those in higher and those in lower 
positions of resnonsibility and between the leaders and the masses, and 
helped form an invincible fighting fv-ce. 
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The spirit and style of plain living and hard struggle are a part of the 
high qualities of the proletariat. It has always been hard to make revo- 
lution. The successes of many revolutionaries in history should be 
attributed in one way or another to the style of plain living and hard 
struggle, while the failures have generally resulted from a love of 
pleasure and a comfortable life which corrupted them and alienated them 
from the masses of people. We have read about a multitude of heroes in 
many fiery peasant revolutions who failed in their great undertakings 
when they were on the verge of success. The uprising led by Li Zicheng 
and the Taiping revolution both ended in failure. It was not because 

the leading figures in such revolutions failed to fight the bitter bactles 
shoulder to shoulder with the masses, but toward the end, especially once 
some victory had been won, the leaders became conceited and degenerated. 
Only the proletariat has the merit of self-discipline and is capable of 
keeping up the style of plain living and hard struggle. Lenin once made 
the pointed comment that forgetting the past means betrayal. Therefore, 
the vanguard of the proletariat always educates commun: ts and the cadres 
on the importance of acquiring a firm mass viewpoint and maintaining the 
style of plain living and hard struggle. Under no circumstances must we 
ever put personal interests in first place. We must always subordinate 
persoral interests to those of the nation and the masses and serve the 
people heart and soul. Communists are servants of the people; they must 
never ask for privileges, especially when there still are difficulties 

in people's lives. This applies particularly to comrades in leading 
positions, because they wield more power and can exert greater influence, 
and their conduct, good or bad, never escapes the discerning eyes of the 
people. The nasses will treat our leaders, cadres and party members as 
their own peuple only when our leaders, cadres and party members are 

“the first to show concern for the state and the last to enjoy life." 

If a person revels in a high position and indulges himself in comfort, 

or if he puts on the airs of a bureaucrat and shows no concern for the 
well-being of the people in his work, then no matter how high~sounding 
his slogans about his intention to work in the people's interests, they 
will certainly appear very ridiculous in the eyes of the masses and be 
rewarded with snickers. 


The style of plain living and hard struggle is an important requirement 
if a political party, a leading organization or a party cadre desires 
the trust of the masses. In this respect, the majority of our cadres, 
whether old, middle-aged or young, have been doing well or relatively 
well. They still preserve the spirit and work style of the Yanan era 
and command the trust and support of the people. This is clearly show 
in the large number of cadres taking part in socialist construction, in 
the many comrades working hard at the grassroots and in the work of 
those who are mixing with the masses to redress unjust, wrong and false 
charges and sentences. Despite their advanced age, some old comrades 
have repeatedly asked for work sssignments in northern Shaanxi where the 
conditions are most arduous in order to devote their sunset years to 
transforming the backward conditions there. Other comrades have taken 
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the initiative in persuading their families to their way of thinking and 
eagerly requested permission for them to work in border regions. This 
kind of determination, action and spirit to work where conditions are 
arduous and to work at the grassroots level or in the border areas 
deserves emulation and is especially commendable in the current situa- 
tion. 


However, among the ranks of our cadres there is still an undesirable 
trend. Currently there are some cadres, including some old cadres 
occupying rather high positions, who think more about themselves and 
their “small circles" and less about the cause and future of the party 
and nation and the well-being of the masses of people. Some com-ades, 
when suppressed and persecuted by Lin Biao and the “gang of four” in the 
past, received the sympathy and support of the masses. Now that the 
“gang of four" has been smashed, these comrades fail to show their 
enthusiasm for energetically working for the party and the people. 
Instead, they have made excessive requests during the period of imple- 
menting the party's cadre policy. At the time of job placement they 
openly complained that they had been assigned to positions that were 

too low for them, wanted accounts squared in every detail concerning 
their rank, or even refused to accept assignments. Others are afraid 

of hardships; they prefer working in the big cities to working in the 
localities. It cannot be denied that these comrades have made self- 
interest the first consideration and do not have the spirit of dedicating 
their lives to the revolution. 


On the issue of cadres, some comrades at first took an aversion to the 
ignominious practice of “appointing people by favoritism" as it existed 
during the "gang of four's” heyday; but later, after they themselves 
assumed certain leading posts, they left much to be desired in imple- 
menting the principle of “appointing people on merit.” A few of them 
even abused their offices and practiced nepotism, in complete disregard 
of the interests and prestige of the party, giving the masses a very bad 
impression. In a certain mine, when the higher authorities, out of con- 
sideration for the needs of the staff, agreed to recruit new miners from 
among the families of the miners, 31 percent of the quota for new 
recruits was used by certain people to establish contacts and render 
favors. As a result, some recruits came from the families of officials 
of a certain government organization in the province, some were from the 
area where the mine was located, and some were from families living in a 
nearby county, while sons and daughters of the miners who were entitled 
to such vacancies were left out. This aroused a strong reaction among 
the masses, who said this was the Kuomintang style of work and a revival 
of the old society's practice of “one's dear ones reaping windfalls once 
one becomes an official.” The director of the supply cooperative in a 
certain county secured dozens of jobs in the sector where he worked for 
members of his family, his relatives and friends. Such evil phenomena 
of entering through the back door reflect the selfishness and improper 
work style of some cadres. They run counter to our party's work style. 
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They also point to the fact that the “gang of four” has done much harm 
to our party's work style and that bourgeois ideas have penetrated the 
minds of some of our comrades. Such ideas will certainly corrode the 
healthy organisms of our party if we are not on the alert. 


Some comrades are indifferent to such undesirable practices. In their 
opinion, it does not matter if leading cadres establish some “contacts” 
and occasionally go in for ostentation and extravagance. They think 
there are good reasons--a big country like ours should act in style; 

a socialist country like ours should not appear in such a way that 
capitalist countries look down upon it; leading cadres may have some 
privileges that only people in power can enjoy; and so on. These com- 
rades do not understand the way in which we should compete with foreign 
countries; nor do they understand that socialist revolution has to 
undergo an arduous and protracted process. The development of productive 
forces cannot gain high speed as soon as the takeover of political power 
is completed. It will take a whole lifetime for us to change China's 
conditions, with its poverty and backwardness, through plain living and 
hard struggle. The leading cadres of the party are by no means lords 
high above the masses, but public servants who serve the people heart and 
soul, Otherwise, there would not be much difference between them and past 
rulers who belonged to exploiting classes. Therefore, the promotion of 
the style of plain living and hard struggle must be combined with 
strengthening the «ijucation on ideals and the four basic principles. 

We must insist on he class viewpoint, the mass viewpoint, the attitude 
of labor and the sense of organization. Only when one acquires a firm 
and correct political orientation will one be able to foster the style 

of plain living and hard struggle. First, leading comrades must set an 
example, and party committees at all levels must take the lead. Once 

the leading organs purify their thinking and acquire the correct work 
style, the party members will also have their work style improved. Once 
the work style of the party is corrected, it will be easier to deal with 
erroneous thinking and evil trends in society. 


To promote the style of plain iiving and hard struggle it is imperative 
to criticize hedonism. Hedonism is the reflection of individualism in 
material life; it is corroding our organization. Corruption and 
embezzlement, waste and extravagance, the squandering of state funds 
and materials and other forms of decadence have their origin in indi- 
vidualism. It is very true that “individualism gives rise to all forms 
of vice.” Naturally, in advocating the style of plain living and hard 
struggle we do not mean to oppose improving the material life of the 
people. Improving the living conditions of the people and hedonism are 
two entirely different matters. Even under adverse conditions such as 
those experienced in the Yanan era, we advocated improving our material 
life on the condition of developing production. At that time we put 
forth the slogan “Ample food and clothing through self-reliance." It is 
another one-sided viewpoint to speak only of plain living and hard 
struggle witiicout giving attention to improving the life of the people. 
This viewpoint is equally harmful and should be rejected. 
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There is another erroneous viewpoint at present which places the style 
of plain living and hard struggle in opposition to the four moderniza- 
tions. Among comrades holding such a viewpoint, some consider that the 
style of plain living is no longer needed now that we are working to 
realize the four modernizations. These comrades want to import foreign 
technology and equipment at the slightest opportunity. They completely 
disregard our abilities and are unwilling to find use for our existing 
capacity. This kind of mentality of regarding all foreign things as 
good will only bring harm. Ours is a country with a big population and 
weak foundation. We have rich material resources in our vast territory, 
but these aust be explored and utilized in the course of the four mod- 
ernizations. In the Yanan era we obtained ample food and clothing 
through self-reliance. Today we must use our b’ains and under the 
system of socialism blaze a trail to Chinese-zcyle modernization. For 
a fairly long period to come we must use buth indigenous and foreign 
methods; big enterprises must coexist win semimechanized industries. 
We must unfold the movement te increas” production and practice economy. 
We must encourage old enterprises tr tap their potentials, introduce 
renovations and transform themselves. Some other comrades suffer from 
petty-mindedness in understar?‘-g the style of plain living and hard 
struggle. They seem to ccusider the transfer of foreign advanced tech- 
nology and equipment to China unnecessary because we believe in self- 
reliance and the style of plain living and hard struggle. They indis- 
sriminately reject all irrcorts. They are utterly at a loss once they 
discover difficulties or problems in such transfers, which are inevitable 
on our road to progress due to our lack of experience. They often 
exaggerate the degree of difficulty encountered. All this ma ifests 
itself in inertia. No revolutionary should ever panic when he experi- 
ences difficulties or problems on his road of advance. Taking a casual 
attitude toward our difficulties or problems is, of course, also wrong. 
Difficulties will be overcome and problems solwed if we take a correct 
and serious attitude toward them, seek truth from facts and adopt 
appropriate measures. We must make use of such a spirit in accelerating 
the four modernizations, and we are convinced that with such a *virit we 
will te able to surmount all difficulties. 


On the Style of Seekiig Truth From Facts 


The style of seeking truth ‘rom facts is the style of integrating theory 
with practice, which constitutes our party's ideological line and its 
fundamental attitude towz:. its work. 


Seeking truth from facts was given special emphasis during the rectificae- 
tion movement in Yanan in 1942 in order to counter Wang Ming's opportunivt 
line. As the party's ideological line and its fundamental «'-.tude toward 
its work, the style of seeking truth from facts was the result of sum 
marizing both the positive and negative experiences of the Chinese 
revolution, especially amid the struggle against “left" and right oppor- 
tunist lines. Comrade Mao Zedong represented those who insisted on the 
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ideological line of seeking truth from facts. He had long paid attention 
to social investigations. In his “Oppose Book Worship,” written in 1930, 
he raised the slogan "No investigation, no right to speak.” Later, dur- 
ing the rectification movement in Yanan, he developed this idea to per- 
fection and put it forward as the world outlook and methodology for 
communists. At his instigation, and through the rectification movement, 
the practice of energetically making investigations and studies began to 
thrive among the cadres and masses in Yanan and the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia 
Border Region. in dealing with any work, everyone would proceed from the 
practical situation, resolutely oppose giving blind directives before 
getting to know true situations, strive against empty talk, !ying and 
bragging, and combat dogmatism and empiricism. As a result, life in 
Yanan was full of vitality, and every front was flourishing. Making 
revolution is different from putting up a show and does not aac at 
winning applause from an audience. In making revolution we want tv 

serve the people. The .eason behind our ineffectiveness in some aspects 
of our work lies in our failure to seek truth from facts, the separation 
of our theory and practice as well as our alienation from the people. 


Comrade Mao Zedong gave the most brilliant expositions of the style of 
seeking truth from facts. In his “Reform Our Study" Comra.. Mao Zedong 
said: “'Facts" are all the things that exist objectively, ‘truth’ means 
their internal relations, that is, the laws governing them, and ‘to seek' 
means to study. We should proceed from the actual conditions inside and 
outside the country, province, county or district and derive from then, 
as our guide to action, laws which are inhesent in them and not imaginary. 
That is, we should find the internal relations of the events occurring 
around us.” This attitude is the concentrated expression of the prole- 
tarian party spirit and the guarantee that we will be able to do a good 
job in our work, win the support of the masses and achieve victory in 
our revolution. Beginning in 1935, our party spent nearly a decade 
before we were able to officially establish the position of this 
scientific ideological line and discreet attitude in the party. In 
between we experienced the rectification movement in Yanan and the 
seventh party congress. In the party constitution passed at the seventh 
party congress, Mao Zedong Thought--which embodies the unity of Marxist- 
Leninist theory and the vhinese revolutionary practice--was designated 
the guiding ideology of our party. Im the past decade and more, due to 
the interference and sabotage of Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” the 
party's style of seeking truth from facts was subjected to serious 
damage. After the smashing of the “gang of four” and the subsequent 
movement to expose, criticize and investigate the activities of the 
“gang of four,” especially through the third plenum of the llth party 
Central Committee, the party scored another important victory by once 
more affirming the great significance of the ideological line of seeking 
truth from facts. 


Historically our party has suffered a great deal from "left" and right 
opportunist lines, but the harm done to our party by "left" dogmatien 


86 











has been especially serious. Our party achieved a large-scale expansion 
around 1930. Later, however, due to the reign of the “left” opportunist 
line represented by Wang Ming, our party's work in the Kuomintang- 
controlled areas suffered a 100 percent loss, while 90 percent of our 
revolutionary bases fell back into the enemy's hands. We have obtained 
many experiences and learned many lessons during the three decades and 
more since the founding of the People’s Republic. The gravest _osses 
we suffered were caused by the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four.” Lin Biao and the “gang of four” wrought extremely great 
havoc on the party's prestige and brought our national economy to the 
brink of collapse. That the “leftist” line was able to cause such havoc 
for such a long time and bring about enormous damage without being 
checked in time lies not only in the fact that it took on the appearance 
of a revolutionary line by donning the cloak of Marxism-Leninism, which 
made it difficult to be seen tarough by people who are politically naive, 
inexperienced and devoid of « thorough understanding of revolutionary 
theory, but also in the fac’: that our country in the past was one full 
of petty bourgeoisie. Eve.i today petty bourgeois thinking is still very 
common among our people, and this helps “leftist” thinking grow and 
spread. That is why it takes more effort to correct “leftist” errors. 





Ta promoting the style of seeking truth from facts, the most important 
tiing is to respect matters of objective reality. To a revolutionary 
the most important objective reality is the presence of the people. 

In “On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People,” Comrade 
Mao Zedong wrote: "In drawing up plans, handling affairs or thinking 
about problems, we must proceed from the fact that China has a popula- 
tion of 600 million, and we must never forget this fact." If we depart 
from the great presence of the masses of people, we will never accomplish 
anything. it is on this problem that those people within our party who 
committed “leftist” or rightist errors went wrong. They either went 
beyond the limits allowed by the masses’ level of political consciousness 
at the time and forced the masses to do what they were unwilling to or 
what they were not ready to do; or they lagged behind the masses’ level 
of political consciousness, accused them of cherishing wishful thinking 
and suppressed their revolutionary enthusiasm. The effective way to 
guard against both kinds of errors is to drop pretentious airs, go among 
the masses to make investigations, share joys and sorrows with them and 
throb with the pulse of our times. The mass viewpoint is the focus of 
our style of seeking truth from facts. We will be able to foster the 
style of seeking truth from facts only when we trust and rely on the 
masses, think highly of their initiative, constantly have the interests 
of the people at heart and make ourselves willing pupils of the masses. 
People who are in the habit of issuing blind directives and arbitrary 
orders may not have true respect for the people. During the rectifica- 
tion movement in Yanan, Comrade Mao Zedong specially brought up the 
question “for whom?" He pointedly stated: “This question of ‘for whom?’ 
is fundamental; it is a question of principle." ("Talks at the Yanan 
Forum on Literature and Art’) This is even more important today when we 
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have just put an end to the interference end sabotage of Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four" during the past 10 years and more. We must pay 
special attention to it. 


We seek truth from facts; we must follow the principle of one divic.4 
into two when we evaluate our work. Despite the fact that we are deter- 
mined to serve the people heart and soul, there is no need for alare if 
we find that we often make mistakes due to cur inexperience, one- 
sidedness in our understanding of the reality or the wrong methods ve 
adopt in our work. What matters is not whether we sake aistakes but 
whether we can take a correct ettitude toward mistakes once they have 
been made and whether we dare correct what is wrong. The insistence on 
unfolding criticism and self-criticism itself represents an attitude of 
seeking truth from facts. In this respect Comrade Mao Zedong also set 
an example for us. In November 1941 at the second assembl of repre- 
sentatives of the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region, Mr Li Dingming 
proposed a motion on “better troops and simpler administr.tion.” Con- 
rade Mao Ze4ong copied it in his own notebook and earnestly wrote down 
his comments on it. Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out that the sethod 
proposed in Mr Li's motion was very good and that it provided an excel- 
lent antidote against our bureaucratism and formalism as well as the 
practice of having overstaffed and overlapping organizations. Our party 
accepted the criticisms from outside the party and improved ite work. 

As a result, our administrative organizations were streamlined, the 
burden on the people's shoulders was reduced and our party was able to 
function more efficiently. Currently some of our comrades are excessively 
self-confident. They seldom take the initiative in finding out whether 
their own work needs improvement and what opinions the masses have about 
it. They fail to keep cool when confronted with criticism from the masses 
and are unable to benefit from correct criticism from the masses by 
analyzing these criticisms. A few even try to conceal faults and gloss 
over wrongs. As a result, normal political life is hindered, mistakes 
develop unchecked and the progress of our work is held up. If criticissa 
and self-criticism are frequently unfolded, and if what ‘s right is 
upheld and what is wrong is rectified in the interests of the people, 
we will be able to have a lively political life and our revolutiscsary 
forces will surely flourish. Therefore, Comrade Mao Zedong always 
attached great importance to criticism and self-criticism and took it 

as a clear criterion for distinguishing between the Communist Party and 
other political parties. 


There are currently two erroneous ideolraical trends inside the party. 
One disguises itself as being “left" ana opposes the principles adopted 
by the third plenum. These people have been deeply influenced by the 
ultraleftist ideological trend of the “gang of four." They have become 
accustomed to a set of wrong ideological and working methods formed in 
the past decade and more and dislike the idea of strengthening democracy. 
An extremely small number of people among them have even spread lies and 
slanders, charging that the series of principles carried out by the 








Central Committee after the smashing of the “gang of four,” and espe- 
cially since the third plenum, are against Marxise-Leninis=-Mso Zedong 
Thought. The other erroneous ideological trend is that of attacking 
the principles adopted by the third plenum from the right. These 
people are infatuated with superficial appearances and the way of life 
of capitalist society. They mistake the results of the sabotage by the 
“gang of four” a a reflection on the practice of the socialist systez 
and begin to suspect the superiority of the sociaJist systex. Both of 
these erroneous ideciogical trends criginate from the interference and 
sabotage by the “gang of four.” They were in existence long before the 
third plenum. However, they have exposed their features in recent 
months. 


Some who suffer from ome or the other of these two erroneous ideological 
trends have shown the/r irresolute political character. We must analyze 
them according to the principle of seeking truth from facts, differentiate 
between cases and treat them differently. The great majority of such 
cases belong to the category of cognitive ability and should be classi- 
fied as contradictions umong the people. The persons concerned have 
ossified thinking and are isolated from life and alienated from the 
people. Ideologically their errors fall within the category of idealiss 
and metaphysics. They have been misled by superficial phenomena. They 
suffer from the ossified viewpoint that a good thing must be good 
throughout and a bad thing must be rotten to the core. They are devoid 
of the mass viewpoint, the dialectical viewpoint, revolutionary ideals 
and the revolutionary spirit of courageously bearing hardships. in 
short, they are devoid of the attitude of seeking truth from facts. 
Therefore, we must strengthen our ideological and political work and 
educate them in dialectical and historical materialism. It is particu- 
larly important to organize young people in the study of the history of 
social developments and enable them to acquire high ideals and the 
revolutionary outlook on life. In the course of education to overcome 
irroneous thinking, we must resolutely implement the “three don'ts”-- 
don't pick on people, don't put political labels on people and don't 
wield big sticks. We must reason things out wd do meticulous and 
painstaking ideological work so that all who wherish erroneous thinking 
can be brought to see their errors and return to the correct s’ andpoint. 
We must also resolutely deal blows to the extremely small number of 
black sheep and unrepentant followers of the “gang of four,” seriously 
criticize them and bring to justice those who have violated the law. 


All in all, the issue of work style is a very imrc-tant one. It is 
through the work style of the party and its leading organs that the 
masses can understand the nature of our party and its line and policies. 
The Yanan work style embodies in concrete terms the proletarian political 
party's nature of wholeheartedly serving the people and its function as 
the vanguard of the proletariat. Therefore, the Yanan work style has 
enriched the Marxist-Leninist theory on party building. Now that che 
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“gang of four” has wreaked havoc on the party's work style and done auch 
harm to the party's prestige, it is imperative for us to energetically 
strengthen the Yenan work style and serve the people. In this way ve 
are sure to win the trust and support of the people, bring the enthusiass 


of the broad masses into full play and epeed up our socialist soderniza- 
tion. 








STRENGTHENING PARTY UNITY IS “HE MAJOR GUARANTEE POR TRE REALIZATION OF 
THE POUR MODERNIZATIONS 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 59-63 
[Article by Tie Ying [6993 3841)) 


[Text] The third plenary . wsion of the llth CCP Central Committee 
decided to shifc the focus of the whole party's work to socialist 
modernization. The people in Zhejiang, just as in the whole councry, 
have warmly supported this policy decisi-. sf the CCP Central Committee. 
Developing socialist modernization amid u.iity and stability represents 
the fundamental interests of the people of various nationalities in our 
country. It provides a general picture of the whole party and the whole 
country and is the greatest demonstration of politics at present and for 
a fairly long historical period to come. An important prebles confronting 
us now is to further strengthen party unity and thus strengthen the unity 
of the whole proletariat and ‘he people throughout the country. We sust 
really make the whole country up and down unite in a concerted effort to 
realize the four modernizations. 


In the past 2 years and more since the smashing of the “gang of four,” 
under the correct ieadership of the party Central Committee headed by 
Comrade Hua Guofeng, we have triumphantly waged a great struggle to 
expose and criticize Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” basically 
destroyed their counterrevolutionary piitical forces and eliminated the 
causes of a long period of party disunity, national disorder and social 
trouble. We have reorganized and strengthened leading grouos at various 
levels. We have reinforced leading groups with new and old ~adres who 
had long been subjected to attack snd persecution by Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four” and who emerged ip struggle against them and won tiie 
support of the masses. This ha. enabled le«der<-i.iy at various levels to 
be basically put in the firm ¢rasp of cadres whom the people can trust. 
We have aroused the masses *o penetratingly criticize the cvunterrevoiu- 
tionary line promoted by Lin Biao and the “gang of four.” This has helped 
considerably in strengthening party and mass unity. The traditional work 
style of the party har been restored and carried forward. Factionsliss 
or anarchism, once the order of the day when the “gang of four" threw 
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their weight around, has become the anathema of the masses and proven 
increasingly unpopular. A political situation of stability and unity 

is being strengthened and carried forward. However, we still cannot 
vaderestimate the ~emnant poison and influence of Lin Biao and the 

"gang of four,” who pursued factioualism and splittism in a big way. 

Vhe “internal injuries" inflicted on people's minds cannot be over- 
looked. Such internal injuries have not just affected those comrades 
who once pursued Lin Biao and the "sang of four's™ line. They are even 
reflected in those comrades once subjected to the attack and persecution 
of Lin Biao and the “gang of four." Factionalism is also assuming new 
forms in continuously corroding the party's organism. Some comrades 
still make a practice of dividing into groups or cliques with our party, 
their words and deeds inseparable from factional viewpoints. Some com- 
rades have not completely dispelled misunderstandings traceable to 
historical factors. They suspect and distrust each other. Some cadres 
and even leading cadres for personal reasons have favored one group and 
discriminated against another. In individual cases they have even sup- 
ported certain people openly or secretly in carrying out factional 
activities. In ordinary times, factionalism is not so prominent. But 
it does rear its head in such matters as policy implementation and cadre 
selection. Especially at the first sign of somethi.g in the wind, cer- 
tain people launch activities under such banners as “two-line struggle," 
“promotion of democracy," and so forth. In all those areas and units 
where factionaliem has not been eliminated, it happens that the party's 
general lines and specific policies cannot be thoroughly implemented, the 
party's centralized leadership and its organizational discipline suffer, 
and anarchism, individualism and various other erroneous ideas get a 
chance to rear their heads or spread unchecked. So it can be said that 
factionalism remains the archenemy of the party and the people. It is 
an important indication of an improper party work style and has the 
corrosive effect of disintegrating the party organization and weakening 
the party's militant power. Thoroughly eliminating the remnant poison 
and influence of Lin Biao and the "gang of four,” who vigorously promoted 
factionalism, is an important current problem in rectifying the party's 
work style, strengthening party unity and properly working toward the 
"four modernizations." 


/To overcome factionalism and strengthen party unity, we must further 
criticize ideologically and theoretically various splittist fallacies 
spread by Lin Biao and the "gang of four," draw a clear line of dis- 
tinction between party spirit and factionalism and raise the conscious- 
ness of resisting and opposing factional activities./ For a long period, 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four" cast themselves in the role of repre- 
sentatives of "the correct line." Under the banner of "two-line strug- 
gle," they advocated "spurning the party committee in making revolution.” 
They called for the existence of a party outside the party and groups 
within the party in an attempt to find a legal basis for recruiting 
tollowers and justify their launching of factional activities. They 

also attached the "proletarian" label to factionalism, passing it off 
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as party spirit. Under the very influence of such remnant poison, some 
of our comrades even today still equate factionalism with party spirit 
and take the factionalist work style as that of the party. In carrying 
out factional activities they also think that they are waging a “two- 
line struggle” and representing the masses" “revolutionary demands." 
This is extremely wrong. 


The third plenum of the llth CCP Central Committee affirmed the guide- 
line of emancipating the mind, getting ahead, seeking truth from facts 
and uniting as one in our advance. A main task confronting us at present 
and for a fairly long historical period to come is to carry out socialist 
modernization in a systematic and planned manner. To remove obstacles 
to the development of the four modernizations amid stability and unity, 
we must continue to penetratingly criticize the ultraleftist line of Lin 
Biao and the “gang of four." If we make no effort to eliminate the 
remnant poison of the ultraleftist line and do not uphold or carry out 
the general lines and specific policies of the third plenary session of 
the party Central Committee, if we disregard the four modernizations and 
use “two-line struggle" as an excuse to set up various factions within 
the party, and if we lay claim to representing “the correct line” and 
equate different views with "the wrong line," how can we wage a struggle 
for the correct line? What these comrades claim about representing the 
masses’ “revolutionary demands" actually reflects their factional inter- 
ests and aspirations. Historical experience shows that in waging two- 
line struggle within the party we must adhere to the three basic prin- 
ciples, “practice Marxism and not revisionism; unite and do not split; 
be open and aboveboard and do not intrigue and conspire,” and observe 
party rules and regulations. Within the party we must give full play 

to democracy. Any party member who has a different view of the party's 
general lines and specific policies and resolutions may put it forward 
at a party meeting and is allowed to maintain what he thinks. But in 
action he must resolutely obey and uphold the party's centralized 
leadership. In no way can he proceed from factional viewpoints, carry- 
ing out those policies that please him and neglecting those that do not, 
complying in public but opposing in private, and even refusing to carry 
out what he is expected to do. Still less can he carry out activities 
behind the party committee's back. Doggedly ..ging principled struggle 
should be combined with observing party discipiine. A Communist Party 
member must play an exemplary role in not only doggedly waging prin- 
cipled struggle but also observing party discipline. 


Our party is the vanguard of the proletariat and a unified combat unit. 
No factional activity of any kind is allowed within the party. This is 
our party's consistent rule. Under conditions marked by class struggle, 
the appearance of factional activities in the party is inevitable. How- 
ever, this does not mean that factional activities are legal. Instead, 
it means we must be on guard against such a risk and consciously wage a 
struggle against factional activities. A strictly upheld party spirit 
is a concentrated manifestation of proletarian spirit. Factionalism is 
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a manifestation of the spirit of the exploiting class. To serve private 
and factional interests, all exploiting classes always set up sects and 
groups, deceiving each other and contending for power. The party spirit 
of the proletariat and the factionalism of the exploiting classes are as 
irreconcilable as fire and water. The factional viewpoint of praising 
exploiting-class factionalism as "proletarian" and confusing proletarian 
party spirit with exploiting-class factionalism runs entirely counter to 
Marxism. Marx pointed out: “As long as the working class has not 
matured enough to be capable of an independent historical movement, sects 
are (historically) justified. Once the working class reaches such a 
stage of maturity, all sects are in essence reactionary." ("Selected 
Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 4, p 394) A communist must draw a clear 
line of distinction where reactionary sectarian concepts are concerned 
and thoroughly break away from them. Not doing so, continuing to apply 
the viewpoints of feudal factions and bourgeois politicians to our pro- 
letarian political party and consciously or unconsciously carrying out 
sectarian activities of one kind or another is a manifestation of absence 
of party spirit and is incompatible with the glorious title of a Communist 
Party member. 


Our party organization has now just resumed normal political life and 
restored order after the ruinous sabotage by Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four." Its success has been dearly bought and paid for in blood. 

Though various shortcomings and mistakes are likely to appear in the 
future work of party committees at all levels, they should be solved 
through such proper forms of inner-party struggle as promoting democracy 
and unfolding criticism and self-criticism under the unified leadership 
of the party committee. If we find every excuse to do away with the 
party committee and promote another line, then how can there be peace 

in the party? How can we concentrate our efforts on the four moderniza- 
tions? What a mess of things the “gang of four" made in the past by 
vigorously promoting "spurning the party committee in making revolution.’ 
This is clear to all and is still fresh in our memories. Today we can 
never allow a repetition of such a mistake. 


/We must correctly wage inner-party struggle and properly handle rela- 
tions between members of ieading groups which are marked by coolness and 
misunderstanding and are attributable to historical factors. This is of 
great significance in strengthening party unity./ To topple a large 
number of revolut_onary comrades, realize their plot to usurp party and 
state power, distort the nature of inner-party struggle and subvert the 
relations between ourselves and the enemy, Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four" formerly found every excuse to wage ruthless "life-or-death" 
struggle and deal relentless blows. Failing to thoroughly eliminate 
such remnant poison does not help to correctly treat thuse comrades who 
have made mistakes and solve the aftermath of history in leading groups. 


Practice shows that to correctly wage inner-party struggle we must draw 
a line of distinction between inner-party struggle and the struggle 
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between ourselves and the enemy and strictly distinguish and correctly 
handle two different types of contradictions. Our struggle with Lin 
Biao and the “gang of four" and their counterrevolutionary political 
forces is a struggle between ourselves and the enemy. We must fully 
expose and thoroughly settle their crimes. Backbone members of the 
“gang of four," chieftains devoted to beating, smashing and plundering 
and counterrevolutionaries like Zhang Yongsheng and Weng Senhe of our 
province must be punished according to state law and never be let off 
lightly. If we do not do so, we cannot pacify the indignation of the 
people. Nor can we unite the great number of cadres and people. Our 
contradictions with those comrades who committed mistakes when Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four" ran wild are contradictions among the people. To 
these people we should apply the correct guideline of “not only making 
things clear ideologically but uniting comrades." These errant comrades 
in the past took the line promoted by Lin Biao and the “gang of four” as 
something correct and supported it. This aroused the anger of the 
people. Since the smashing of the "gang of four," some of these people 
who were deeply affected by poison have failed to immediately change 
their stand and feelings. They have not acmitted their own mistakes and 
have even found things to complain about. To fully arouse the masses to 
seriously and sternly criticize their mistakes is entirely necessary and 
correct. Otherwise, we cannot distinguish between right and wrong, which 
will dampen the enthusiasm of the masses. This also will not help to 
educate and save them. But in criticizing them we should lay stress on 
analyzing the then prevailing circumstances, the nature of the mistakes 
then committed and the social, historical and ideological causes. We 
should seek truth from facts in doing so. After they have admitted their 
mistakes and expressed a wish to turn over a new leaf, the chief responsi- 
ble comrades of the party committee must take the initiative to talk with 
them and use them properly as a gesture of faith. Even those comrades 
guilty of serious mistakes and not qualified as leaders should be given 
work and properly placed, as long as they show deep repentance for their 
misdeeds. We cormunists must have the ambition to emancipate all of 
mankind and always base our stand on party spirit and party policy. In 
no way can we replace policy with emotion. The purpose of our criticism 
of errant comrades is to distinguish between the right and the wrong line 
and achieve new unity based on the principles of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought. It is always good to have more people in revolution. 

We must dialectically unify a “hard and relentless" attitude toward 
mistakes with a “lenient and merciful" attitude toward comrades who have 
committed mistikes. We must be good to errant comrades, nice to people, 
popular with them and capable of uniting the greatest number of them. 

Of course, errant comrades must strictly criticize themselves, change 
their stand and correct their mistakes. The use by some people of our 
party's correct handling of their problems as an opportunity to reverse 
verdicts can only arouse mass anger against them. We must subject these 
people to criticism and education. In serious cases we must arouse the 
masses to wage the necessary struggle. 
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The cool relations and misunderstanding that now exist in leading groups 
are chiefly a result of the reactionary guideline of struggle promoted 
by Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” who provoked splits within the party 
and compelled many comrades to expose and struggle against each other. 
Some comrades have linked certain different views raised under new cir- 
cumstances with historically related old scores. This has added to the 
complexity of problems. We must look at historically related old scores 
from a historical point of view, make a down-to-earth analysis, and 
settle scores with Lin Biao and the “gang of four” and with individual 
bad people instead of unnecessarily involving our comrades. As we work 
for the four modernizations, the appearance of varied views within the 
ranks of the leading group is entirely normal. We should gradually 
achieve unified awareness in practice after democratic discussion. A 
simple clash of views is no cause to turn things upside down and trace 
them to historical factors. If we do so, we will have new wrongs to 
redress before old scores can be settled. 


As regards the party committee as a whole, we must bear collective 
interests in mind, view the situation as a whole, look far ahead and 
pay attention to unity, friendship, mutual support and mutual under- 
standing. In light of the four modernizations viewed as a whole, if we 
work ceaselessly on problems without principle in an attempt to find out 
who rates higher or lower and who is right or wrong and do not pool our 
mass wisdom or exert every effort, then how can we live up to the 
expectations of this great era of ours and of the party and the people? 
Members of leading groups at various levels must know themselves, pay 
more attention to self-criticism, set strict discipline for themselves, 
and be lenient toward others. This is a matter of great importance. 
They must not use a "microscope" on the shortcomings of others and a 
“magnifier” on their own strong points and consider themselves as 
“always right." To claim they never committed any blunders or mistakes 
in the earlier long period of complicated struggles does not correspond 
with actual facts. Those laying claim to being "always right" cannot 
persuade those errant comrades to their way of thinking. Meanwhile, 
they will naturally alienate those who disagree with them. This will 
seriously affect party unity. 


/In selecting and employing cadres, we must adhere to the line of 
“appointing people on their merit" and play fair and square. This is 
an important problem in consolidating party unity and in unification. / 
In treating cadres, Lin Biao and the "gang of four" vigorously advocated 
that “one's loyalty or disloyalty is based on the line one follows," and 
they took "a high consciousness of the line" as the sole criterion in 
selecting and promoting cadres. Those who followed their line were 
admitted to the party and rose rapidly. Those who opposed them were 
attacked and toppled. The purpose of their doing so was to establish a 
group “responsive to every command" and to realize their wild ambition 
of usurping party and state power. In light of this historical lesson, 
our leading groups at various levels today must be better geared to the 
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needs of the four modernizations. We must “appoint people on their 
merit" and guard against “appointing people on the basis of loyalty." 


Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: “The criterion the Communist Party 
should apply in its cadre policy is whether or not a cadre is resolute 
in carrying out the party line, follows party discipline, has close 

ties with the masses, has the ability to find his bearings independently 
and is active, hardworking and unselfish. This is what ‘appointing 
people on their merit" means." ("The Role of the Chinese Communist 
Party in the National War") The long struggle we waged against Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four” was a severe test for every comrade. In this 
struggle many comrades remained firm in their stand, fought resolutely 
and showed a relatively high consciousness of line. This is an impor- 
tant requirement in our selecting and promoting cadres. Meanwhile, we 
must pay attention to a cadre's professional level, his organizational 
ability and other factors. We must subject a cadre to an overall his- 
torical examination. Otherwise, we will deviate from the party's cadre 
policy that calls for both ability and political integrity. At present 
we take a cadre's consciousness of the line as a basis in judging whether 
he is resolute in carrying out the line of the third plenum of the CCP 
Central Committee and wholeheartedly devoted to promoting the four 
modernizations. Establishing another criterion of "consciousness of the 
line" in disregard of a cadre's showing in carrying out the line of the 
third plenum of the CCP Central Committee and achieving the four moderni- 
zations is obviously wrong. 


If we want to adhere to the line of “appointing people on their merit,” 
we must carry out the principle of party control over cadres, promote 
democracy and toe the mass line. Only by respecting the masses, trusting 
and relying on them and widely listening to their opinions can we avoid 
using cadres improperly because of inadequate knowledge of them. Only 
by so doing can we guard against treating those who agree with us as 
"perfect" and those who disagree with us as "good-for-nothings” and 
selecting and promoting cadres from a factional point of view. Only in 
this way can we give people of talent every chance and assign and pro- 
mote to various leadership posts those elite elements who are really 
professionally proficient, open and aboveboard, highly efficient and 
skilled in organization matters. Only in this way can we enable the 
masses to criticize and supervise cadres and enable party and state 
cadres to be public servants wholehearted_y devoted to serving the 
people. Experience tells us that selecting and using cadres properly 

or improperly has a bearing on unity viewed as a whole. When cadres 

are used properly, the masses are satisfied and happy, have nothing to 
worry about and work with vigor. The improper use of cadres will dampen 
the enthusiasm of a number of people. This is a problem to which we must 
attach great importance in the future. 


In opposing factionalism and factional activities and strengthening party 
unity, we must start with the leading cadres of leading party organs at 
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various levels. The party is a model for the whole society. Leacing 
party cadres at various levels are alao models for the whole party. 
Numerous facts show that a bad or good showing of unity among the \sasses, 
among the cadres and between the cadres and *ne masses has a great bear- 
ing on the unity of the leading group. The leading group, and especially 
the top two men, must set an example for ochers, lead in strengthening 
party spirit, overcoming factionalism and seeking proper unity, and be 
examples of unity. With the leading group united, the masses of perty 
members and cadres will have an example to imitate. Those factors 
responsible for disunity in party committees at lower levels can thus 
also be more easily discovered and solved. Individuals who make troubie 
in society for no reason and seek to disrupt stability and unity can be 
stopped in time and kept from making sevious trouble. 


To seek proper unity in the leading group, we must seriously carry out 
democratic centralism and strengther collective leadership. We cannot 
put individuals and a small number »2)' people above the party committee. 
Within the party committee there must. be no “standing committee"; outside 
it there must be no other equivalent of any kind. Within the leading 
group we must encourage <diiferent views to be put on the table and dis- 
cussed fully with a view to finding a down-to-earth solution on the 
principle of democratic centralism. We cannot unthinkingly raise 
different views to the high plane of two-line struggle. Nor can we let 
differences within the party committee find their way into society. 
Still less can we secretly support some people in carrying out group 
activities. We must adhere to party principles and not take a group as 
a basis in determining loyalty or disloyalty or divide persons among 
cadres and put people into groups who support or oppose us. We must 
guard against and expose the practice of boasting and flattering, telling 
tales and sowing dissension within the party. We must not believe in 
ghosts and the unorthodox. We must not be afraid of the stick or any 
pressure brought to bear. We must also oppose seeking any special 
privilege in the political field or in everyday life. We must treat 
others on an equal footing. We cannot consider that everything we say, 
rational or irrational, must be obeyed by others. Still less can we put 
on airs and find every excuse to talk down to or scold others. We must 
share joys and sorrows with the masses and oppose such evil practices as 
seeking special privileges, abusing one's authority, getting what one 
wants through pull or influence, and so forth. 


/Strengthening party unity and overcoming factionalism, in the final 
analysis, calls for solving the problem of building a party serving the 
interests of the vast majority or one serving those of the minority./ 

In the 2 years or more since the smashing of the "gang of four," why 
have the shackles of factionalism still not been thrown off in certain 
party organizations or even among certain leading cadres? This may be 
traced to the matter of understanding. More important, it has to do 
with the problem of world outlook. A fairly large number of our comrades 
joined the party in the Great Cultural Revolution. Since the struggle to 
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expose and criticize the “gang of four," these comrades have considerably 
raised their consciousness. But some, relatively deeply affected by the 
poison of splittism and anarchism and not subjecte to systeuatic educa- 
tion in the fundamentals of the party and to strict training in party 
life, have a weak conception of the party. Factionalica has left a deep 
imprint on their minds. They do not know that party interests should be 
placed above everything and individual interests unconditionally subordi- 
mated to those of the party. Instead they have put ind:\vidual and fac- 
tional interests above those of the party and are obsesseé <ith such 
factional concepts as “an affinity developing between people but in the 
same plight or united in fighting a bloody battle," “joining forces in 
the hour of danger and sharing joys and sorrows," and so forth. They do 
not attribute their party membership to party training but to factional 
“cultivation.” They do not regard the promotion of some people of their 
own faction as a revolutionary need. Instead, they consider it a mark of 
factional “distinction.” The overwhelming majority of the old comrades 
in our party, tested in a long period of revolutionary struggle and true 
to party principles in the struggle against Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four,” have made a good showing. But due to a relaxed effort to trans- 
form their world outlook, an extremely small number of these comrades 
have also become involved in factionalism. In studying problems or 
handling matters, they often consciously or unconsciously throw principle 
to the wind, disregard the situation as a whole, discriminate against one 
group and favor another for personal reasons, and abuse their authority. 
In addition, certain individuals are ambitious of attaining their own 
aims and use a faction as a bargaining lever with the party. To win fame 
and wealth aud seize rower, they do not hesitate to gang up, putting 
pressure on the party cummittee. Such conditions in the party show that 
factionalism is rooted in self-interest. Sectarianism, the mountain- 
stronghold mentality ara cliquism, no matter in what form they appear, 
are extensions of individualism. Some comrades have joined the party 
organizationally but not ideologically or have not even done so at all 

in the strict sense of the word. They have not only brought exploiting- 
class ideas to ithe party but energetically tried to use them as a means 
of transforming our party. Without really solving the problem of build- 
ing a ,arty serving public interests or one serving private interests, 

we cannot find a basic cure for deep-seated f. :tionalism. Improper 
practices will thus develop and spread. To solve this problem, a funda- 
mental way out is for us to apply the spirit of rectification to further 
educate party members and cadres. We must lead them to closely combine 
reality with such efforts as seriously studying Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought, summing up experiences, distinguishing between right and 
wrong, raising awareness and unifying thinking. Leading cadres must take 
the lead in doing so; thus, one level leads another, from top to bottom, 
in transforming the world outlook, strengthening the party conception, 
observing party rules and regulations, raising consciousness in main- 
taining party unity and fighting all acts that have a weakening or 
destructive effect on party unity. 
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Our party has led the people throughout the country to fight for 58 
years. Historical experience shows that party unity is a basic guarantee 
for a victory in revolution and construction. The criticism of Wang 
Ming's opportunist line in the 1942 Yanan rectification movement enabled 
the whole party to unify on the basis of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong 
Thought and to lead the people throughout the country to fight hard to 
win a great victory in the war of resistance against Japanese aggression 
and in the war of liberation. In the early 1960's our national e.-nomy 
suffered serious setbacks. Thanks to the 1962 enlarged work conference 
of the party Central Committee, democracy withiu the party was promoted. 
Experiences and lessons were summed up. The whole party and people 
throughout the country rallied closely around the party Central Committee 
headed by Comrade Mao Zedong and fought hard as one. They q ickly over- 
came their difficulties and enabled the national economy to gradually 
revive and develop. Now we are at a great turning point in history. 

For a country like ours, with modest beginnings, a large population and 
backward economic and cultural features, it is a very glorious and 
arduous task to find a Chinese-type road to modernization. We are 
shouldering a heavy burden. Based on the line of the third plenum of 

the party Central Committee and the scientific system of Marxisn- 
Leninism=-Mao Zedong Thought, we must unite more closely, eliminate inter- 
ference from "left" and right trende of thought that doubt and oppose the 
four basic principles and the line of the third plenum of the party 
Central Committee, and act as one in achieving a new victory in the four 
modernizations under the correct leadership of the party Central Committee 
headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng! 
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CLEAR UP MISUNDERSTANDING, STRENGTHEN UNITY 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 64-68 
[Article by Xu He [1776 4421]] 


[Text] Stability and unity are important to shifting the focus of the 
whole party's work. Since smashing the "gang of four" more than 2 years 
ago, how have we handled the problems of unity among leading groups at 
all levels? What about unity in the revolutionary ranks? Has this con- 
formed with shifting the focus of work? Judging from conditions that 
have prevailed in many regions, chere has been much progress in achieving 
unity, but problems are still plentiful. Since the development has been 
very uneven while the needs of the four modernizations are beyond our 
power to fulfill, we must continue to strengthen unity in the whole party 
and throughout the revolutionary ranks, particularly unity among leading 
groups at all levels. 


By usurping a fairly large portion of party power, Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four" ran amuck for as long as 10 years. The counterrevolutionary 
misdeeds they perpetrated and the “leftist” opportunist line they pushed 
caused great havoc to our country and people. Economically, the losses 
incurred were irreparable. However, the most deplorable thing they did 
was that they undermined the social practice engendered by pooling and 
training manpower that took us many years to develop, wrecked our party's 
fine tradition and disrupted the revolutionary unity between the whole 
party and people throughout the country. This was a serious blow to our 
party and the revolutionary ranks. After more than 2 years of adjust- 
ment, we criticized the "leftist" opportunist line pushed by Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four." We also rehabilitated a large number of cases 
in which people were framed, wrongly judged and falsely accused. As a 
result, we cleared up issues of right and wrong in line. Many comrades 
who were persecuted by them have had their ease of mind restored. 
Accordingly, the mental outlook of our cadres and masses has undergone 
encouraging changes. The unity of the entire revolutionary ranks has 
been substantially strengthened. Many comrades have showed up for work 
in the same units. It is most gratifying for us to achieve stability 
and unity throughout the country to pave the way politically for 
realizing the four modernizations. 
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However, despite encouraging signs the problem of unity even now remains 
a vexing problem for us. Im this sense, the “ghosts” of Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four” appear to haunt us. Judging from existing conditions, 
misunderstandings between cadres and contradictions among them apperr 
guch more obvious than in the past, such as during the Sino-Japanese var, 
the war of liberation and the period prior to the Great Cultural Zevolu- 
tion. These misunderstandings and contradictions are quite deep-rooted 
and defy solution. Although some comrades have come forward, they have 
not dispelled the misgivings and prejudices they have formed through the 
years. Since they have not recovered emotionally from past traumatic 
experiences, they make strange bedfellows. As 2 result, they share the 
same work but not the same will. For this reason, considerable efforts 
are being wasted in some serious cases, and hostile feelings and 
retaliatory actions are quite common among leading groups in many 
government establishments, schools, enterprises and other units as well 
as among cadres and the masses. This problem merits our immediate atten- 
tion and careful consideration so that solutions can be worked out. 


Promoting revolutionary unity based on Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong 
Thought is our party's basic principle. It guarantees that we will 
overcome difficulties, win victories and accomplish the general task 

for the new period. The history of our party over the past decades has 
repeatedly proven that whenever the unity between the party and the 
revolutionary ranks is strengthened our cause will flourish. Conversely, 
if that unity is weakened, our cause will suffer and even fail. Stalin 
once said: “We must protect our party's unity as we protect our eyes.” 
If we fail to effectively overcome the disunity within the party in a 
short time, it will be impossible to guarantee the shifting of the focus 
of the party's work. As a result, it will be impossible for work in all 
sectors to advance a: a fast pace and for the revolutionary ranks to make 
progress with big strides. In short, this will delay the advance and 
realization of the four modernizations. This goes against the wish of 
the whole party and people throughout e country and is impermissible 
under existing circumstances in and outside our country. 


To increase unity among us, all of our revolutionary comrades should try 
to understand the social and historical root causes of disunity. 


It is common knowledge that prior to the Great Cultural Revolution our 
party and the entire revolutionary ranks were united. Although there 
was some disunity, it was slight, and this was unavoidable in the course 
of advance. It was unlike the disunity that has blocked our road of 
advance. Ths disunity that we now face was caused by the serious inter- 
ference and sabotage carried out by Lin Biao and the “gang of four” 
during the Great Cultural Revolution. Driven by their counterrevolu- 
tionary political motive of usurping party and state power, Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four" during the Cultural Revolution incited the masses to 
struggle against cadres and the masses to struggle against themselves. 
This chaotic situation lasted for as long as 10 years and thus plunged 
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the country into prolonged turmoil. In cases in which people were 
wrongly struggled against, unjustifiably criticized or brought down, 
the critics were themselves criticized by others, an¢ those who brought 
down others were themselves overthrown. Many comrades hawe in fact 
played this “dual role,” which has devastatingly affected the unity 
among comrades. 


We should also see that Lin Biao and the “gang = four” acted pecvertedly 
for as long as 10 years. In varying degrees, this eroded many comrades’ 
mental outlook. By advocating “power as the source of having everything,” 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four” set up mountain strongholds and factions, 
recruiting supporters according to their loyalties. In persecuting 
cadres and the masses, they stopped at nothing, never hesitating to 
employ the vilest means, such as applying the reactionary theory of 
bloodline determining class and the feudal practice of punishing people 
for being related to offenders, and so forth. This cacr sjsin revived 
those feudal, clannish concepts, sectarian ideas, family r+ ationships 
based on bloodline and the mountain-strenghold mentality »:'c<h had been 
steadily overcome by the revolutionary ranks in the postiii#ritios 

period through the effective application of Marxism-Leniniss ‘30 Zedong 
Thought. It is noteworthy that these decadent or erroneous things have 
to a certain extent berome part of some comrades’ mental outlook. Con- 
sciously or unconsciously, they have often applied these concepts in 
handling the relat.onships among comrades. As a result, the unity among 
comrades has been affected. 


During the Cultural Revolution, Lin Biao and the “gang of four" were in 
fact responsible for fostering bourgeois factionalism, which tried to 
defend bourgeois interests out of sectarian considerations. Since the 
smashing of the “gang of four" more than 2 years ago, manifestations 

of factionalism have not been completely eliminated. Many people, 
including a number of leading cadres, have been so deeply influenced by 
factionalism that they can no longer get rid cf it. Bourgeois fa-tional- 
ism erodes the revolutionary ranks as nothing else can, often making it 
difficult for people working in the same unit to be united and work in 


harmony. 


Obviously, it was Lin Biao and the “gang of four” who incited class 
struggle and Cultura’. Revolution excesses which plunged the country into 
prolonged political turmoil. It was a whole set of backward and reac- 
tionary bourgeois concepts advocated by them which caused disunity amoung 
our revolutionary ranks. Therefore, the problem of unity must be viewed 
in the context of raising ideological understanding and line conscivus- 
ness. Lin Biao and the “gang of four"--not the comrades--should be 
accountable to us for the problem of disunity. The mistakes made by the 
comrades on the problem of unity should be traced to the Cultural Revolu- 
tion and not to individuals. 
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To strengthen unity means efforts to reconcile the comrades and clear up 
misunderstandings and prejudices that have existed for many years so that 
normal comradely relations may be restored and the great task of 
realizing the four modernizations entrusted by the party can be ful- 
filled with the cooperation of other participants. To do this, besides 
having a common political and ideological basis (now availzble since the 
downfall of the “gang of four”), it is necessary to have a correct 
approach and method. In other words, there is a problem of finding a 
“boat™ to cross the river. If this problesw is not solved, disunity will 
remain. 


With regard to upholding and strengthening unity, our party has acquired 
abundant experiences in protracted revolutionary struggles. Soth Chair- 
man Mao and Premier Zhou left us many valuable instructions. As our 
party's very important spiritual assets, their instructions provide us 
with the ideological and theoretical basis for promoting unity. We 
should admit that the problems of disunity within our party and among 
the revolutionary ranks are the result of particular historical circus 
stances. They are very complicated, and some of them are even indefin- 
able. However, they have seriously affected the relationships among the 
comrades and hindered the progress of various tasks. Under these cir- 
cumstances, what, then, should we do? We believe we should implement 
those directives issued by the party on upholding and strengthening 
unity; the most important one is that on being unsparing on oneself. 
This means that every comrade should make self-criticism and take the 
overall situation into consideration. Our comrades should give in for 
the sake of a compromise and even for the sake of unity. We believe 
these qualities characterize exemplary proletarian revolutionaries and 
involve the cultivation of communists in the party spirit. They are 
particularly important in handling the relationships among ~cvolutionary 
comrades. 


Our party upholds the principle of permitting comrades to make mistakes 
in the hope that they will mend their ways. Since subjective under- 
standing is often inconsistent with objective reality, it is inevitable 
fex our comrades to make mistakes. In a changeable historical setting 
such as the Cultural Revolution, many comrades mounted the historical 
stage countless times, sometimes to play comic and sometimes tragic 
roles. They had to play their part well, often under trying circum- 
stances, and sometimes there was no way for them not to do so. We 
believe that under these circumstances to make mistakes was unavoidable. 
However, this is not a trifling matter as far as the party's and state's 
interests are concerned. In a certain sense, we are also to blame for 
the havoc wrought by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" to the country. 
Since we made mistakes, we should make self-criticism and mend our ways. 
Lenin once said: “The hallmark of a prudent party is to admit mistakes 
in public, reveal their causes, analyze the circumstances for making 
mistakes and discuss ways of correcting them." If it is said that those 
who were hoodwinked by Lin Biao and the "gang of four” did not realize 
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they had made mistakes, then after more than 2 years of the movement to 


wrong in line, they shovld realize the mistakes they have made. If they 
made mistakes during the Cultural Revolution but persist in making thes 

now and try to justify their own faults on the grounds that they are 
— — then they are low in consciousness and ignorant of the 
prevailing situation. Such an attitude is totally unjustified and 
impersissible ou the basis of party principles. When an errant revolu- 
tionary makes self-criticism, he holds himself responsible to the party 
and the people's revolutionary cause, not submitting himself to anybody. 
Comrade Mao Zedong taught us by saying: "As we Chinese communists, who 
base all our actions on the highest interests of the Chinese people and 
who are fully convinced of the justice of our cause, never balk at any 
personai sacrifice and are ready at all times to give our lives for the 
cause, cam we be reluctant to discard any idea, viewpoint, opinion or 
method which is not suited to the needs of the people?... Countless 
revolutionary martyrs have laid down their lives ia the interests of the 
people, and our hearts are filled with pain as we the living thta« of 
them. Can there be any personal interest, then, that we would not 
sacrifice or any error that we would not discard?” These eacouraging 
words should inspire us to advance. 


Put‘ing it more specifically, the party's and people's revolutionary 
cause means trying to real‘ze the four msodernizations in this century. 

ia trying to solve the problems of unity, we must stress the importance 
of taking the overall situation into consideration and of looking ahead 
with the revolution's interests in mind. We should see that our party 

is facing considerable difficulties in its advance. Our cadres, particu- 
larly leading cadres at all levels, shoulder heavy tasks for the revolu- 
tion. Every one of us should commit himself to doing more work, includ- 
ing upholding and strengthening party unity. For the sake of strengthen- 
ing party unity, we gust adhere to the spirit of giving in for the sake 
of a compromise and of making self-sacrifice. We do so not to sacrifice 
party principles or the party's interests. On the contrary, the purpose 
is to uphold party principles and safeguard the party's interests. In 
many instances, only by giving in can a compromise be made. The ancients 
in fact hed a word for it. They said: “Lack of forbearance in srall 
matters upsets great plans.” As communists we simply give new meaning 
to the experiences of thoee before us. We approve of giving in for the 
sake of a compromise in the interests of the proletariat and workiag 
people as a whole, not for the personal interests of individuals or 
factions. We do so on the basis of the proletarian world outlook and 

the communist scientific theory. Suffering losses in this sense means 
sacrificing the interests of certain people for the sake of the party's 
and people's interests. This is the glorious obligation of «» ousists 
and their philosophy of life. Cultivating good communists bh»: loug been 
neglected. This should be restored to promote truly good commun!ste and 
revolutionaries who are to be distinguished from those who ove. seach 
themselves by taking advantage of the party and other comrades. 
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“No diplomacy within the party” in a derogatory sense means talking big, 
jockeying for position and playing politics, and so forth. In principle, 
these are to be distinguished from the art of proletarian diplomacy. 
Naturally, practicing this kind of "diplomacy" is impermissible within 
the revolutionary ranks, because it will not help strengthen unity among 
the revolutionary ranks. Instead, it will erode the ranks and cause 
harm to the cause of the party. Some comrades failed to correctly 
summ2rize experiences and draw lessons from past political movements. 
They proceeded from their own personal interests so as to hang on to 
their positions. As a result, they made contacts and secret deals 
everywhere, even creating contradictions among the masses and using 
these conflicting interests to split them. This utterly decadent work 
style of the landlord and bourgeois classes is at variance with the 
proletarian spirit of revolutionary unity. Among our comrades we must 
promote the fine work style of openmindedness, treating, supporting and 
helping each other with sincerity and making concessions to seek 4 
settlement. We must firmly combat all decadent practices which have 
prevailed in official quarters. 


In discussing ways of strengthening revolutionary unity, it seems appro- 
priate to mention another attitude and approach. This involves obsession 
with gratitude and grudges, but neglecting the overall situation and the 
general scheme of things. This deliberate neglect of the party's and 
people's interests is altogether unacceptable, because this approach 
will only foster disunity and is not helpful to promoting normal rela- 
tionships among revolutionary comrades. Renegade Jiang Qing was particu- 
larly impressed by the plot of the film “The Count of Monte Cristo." 

She told Ye Jun, an antiparty element, to take advantage of the Cultural 
Revolution to take retaliatory actions against those who had wronged 
them. This fully revealed her mean character and vile motives. On this 
issue some comrades appear to have been influenced, in varying degrees, 
by Lin Biao and the “gang of four." In handling the contradictions ix 
their own units, they did not implement party principles and policies. 
Instead, they settled personal grievances on the basis of personal 
relationships with others, as if they still remembered those slight 
favors given them during the 10 years of woe as well as those minor 
incidents which they were not happy about. Obviously, such an approach 
has been very detrimental to unity. However, some comrades have acted 
quite differently. When they were assigned to a new post they did not 
insist on taking along their former subordinates. On assuming their 
duties they made a point of upholding party principles and implementing 
party policies. They pay attention to uniting with the cadres and 
masses, and this is very effective in improving relations with the 
masses and in securing their support and trust. We should learn from 
these comrades and their fine experiences in doing things. 


In strengthening unity we should in particular unite with those comrades 


who made mistakes during the Cultural Revolution. Most of them exercised 
a certain influence over mass organizations. Facts have proven they were 
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incorrect in approving of the “rebellious” tendencies that prevailed at 
that time, including “overthrow everything," "smash everything," “support 
the rebels," and so forth. Many comrades who were “trounced” by them 
have now assumed leadership duties. Undoubtedly there is a problem of 
strengthening unity. Naturally, errant comrades should draw lessons 
from the past and have the desire to promote unity among them. They 
should have the « wrage to admit their mistakes and mend their ways. 

On the other hand, those who were discredited and have now filled lead- 
ing posts should make active efforts to unite with these comrades, par- 
ticularly those who opposed them in the past. We should view those 
comrades who have made mistakes in historical perspective, noting in 
particular that in the later stage of the Cultural Revolution, and 
especially since the downfall of the “gang of four," many of them have 
changed their mental outlook. Except for a few, many of them have in 
fact realized the true value of what they did in the past. They also 
wish to promote our revolutionary cause. We should conduct meticulous 
ideological work on them and make active efforts to unite with then. 

We should treat them impartially, and under no circumstances should we 
repudiate and exclude them. We must be clear-headed and avoid doing 
things impulsively. In handling problems left over from the Cultural 
Revolution in particular, we must pay attention to grasping policy and 
using the power vested in us with prudence. We must be impartial in 
doing things and uphold the proletarian spirit and work style. All in 
all, as long as we act earnestly according to party principles, we will 
be able to unite with these comrades. This will provide a firm political 
basis for doing work well in various units. 


In advancing the revolutionary cause of the proletariat, how to promote 
unity among the revolutionary ranks is an important task. All cadres, 
particularly leading cadres at all levels, should exert themselves in 
carrying out this task. Naturally, we are net just concerned about the 
ways and means to solve these problems, for in the final analysis they 
involve the issue of the world outlook, the spirit and attributes of 
proletarian revolutionaries. Regarding this problem, our esteemed and 
beloved Premier Zhou set a good example for us. With the broadmindedness 
of a true proletarian revolutionary, he devoted his lifetime to the 
people's revolutionary cause, always attaching importance to the inter- 
ests of the revolution. He had the overall situation in mind and was 
concerned with big issues. He was unsparing on himseif but lenient 
toward others, upholding unity and adhering to struggle. We must learn 
from Premier Zhou and his fine qualities and noble revolutionary spirit. 
China has now entered a new historical period. The whole party and 
people throughout the country are ready to realize the four moderniza- 
tions within this century. To achieve this goal we must strengthen unity 
and begin this task in our own areas and units. Unity means strength, it 
means victory. With the promotion of unity as our slogan, let us advance 
in unity and devote ourselves to realizing the four modernizations. 


CSO: 4004 
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HOW DID LENIN COMBINE COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP WITH INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY 
IN STATE MANAGEMENT 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 69-74 
[Article by Lin Jizhou [2651 1015 3166]) 


[Text] For 7 years Lenin was in charge of the management work of the 
first socialist country in the world. He formulated a set of principles 
of leadership, system of management and method of work for a proletarian 
party in power and a state under the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
The system of combining collective leadership with individual responsi- 
bility is the most important principle and system. Collective leader- 
ship is the highest principle of party and state leadership. It refers 
to the fact that the solution to all major issues by party organizations 
at all levels and state organs at all levels is the result of collective 
discussion and study. Under collective leadership, the fundamental 
principle of individual responsibility in state management refers to 

the fact that a certain person is totally responsible for certain work 
put under his charge. 


The Collective Leadership of the Party Solves the Most Important Political 
Problems and Organizational Problems 


Lenin put great emphasis on the leadership role of the Communist Party in 
state management. Without the leadership of the Communist Party, the 
dictatorship of the proletariat could not be realized and could not be 
consolidated. Lenin said: As long as the party in power was carrying 
out management, and as long as this party should solve all problems in 
all missions, we could not assume that the leading party was not sup- 
posed to decide and execute the most important state missions. In Soviet 
Russia the entire political and economic work of state political power 
was led by the Bolshevik party. 


The leadership of the party was manifested primarily in the formulation 
of a correct political line and general and specific policies; in the 
definition of the tasks of the political organs; in the examination of 
the work of the state organizations; and in the arrangement of loyal, 
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capable, outstanding and talented personnel to take up important posts 
in the state. To realize the correct leadership of the party, we needed 
outstanding leaders who were equipped with theoretical training and 
actual organizational experience, and we needed to concentrate the 
wisdom and experiences of the whole party. Lenin said: “The role of 
the party organization and the actual role of the party leaders are 
precisely to undergo protracted and tenacious work of various kinds and 
aspects launched by all elements in this class who are willing to use 
their brains, to obtain the necessary knowledge, necessary experience 
and (in addition to knowledge and experience) necessary political sensi- 
tivity and to swiftly and correctly solve all kinds of complex political 
problems." ("The ‘Leftwing' Infantile Disorder in the Communist Move- 
ment,” “Selected Works of Lenin," Vol 4, pp 223-224) Lenin also said 
that all affairs, particularly the extremely important issues, inside 
the party must be handled directly by all the party members who enjoyed 
equal status or through representatives. 


The supreme policy-making organ an. ‘upervisory organ of the party was 
the party congress. At the party c.ugress the most important political 
problems and organizational problems of the state were discussed and 
decided. Lenin entrusted the party congress with the task of solving 
the major political policies and important policy decisions of the 
state. The Constitution of the Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik) 
stipulated that the party congress was to be convened once every year. 
In the 7 years he presided over the leadership work of the party and 
state, Lenin strictly observed this regulation and convened a party 
congress every year as scheduled. In those 7 years he also convened a 
party representative conference every year. 


In 1921, after the focus of the party's work was shifted to the path of 
economic construction, Lenin paid even greater attention to bringing into 
play the role of the party congress as a collective leadership. The 
party was not familiar with socialist economic construction. Further- 
more, there were no previous experiences to be used as reference. How- 
ever, the Bolshevik party headed by Lenin was able to see that there 
were personnel inside the party's :‘anks who had taken part in various 
kinds of economic work. From the industrial proletariat to the most 
responsible leading personnel, as long as they could provide experiences 
in various aspects concerning the collective management of the economy, 
they could guarantee that the party would be able to exercise practical 
leadership over economic work and could enable the party to shoulder the 
major responsibilities in the work of the economic organs and the entire 
state apparatus. Thus, on all economic problems of the greatest impor- 
tance popular discussions were held prior to the party congress and at 
the conferences of the congress, thereby truly implementing the aim of 
formulating all-party decisions in a collective manner. 


The Bolshevik party held that, during the period of construction, it was 
necessary to invigorate party life, bring the enthusiasm, initiative and 
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creativity of the party members into play, and attract all party members 
to popularly discuss all the most important issues in the life of the 
whole party and to actively participate in socialist construction. A 
constant and lively ideological life enabled the party to maintain the 
traditions prior to and during the revolution, which included: con- 
stantly studying one's past critically, correcting one's errors and 
carrying out collective discussions on the most important issues. The 
party's leading organs should report their work regularly not only to 
organizations at the higher levels but also to organizations at the 
lower levels and listen to the opinions of the broad ranks of party 
members. If no special circumstances intervened, they should hand all 
major issues concerning the party's policies to all party members for 
discussion. Only in this way would they have a highly centralized and 
unified leadership, attain unanimity in thinking and action inside the 
whole party, raise the leadership role of the party, make it impossible 
for the opportunists and splittists to prevail, and enable the socialist 
cause to grow and flourish. However, freedom of discussion definitely 
should not undermine party discipline. Once a resolution of the party 
was passed, the whole party would observe it and would swiftly and faith- 
fully implement it. Lenin pointed out: “Our party is a party in power. 
A resolution that is passed by the party congress must be observed by the 
entire republic." ("The 10th Congress of the Russian Communist Party 
(Bolshevik) ," "Collected Works of Lenin,” Vol 32, p 207) For instance, 
a topic for discussion at the 10th party congress convened in March 1921 
dealt with the problem of substituting a grain tax for the system of 
surplus grain collection. This was a major issue relating to Soviet 
Russia's shift from the period of wartime communism tc the period of the 
New Economic Policy. Prior to convening the congress, Lenin talked on 
many occasions with peasant deputies, rural work personnel and editors of 
peasant newspapers and read over 50 letters from the peasants in order to 
understand the rural situation and the peasants’ sentiments. On 

8 February Lenin wrote the "Preliminary Draft of the Outline of the 
Peasant Question.” On 24 and 25 February Lenin presided over the Central 
Plenary Session in examining the draft of the resolution that had been 
drawn up on the basis of Lenin's outline. At the same time, the Central 
Committee listened extensively to the opinions of the masses inside and 
outside the party on the new policy and organized lively discussions in 
newspapers. On this basis, Lenin presided over the committee for drafting 
the resolution to revise the draft. On 15 March Lenin gave a special 
topic report at the congress. In accordance with Lenin's report, the 
congress passed the resolution concerning substitution of a grain tax for 
the system of surplus grain collection. After this resolution had been 
passed by the Congress of Soviets, the Central Politburo instructed all 
economic organs to make every effort to implement the New Economic Policy 
in practice as extensively and as swiftly as possible. 


During the period when the party congress was not in session, the 


Central Committee was the supreme leading organ, and the Politburo was 
responsible for routine political work. These were the two most 
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important collective leading organs. The former should be a strictly 
centralized collective with very high prestige, and the latter should 
be a relatively stable group made up of people who had the highest 
prestige, who were most influential and most experienced and who were 
selected as leaders to assume the most important posts. They unified 
the action of the party organs and the state organs and unified and 
commanded the entire work of the Soviet Republic. Lenin said: "Without 
the instruction of the Central Committee, any state organ in our repub- 
lic should not solve any major political problems or organizational 
problems." ("The ‘Leftwing’ Infantile Disorder in the Communist Move- 
ment,” "Selected Works of Lenin,” Vol 4, p 203) Lenin held that the 
secretary of the party Czntral Committee should implement only those 
tasks in the resolution drawn up collectively by the Central Committee. 
Otherwise, the work of the Central Committee could in no way be launched 
correctly. 


Lenin greatly respected the collective leadership of the Central Conm- 
mittee and the Politburo. In dealing with any relatively important 
issues that involved the party's line and general and specific policies, 
domestic and foreign politics, economic construction, the appointment 
and dismissal of cadres, the readjustment of organizations, etc., Lenin 
would always hand them over to the Central Committee and the Politburo 
for collective discussion and solution and would make decisions on the 
principle of subordinating the minority to the majority. The confer- 
ences which Lenin presided over were serious and lively. Everyone could 
speak without any inhibitions, freely conduct criticisms and self- 
criticisms and freely argue with Lenin. Lenin, too, did not regard his 
viewpoints as undebatable and always paid attention to absorbing other 
people's reasonable opinions. The following are several examples of how 
Lenin observed the principle of collective leadership. In November 1920 
Stalin wired Lenin asking the latter for instructions on the question of 
the situation in Azerbaijan. Lenin replied: "Without convening a con- 
ference of the Politburo, I cannot give you any reply. I suggest that 
you immediately propose a concrete suggestion and instantly submit it to 
the Politburo." In November 1921 an old Bolshevik writer wanted to ask 
the state publication bureau for permission to establish a weekly, so he 
asked Lenin to recommend him. Lenin replied that he could not write 
individual letters of recommendation because "This is a political issue. 
So I shall submit it to the Politburo for discussion.” In 1921 a high- 
level cadre gratuitously accused Lenin of asserting that “the Central 
Committee means me." Lenin refuted this accusation, saying: "Only when 
one is in a state of extreme mental agitation and exhaustion can one 
write such myth. During the previous session of the Central Committee 
(1919-1920) I was defeated on an extremely important issue. You already 
knew of this in the debate. On organizational problems and personnel 
problems I have been in the minority on countless occasions. When you 
were a member of the Central Committee you personally saw many such 


examples." 
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Lenin emphasized the leadership of the party «ver the organs of state 
pow’ r but opposed too much interference in the work of these organs by 
the party organization. Lenin pointed out: “We must clearly distinguish 
between the functions of the party (including its Central Committee) and 
those of the Soviet state power; raise the sense of responsibility and 
initiative of Soviet working personnel and Soviet organs; and understand 
that the party's task is to assume general leadership over the work of 
the state organs and not, as at present, to practice excessively frequent, 
irregular and often trivial interference." ("Letter to Molotov on the 
Outline of the Political Report of the Party's llth Congress," "Collected 
Works of Lenin,” Vol 33, p 221) Lenin held that in the period of economic 
construction it was particularly necessary to draw a clear line of demarca- 
tion in duties and rights between the party organ and the government 
organ. This was because replacement of the government by the party would 
entail extremely sericus consequences in the economic aspect. The party 
organization should nct interfere with the routine work of the state 
organ and should not issue administrative orders that were within the 
functional scope of the state organ. If the party organization exercised 
interfereuce against the rules and in a haphazard manner, it would 
encourage bureaucratism inside the party, cause the party organization 

to become engaged in everything and yet fail to do things well, make it 
difficult for the functional organs to carry out their routine work, 
cause their leading personnel to lack a strict and clear sense of 
responsibility for the work entrusted to them and bring aliout a situation 
in which no man would be responsible for anything. In talking about the 
division of work between the central party and government organs, Lenin 
said that the Central Committee and the Politburo should not accept and 
handle trivial affairs and should raise the prestige of the Council of 
People's Commissars. 


Collective Leadership Is the Highest Principle of Leadership of the 
Proletarian State Management 


From the founding of Soviet political power in 1917 to the day he died, 
Lenin had assumed the office of chairman of the Council of People's 
Commissars and concurrently the office of chairman of the National 
Defense Council (reshuffled in 1920 to become the National Labor Defense 
Council). The Council of People's Commissars was the supreme organ of 
power in Soviet Russia (the All-Russia Congress of Soviets) and the 
executive organ of its permanent organ (the All-Russia Central Executive 
Committee) was the supreme state administrative organ. The National 
Labor Defense Council was a special committee directly under the Council 
of People’s Commissars. It was responsible for managing national defense 
affairs of the republic and unifying and leading the work of the various 
economic people's committees. 


In his draft of the “Decision Concerning the Founding of the Worker- 


Peasant Government," Lenin right from the start fixed collective leader- 
ship as the highest principle of leadership for a proletarian government. 
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This decision stipulated that administrative power beionged to the con- 
ference of chairmen of the various committees presiding over the affairs 
of the various departments of the state, that is, the Council of People's 
Commissars. The chairman of the Council of People's Commissars and the 
various members of the council were all members of the Council of People's 
Commissars; they possessed equal rights and obligations and together 
would handle the administrative affairs of the Soviet Governmer.:. All 
problems to be handled by the Council of People's Commissars sh” .u’d be 
discussed at the conference of the Council of People's Commissars, and 
decisions should be made under the principle of the minority subordi- 
nating to the majority and would be made effective by the chairman's 
signature. If the chairman did not agree with the decision that had been 
passed, he could either obey it or request that it be reconsidered by the 
All-Russia Central Executive Committee and the Central Politburo. Lenin 
consciously observed this rule of leadership and never handled by himself 
those problems that fell within the scope of collective leadership and 
that should be discussed and decided upon collectively. Generally, Lenin 
did not use the methods of signing a circular or soliciting opinions in 
writing in solving important issues, because such methods easily led the 
members who were leading the collective to take on a formalistic and 
bureaucratic attitude in treating problems that should be discussed 
conscientiously and collectively. 


In the initial stage of the founding of Soviet political power, as a 
result of insufficient experience in state management, the Council of 
People's Commissars held meetings every day and discussed several dozen 
big and small problems every time. After 1919 the Council of People's 
Commissars embarked on the correct path in work and began to formulate 
strict rules for the conferences. After the implementation of the New 
Economic Policy in 1921, Lenin convened a conference of the Council of 
People's Commissars every Tuesday and an all-member conference of the 
National Labor Defense Council every Friday. Every conference began 
punctually at 6 o'clock in the evening. Generally the conference lasted 
4 hours. Occasionally the conference continued until midnight. Later 
Lenin suggested that each conference should not exceed 2 hours. Statis- 
tics in 1921 and 1922 showed that the Council of People's Commissars 
convened an average of five conferences every month and solved an average 
of 10 problems at every conference, and that the National Labor Defense 
Council convened an average of eight conferences every month and handled 
an average of 22 matters at every conference. From these few figures we 
can see that Lenin attached great importance to leading the collective 
in managing government work jointly. 


Lenin asked the Council of People's Commissars and the National Labor 
Defense Council to try their best to free themselves from all kinds of 
trivial problems; he opposed bringing all matters, regardless of how 
big or small, to be decided upon at the conference of the Council of 
People's Commissars; and he hoped to change the situation of having too 
many trivial items on the agenda. At the same time, “enin held that it 
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was inevitable that the Council of People’s Commissars would have to 
discuss a large amount of big and small issues. Lenin said: If we 
attempt to separate an organ for solving trivial everyday affairs from 
the organ that only formulates general principles, we will mess things 

up and will divorce generalizations from facts; and generalizations that 
are divorced from facts are empty and not serious. Besides, principle 
can be reflected in every small matter. To handle this probles well, a 
small Council of People's Commissars was set up on Lenin's suggestion. 
This was a group for handling matters; it consisted of several responsi- 
ble working personnel and was placed under the direct leadership of 
Lenin. It comvened at least three conferences every week to collectively 
handle affairs that did not have to undergo debates on principles. Lenin 
would check and approve the minutes of the conferences and sign the deci- 
sions which were unanimously agreed upon. If there were problems 
involving different opinions or if there were decisions which Lenin did 
not approve of, Lenin would submic them to the conference of the Council 
of People's Commissars for further discussion. 


In handling some major problems on reviving and developing the national 
economy, the Council of People's Commissars often invited specialists 

and experts to participate in the discussion. Lenin said: To learn how 
to manage Russia, we must learn how to be modest and how to respect the 
practical work of those scientific and technological specialists and 
constantly study the things they provide for us. The Council of Pecple's 
Commissars attached great importance to the opinions of the leaders o: 
the departments responsible for work, specialists who were proficient in 
their vocations and general cadres who were familiar with the situation 
and who had original ideas. As for some extremely important decisions 
and decrees, the Council of People's Commissars would first give the 
draft to the laboring masses for extensive discussion. Lenin often said 
that the important thing was to popularly draw 2:11 laborers into manage- 
ment of the state, and only when thousands of millions of people had 
learned how to do so could socialism be realized. Lenin did not regard 
collective leadership as having a few people lead the collective and 
decide upon all problems. The plan for electrification in Russia formu- 
lated under the guidance of Lenin was a long-term plan that would change 
Russia's backward economic outlook. Referred to by Lenin as the “party's 
second program,” this was the result of the collective creation of 
nearly 200 first-rate scientific and technological specialists in Russia. 
In May 1921 the “Order of the National Labor Defense Council to the 
organs of Soviets of various localities” on the realization of the 
economic construction tasks and the reform of the work of the organs of 
Soviets which Lenin drafted was discussed and revised by the 4th national 
trade unions congress, the 4th congress of the Supreme National Economic 
Council, the 10th party congress and the standing committee of the All- 
Russia Central Executive Committee. Then it was submitted in June to the 
supreme organ of power for ratification. The solution by the Central 
Committee to this extremely complicated issue of the fuel crisis in 1921 
was decided in accordance with the plan put forth by the special committee 
made up of comrades of various localities. 
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Lenin attached yreat importance to good preparatory work on problems 
listed on the ag.ada, so as to prevent the collective leadership from 
becoming a mere formality or Decoming unable to make decisions. The 
“Order Concerning the Procedures for Submitting Proposals to the Con- 
ference of the Council of People’s Commissers,”" which Lenin personally 
drew up, stipulated that all questions which every member of the Council 
of People’s Commissars asked to be listed on the agenda should »e sub- 
mitted in writing prior to the conference. The request should briefly 
state the content of the question and clearly explain what action the 
syonsor hoped for from the Council of People’s Commissars. When the 
proposed questicn involved departments under other people’s councils, 
written opinions by the people's councils concerned should be attached. 
Problems that were not properly prepared would not be listed on the 
agenda. The oifice of the Council of People’s Commissars was responsible 
for preparing the brief explanations, drafts of decisions and related 
materials on the questions on the agenda and for notifying the members 
to attend the conference. Lenin would conscientiously peruse the docu- 
ments, speak to the personnel concerned, listen to all kinds of opinions 
and do his best to grasp the overall situation. When problems of prin- 
ciple were involved, Lenin would repeatedly discuss them with members 
of the Central Committee, members of the Politburo and responsible 
government cadres before making decisions. As for some economic, 
management and production problems, Lenin would first hand them over to 
special committees for study or seek opinions from specialists. for 
instance, on 1 February 1921 the Council of People’s Commissars decided 
to lease portions of the oilfields in Grozny and Baku. Before convening 
a conference to discuss the issue, Lenin carefully studied the special 
reports from the departments concerned and the materials provided by 
petroleum specialists, and he personally prepared a draft of the deci- 
sion on agreeing in principle to lease portions of the oilfields in 
Grozny and Baku and on immediately proceeding to negotiations for the 
lease. After this decision was passed, Lenin again presided over a 
conference of the Politburo on 5 February to discuss this issue. At the 
same time the Politburo wrote separate letters to the head of the general 
bureau for petroleum management and to four petroleum specialists 
requesting their viewpoints. After reading their replies, Lenin con- 
cluded that the reasons the specialists gave for advocating the lease 
were practical and realistic and that the bureau, which opposed the 
lease, was extremely stupid. Lenin asked the members of the Politburo 
to pass around for study the report on the situation in the oilfields 
as well as those replies, and he enclosed a letter expressing his opin- 
ions. The conference of the Politburo on 16 February and the plenary 
session of the Central Committee on 24 February discussed this issue 
still further. During this period the Central Committee set up several 
special committees to profoundly study this issue. In this manner, 
through sufficient investigations and study and repeated comparisons 
and analyses, Lenin and the Central Committee affirmed the decision of 
the Council of People's Commissars as one having sufficient scientific 
grounds. 
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The conference of the Council of People’s Commissars presided over by 
Lenin asked that the speakers present truthful situations, accurate 
figures and practicai propositions. They were allowed to speak only 
briefly, not to be longwinded or to indulge in empty talk. When there 
were sharp debates or differences of opinion, the issue was put aside 
temporarily or decisions could be made by adopting the method of voting. 
Debates could not continue endlessly. For most of the questions dis- 
cussed by the Council of People’s Commissars, there were corresponding 
decisions. There were extremely few unresolved situations. Lenin tried 
his best to make the decision read clearly. Decisions were made through 
discussions, and actions were taken after decisions were made. This 
was Lenin's style of work. 


In presiding over the work of the new proletarian government, Lenin paid 
daily attention to the ever-changing domestic and foreign politics and 
handled the complicated problems of finance and economy and the people's 
livelihood. Lenin said with emsiion: “Because there are so uany prob- 
lems, we often have to solve them in an extremely hasty manner. Fortu- 
nately the members of the collective understand each other very vell, 
know everyone else's opinions and trust each other. Only in this way 
can we accomplish this work.” ("Report of the Central Committee of the 
Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik)," "Selected Works of Lenin,” Vol 4, 
p 157) 


Individual Responribility Is the Basic Principle in the Management Work 
of a Proletarian Organ 


In the "Draft of Regulations for the Management Work of Organs of Soviets” 
in December 19'S, Lenin pointed out: “All problems of management within 
the organs of Soviets shou]d be decided through collective discussion. 
At the same time we must very clearly state the /responsiltlity/ of 
/every/ person in charge of some duty of the Soviets in the /implementa- 
tion/ of a /certain/ task and of a /practical/ job. This criterion sust 
be /implemented absolutely/ at once. Otherwise, it will be impossible 
to exercise real supervision or to select the most suitable people to 
shoulder certain jobs and work.” Lenin summarized this thinking in two 
phrases: joint discussicn and a person specially assigned to a task. 
Lenin said: Because we did not know how to implement this principle, 
every step we took we suffered. 


Lenin said: “To handle the affairs of a worker-peasant state we must 
practice collective leadership. But any exaggerated or distorted form 
of collective leadership will bring about a situation of doing things 
in a dilatory manner and of not having people responsible for matters; 
it will turn the organ of collective leadership into an arena for empty 
talk. This is an extremely serious scourge. No matter how, this kind 
of scourge must be rooted out as swiftly as possible and at all cost.” 
Lenin suggested: “Whenever possible, the collective leadership should 
discuss inside the smallest committee and in the briefest manner the 
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most important issues. And the responsibility of /actually handling/ 
the affairs and tasks of the organs and enterprises should be entrusted 
to /a comrade/ who has consistently displayed firmness and boldness and 
the ability to handle practical problems as well as enjoyed the most 
trust. At all times and under all circumstances, in practicing collec- 
tive leadership, we must clearly stipulate the responsibility of /every/ 
person for /certain/ work." (“Let Us Ail Ge and Struggle Against 
Denikin!™ “Collected Works of Lenin,” Vol 4, p 24) If this were not the 
case, then the decisions made by the collective leadership would become 
mere scraps of paper. Such phenomena as everyone being either responsi- 
ble or mot responsible for anything, h-ving no way to examine work or 
affix responsibility, having too many leaders, shifting responsibilities 
onto others, doing things in a dilatory manner, and s0 man being held 
responsible for anything would inevitably be found everywhere. How, 
then, could we talk of guaranteeing the speed of work and the accuracy 
of work demanded by a concentrated and large-scale industrial environ- 
ment. As a result, state management would be in total confusion, and 
the cause of socialist construction would suffer serious losses. Take, 
for example, the construction of the (Xashira) hydroelectric power 
station in 1919. This was one of the first batch of engineering projects 
in the realization of the plan to electrify the entire country. It had 
great political and economic significance and was scheduled to begin 
providing electricity in 1922. As a result of a confused situation of 
bureaucratism and irresponsibility, either equipment, fuel and grain 
were not delivered to the work site on schedule or imported equipment 
was piled up at the customs because it was not collected promptly. The 
departments concerned elbowed each other, shifted responsibilities to 
one another and seriously affected the progress of the engineering 
project. In spite of the repeated injunctions of the Central Committee 
ordering all departments to swiftly and conscientiously complete the 
engineering task, the situation still did not improve. In 1921 and 1922 
Lenin personally looked into the progress of the hydroelectric station 
and the equipment supply situation, extended the authority of the chief 
engineers who were shouldering the major engineering responsibilities, 
ordered the departments concerned to appoint special personnel to be 
responsible for making arrangements for and transporting all kinds of 
materials needed by the hydroelectric station, and severely punished 
personnel who did things in a dilatory manner or who failed to carry 

out their responsibilities. Only in this way did he guarantee the 
completion in June 1922 of the first phase of the engineering project 

of the (Kashira) hydroelectric station, which then began to supply 
electricity. 





Lenin repeatedly emphasized the importance of setting up a system of 
individual responsibility. Lenin asked that every state organ exercise 
independent and responsible management within its own sphere of duty 
and authority, that there be more expressions of initiative and a sense 
of responsibility in work and that one not submit a question first to 
the Council of People’s Commissars and then to the Politburo. Lenin 
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said that it was necessary to clearly and separately define the responsi- 
bilities, first, of the leading members and responsible working personnel 
of the departments of the Council of People’s Commissars, and then of 
the working personnel of all organs, so as to resolutely eliminate che 
general phenomenon of total irresponsibility as a result of uncla; ified 
duties. Lenin once mentioned the case of the purchase of canned food 
products by the Moscow consumers cooperative in 1922. At that time 
Moscow was suffering from starvation, and French merchants <ame to sell 
canned meat products. The Moscow consumers cooperative and the People's 
Council of Foreign Trade were unable to decide on the matter of buying 
canned products. On 21 February the Central Politburo took up the matter 
and made a decision agreeing to purchase food products from abroad. How- 
ever, by the end of February this matte: had mot been attended to. The 
ships that were loaded with canned products were anchored in a Russian 
harbor, but the cries of “not being able to obtain canned products” vere 
heard all over Moscow City. Lenin suggested that the personnel who had 
failed to perform their duties should be punished. However, no guilty 
men were found. Lenin once criticized the State Planning Committee for 
not setting up a system of individual responsivility among members of 

the planning committee. Lenin proposed that the chairman of the State 
Planning Committee select several brilliant and capable organizers and 
administrators to form a very strong and effective leading core to 
collectively discuss basic problems and practice the system of division 
of responsibility over routine work. Every member of the planning conm- 
mittee must receive a definite task from that leading core. Then, as 
regards such aspects as whether a plan was reasonable and how various 
plans were actually completed (for instance, whether fuel was economized, 
whether there was a sufficient load in railroad transportation, how many 
unnecessary enterprises were closed, whether the grain distribution was 
reasonable and whether labor productivity could be raised), they should 
Systematically study all the materials concerning the manner in which 
some functions were completed and propose their own analyses. Lenin 
held that only in this way could the duties of each member be clarified 
and the work efficiency of the State Planning Committee be raised. 


In the “Draft of Instructions Concerning the Work of the National Labor 
Defense Council, the Council of People's Commissars and the Small Council 
of People’s Commissars" which Lenin wrote in February 1922, he pointed 
out: “The foremost tasks at present are not to issue orders or to carry 
out reshuffling, but to /select talented personnel/, establish /a system 
of individual responsibility in all work/, and /examine the actual work/. 
Otherwise, it will be impossible for us to free ourselves from the 
bureaucratic and dilatory styles which are stifling us." Lenin hoped 
that the machinery of the Soviet administrative organ would handle work 
in an orderly, accurate and swift manner and that every state working 
personnel would, no matter how long the working hours, say, “I will be 
responsible for what I manage.” Lenin stipulated that when the Council 
of People's Commissars decided on a task or on something to be done, it 
would either decide on a list of specially assigned responsible personnel 
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at the same time or ask the units in charge to submit a list of personnel 
to undertake the task, so that tie chairman of the Council of People’s 
Commissars and the organization in charge of the cas: could carry out an 
examination accordingly. Lenin held that the true yardstick for mseasur- 
ing the labor productivity of an organ was how well and how quickly it 
performed its work. On 26 February 1921 the Council of People’s Commis- 
sars iastructed that the people's committe:s should have special person- 
nel (who must notify the office of the Council of People's Commissazs of 
their names and telephone numbers) who were responsible for replying 
promptly to tie queries of the Council of People's Commissars and the 
Nationai Labor Defense Council. They should reply to urgent queries in 
24 hours and routine queries in 3 days. Disciplinary measures would be 
taken against anyone who violaced the rule. There were not many person- 
mel in the office of the Council of People’s Commissars wader the direct 
leadership of Lenin. As a result of Lenin's strict demands and the clear 
duties of every working personnel, the wirk of this small oy ganization 
was orderly, meticulous, thorough, conscientious and highly efficient. 


Lenin set himself as an example in implementing the system of combining 
collective leadership with individual responsibility which he personally 
established. Lenin's prestige was extremely high, but Lenin never used 
his position as chairman of the Council of People’s Commisears to ‘“scide 
on his own any problem of even the slightest importance. Also, he ncver 
exceeded the limits of authority ascribed to liis position by law and 
never handled affairs that were within other people's limits of authority. 
In Lenin's view, this not only meant respect fer other members of the 
leading collective but, more importantly, prevented errors and confusion. 
From one small matter we can see the excupilary role which Lenin played 
in observing the principle of leadersuip. On 29 September 1921 the 
general bureau for hydropower excavction decided to postpone by 2 months 
an crder for caterpillar cranes from abroad. Responsible personnel of 
the people's committee for foreign crade asked Lenin to give his signa- 
ture of approval. Lenin immediateJy signed his approval. Afterward 
Lenin felt that he might not have handled thie matter correctly, that 
he should have obtained the approval of the departments concerned and 
assisted in urging the Council of People's Commissars and the National 
Labor Defense Council to grant their approval. He should not have acted 
on his own in approving such technological conclusions. Lenin called 
the chief of the office to check the law and determine whether he had 
the legal authority to sign documeats without going through the Council 
of People's Commissars and the National Labor Defense Council and 
whether he could approve decisions of this sort. 


In a situation in which no previous experience in running a socialist 
country could be used as a reference, the Russian Communist Party headed 
7 Lenin was able to lead the people of a vast, densely populated, poor 
and backward couwitry to achieve, under complicated and arduous condi- 
tions, great victories and positive results in socialist revolution and 
construction. This was inseparable from the fact that Lenin embodied 
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profound theoretical training, rich experiences in struggle and outstand- 
ing organizational ability. Furthermore, it was inseparable from the 
fact that Lenin relied on the wisdom and experience of the masses of 
people, on the system of democratic centralism and on the system of 
combining collective leadership with individual responsibility. 
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WE SHOULD ALLOW SOME LEEWAY IN DOING THINGS 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 75-77 
[Article by Lu Kuihongs [7120 7608 1347] and Zhang Guiyue [1728 2710 1471]}] 


[Text] Whether handling people and affairs or solving problems in revo- 
lution and construction, we communists should pay great attention to 
allowing leeway. Allowing leeway means not saying anything or doing 
anything definitive. When we say something, write an article or do 
something, we must be flexible and allow room for changes, and we must 
allow leeway in case of accidents, so that we can establish our revolu- 
tionary and construction causes in an unassailable position. 


To allow leeway in speaking and in doing things is not a question of 
whether we are subjectively willing or not but is a condition in which 
we are required to do so by the objective law of the movement of con- 
*radiction in things and the law of men's understanding of objective 
things. In this world, things are complicated and are decided by many 
factors. We must look at problems from different angles and not from 
only one. Lenin pointed out: “To really know an object we must 
embrace and study all its sides, all co.mections and ‘mediations.' We 
shall never achieve this completely, but the demand for all-sidedness 
is a safeguard against mistakes and rigidity." ("Once Again on the 
Trade Unions, the Present Situat‘on and the Mistakes of Trotskiy and 
Bukharin,"” “Selected Works of Lenin,” Vol 4, p 453) Even though men 
are required to embrace all sides of an object, they definitely will 
never achieve this completely in a particular time and place and under 
a particular condition. This is an objective contradiction. How can we 
solve this contradiction? The Marxist method is to allow leeway, which 
will enable our understanding to move, on the basis of practice, from 
one side to another and to more sides and to gradually approach the 
understanding and embracing of all sides of an object. Only in so doing 
can we prevent onesidedness and handle in a better manner the relation- 
ships between the various sides of an object. If we replace the whole 
with the part, see the trees but not the forest, and see one point but 
not the whole, then we will cause one point to become disconnected from 
other aspects and bring about dislocation and tension in the interplay 
of the various aspects. 
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For instance, the relationships among the various departments of the 
national economy are intricate. There is the relationship among agri- 
culture, light industry and heavy industry; the relationship among fuel, 
motive force, raw materials and the processing industry within the 

realm of industry; the relationship among agriculture, forestry and 
animal husbandry; the relationship between grain and industrial crops 
within the realm of agriculture, and so on and so forth. Among them 
there exists an objective proportionate relationship independent of 
men's will. To guarantee the development of the national economy in a 
planned and proportionate manner and at high speed, men must understand 
and grasp in an all-round manner the proportionate relationships among 
the various departments of the national economy. However, under certain 
conditions men's understanding is often unable to accomplish this point, 
and it is impossible to insure that the arrangement for the proportionate 
relationship among various aspects is "flawless." Thus, to guarantee the 
harmonious development of the national economy we should, in formulating 
our plan, consider the various factors and insure an overall balance in 
the relationship among the various aspects. Our various plans should 
look ahead and behind, should link up with one another and should not 
have any gaps. Our industrial production quota should be ascertained 

in accordance with the supply of coal, oil, electricity and raw mate- 
rials. The scale of capital construction should be ascertained in 
accordance with the supply of steel materials, timber, cement, equipment 
and capital. We must strictly observe the principles of financial bal- 
ance, balance of credits, balance of materials and balance of foreign 
exchange. If we only isolate and stress one point and disregard the 
others, we will undoubtedly bring about gaps, undermine the proportionate 
relationship and undermine the overall balance. Comrade Mao Zedong put 
it well: “In formulating a plan, we must mobilize the masses to pay 
attention to allowing sufficient leeway." 


Objective things develop and change continuously. In practice, men's 
understanding of objective things undergoes the process of not knowing 
to knowing, from knowing little to knowing much and from knowing super- 
ficially to knowing in depth. This involves not only a process from 
the appearance to the essence, but a process from a not too profound 
essence to a more profound essence. Just as Lenin pointed out: "Man's 
' thinking proceeds from the appearance to the essence and from the so- 
called primary essence to the secondary essence. This continues to 
deepen infinitely." ("Conspectus of Hegel's ‘Lectures on the History 
of Philosophy,'" "Collected Works of Lenin,” Vol 38, p 278) Thus, before 
we understand the essence of things, we should allow leeway; and even 
when we understand the certain essence of things, we should still allow 
leeway and must not regard our understanding as conclusive and as the 
peak. 


In view of this fact that man is not unchangeable and that man's under- 


standing involves a process, our party has consistently advocated that 
we must be cautious in our treatment of people who have made mistakes, 
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must not draw conclusions hastily and must consciously allow leeway. 

In the past many years, many unjust, false and wrong cases appeared. 
They were mainly the vicious consequences brought about by Lin Biao 

and the “gang of four,” who practiced fascism and exercised “all-round 
dictatorship" over the people. For instance, within our revolutionary 
rank, errors were sometimes made in the treatment of people. This was 
chiefly because we did not conduct sufficient investigations ani study, 
committed the errors of subjectivism, one-sidedness and superficiality 
in our understanding, and did not conduct concrete and profound analysis 
on the basis of clearing up all the facts, but instead hastily formed 
conclusions and allowed no leeway. We should be able to see that the 
majority of comrades who have made mistakes are capable of correcting 
their mistakes. After having committed mistakes, many comrades have 
changed and improved through the party's education and the masses’ 
assistance and through a period of training and testing, and they have 
obtained the forgiveness and understanding of the party and the people. 
If in handling a person we only understand part of the circumstance and 
do not understand the rest of the circumstance, if we only know one 
thing and not another, and if we only know the outside and not the 
inside, we will form one-sided and even totally erroneous conclusions. 
Nevertheless, it is impossible to correctly understand a person over- 
night. The merits and demerits and rights and wrongs of a person 
involve a process of formation and exposure. Men's understanding of 
this also necessarily involves, on the basis of investigations and 
study, a process from one to another ad from the easy to the difficult. 
Thus, in handling people we must not regard the mistakes of a comrade as 
fixed, leave no leeway, and negate everything about a cadre based solely 
on his performance at a certain time and in a certain matter. We should 
see his development on the whole and examine a cadre's mistakes in the 
light of his entire history, his entire work and his consistent expres- 
sion. We should observe him and help him, allow leeway and not knock 
him down at one stroke. When we cannot temporarily distinguish between 
the contradiction among the enemy and ourselves and the contradiction 
among the people, we should first handle the matter in accordance with 
the contradiction among the people. When we can choose between punish- 
ment and no punishment, we should refrain from punishment. When we can 
choose between light punishment and heavy punishment, then we should 
impose light punishment. In particular, we should be extremely discreet 
about the branding of people as "elements," expulsion from the party and 
from public posts, arrest and punishment by law, demotion and reduction 
of salaries. For instance, in the movement of exposure, criticism and 
examination, as long as those comrades who have made mistakes are sin- 
cere in examining themselves and are determined to correct their mistakes, 
we will welcome them warmly, assist them to break loose as soon as 
possible from their mistakes and encourage them to engage boldly in 
work. As regards those people who do not realize their mistakes 
initially, as long as they do not violate party discipline and national 
law, do not engage in splittism and do not engage in conspiracies and 
intrigues, we should continue to give them time to think things over and 
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should permit ideological relapses. As for those people who have com- 
mitted serious mistakes and who have not yet Seen able to obtain the 
masses’ understanding, we also should not handle them hastily but 
should adopt the method of allowing leeway; we can transfer some to 
carry out study, relieve some from their posts and send them to the 
grassroots level, and allow those who are physically strong enough to 
take part in appropriate manual labor on the one hand and to carry out 
work at the basic level on the other. We can handle this group of 
cadres in this manner temporarily. After a period of time we can draw 
final conclusions in accordance with the attitude of the individual and 
the new situation. Experience proves that we can foster much initiative 
in doing this and obtain good results. 


The general trend of development of all things in the universe is a 
development in contradiction from the lower to the higher stage. This 
is an irresistible objective law. But in a specific process of any 
specific thing, because of the opposition and interplay of various 
factors that constitute the thing, complications and spiral develop- 
ments will inevitably appear, and manifold possibilities will thus 
exist. The thinking and method of allowing leeway are precisely the 
demands set by the spiral movement of objective things. Comrade Mao 
Zedong pointed out: "We must consider the several possibilities of a 
matter and estimate the several aspects of a situation, what is good 
and what is bad, what is smooth and what is difficult, what can be done 
and what cannot be done, and try our best to be more discreet and more 
considerate." ("Talk at the Enlarged Work Conference of the CCP Central 
Committee") In particular, we must anticipate more bad possibilities. 
In Comrade Mao Zedong's words, we must "rather anticipate more diffi- 
culties" and “anticipate more time." In "Critique of the Gotha Program," 
discussing how to determine the distribution of the total social product, 
Marx pointed out that, in addition to considering the available means 
and forces, it should be determined partly by computation of probabil- 
ities (meaning a situation which can hardly be predicted beforehand but 
which may appear in the future). Although we can formulate all kinds of 
scientific predictions and inferences and estimate all kinds of possi- 
bilities, yet Marxists are not fortune tellers. No scientific predic- 
tion and inference can possibly be 100 percent accurate and estimate 
without fail all the situations that may appear. “Wonderful foresight 
and certainty" about men and things do not exist in reality. Marxism 
only asks that people make smaller and fewer mistakes and that they be 
able to cope with and swiftly correct accidents and mistakes. Thus, 

in formulating a plan or doing something, we definitely should not only 
make preparations that will ccpe with one kind of possibility but also 
make preparations to cope with various kinds of possibilities. We must 
especially make sufficient preparations to cope with accidents. 


In the past, Lin Biao and the “gang of four" promoted the extreme left 


line; propagated "be 30 percent leftist in everything," "left" is better 
than right and the more "left" the more revolutionary; and used 
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highflown words, exaggerated when they talked and indulged in excess 
when they did things, thus bringing about serious consequences for our 
revolutionary and construction causes. Practice proves that, wherever 
there is excess, “leftist™ things will run rampant and the Marxist 
method of allowing leeway will be rejected. In our party and among 
the cadres at various levels, some comrades do not understand the 
importance of allowing leeway; when they speak, write articles, carry 
out propaganda and debate an issue, they use highflown words, exaggerate 
their words and escalate their words. In making plans they like to 
reckon every item, depart from the material basis and make “empty and 
impractical grand plans" and high-quota plans that cannot possibly be 
fulfilled. This ideological method and working method of reckoning 
every item is definitely not a reflection of the lofty aspirations and 
great ideals of the broad masses but is the product of a subjective will 
that violates objective laws. The result will undoubtedly be the 
appearance of a state of tension which will affect stability and unity 
and the proportionate relationship among the various departments of the 
national economy; it will undoubtedly plunge our work into a passive 
state and cause us to panic and to find it difficult to cope with 
difficulties and accidents once they appear; and it will undoubtedly 
cause our plans to come to nothing and seriously dampen the enthusiasm 
of the masses. 


A few years ago, due to the interference and sabotage of the extreme 
left line of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" and the existence of the 
thinking of reckoning every item among us, some comrades regarded allow- 
ing leeway as right conservatism and discarded it. We believe that 
allowing leeway is in conformity with the original feature of objective 
things and is an expression of seeking truth from facts. This and con- 
servatism are two entirely different things. Allowing leeway is based 
on the dialectical method of objective things. It not only takes into 
consideration the favorable conditions, but also pays attention to 
unfavorable conditions; it not only takes into consideration the objec- 
tive factors, but also attaches great importance to subjective flexi- 
bility. Right conservatism, on the other hand, proceeds from a one- 
sided situation and subjective estimation. It only sees the unfavorable 
conditions and does not see the favorable conditions; it only stresses 
objective factors and rules out subjective flexibility. In doing some- 
thing we would rather anticipate more difficulties so that we can adopt 
in a down-to-earth manner effective measures to triumph over difficulties, 
realize the best possibilities and obtain bright futures. Right con- 
servatism is frightened by difficulties. It feels helpless before 
difficulties, cannot do anything and is pessimistic and desperate about 
the future. The two are entirely different. 





Of course, any truth has its definite sphere of applicability. If we 
exaggerate it and apply it in reality, we will go in the opposite 
direction and turn it into error. Allowing leeway also has a definite 
limit. If we set it in opposition to giving full play to subjective 
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flexibility, to going all out and to tapping latent capacity, “hold 
something back" at every level, hold back a trick or two in every 
situation, try our best to underestimate favorable conditions and 
exaggerate unfavorable conditions, set quotas as low as possible and 
do things at the slowest possible rate, then we are not doing what we 
mean by allowing leeway. The Marxist term of allowing leeway estab- 
lishes enthusiasm on a reliable basis and is a unity of what is advanced 
and what is reliable. Thus, its spiritual essence is active and not 
passive; it is progressive and not conservative; it is advancing and 
mot retreating; and it is taking the initiative and not being pushed 
about. It enables us to avoid the error of rashness in our advance; 
to avoid the error of passivity and conservatism in our retreat; to 
prevent arrogance and complacency and avoid becoming confused when we 
are smoothgoing and victorious; and to prevent panic and loss of con- 
fidence when we are faced with difficulties and setbacks. 


Allowing leeway is an important method of doing our work well. Particu- 
larly in the present period and the future when we are in the process 

of readjusting, reforming, rectifying and raising our national economy, 
we should all the more consciously apply and promote this Marxist method. 
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A DISCUSSION ON WHAT ARE ADVANCED MACHINERY PRODUCTS 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 pp 78-80 
[Article by Shen Hong [3088 7703]] 


[Text] I have read several times and carefully the report on the situa- 
tion (see appendix) of the General Electrical Engineering Bureau and 
have profoundly realized the difficulty in understanding things. In 
order to do our work well, we must study conscientiously so as to 
strengthen planning and reduce blindness. 


For the sake of speeding up the realization of the four modernizations, 
we demand the supply of advanced machinery products. This is eatirely 
correct. What are advanced machinery products? As opinions very, no 
unanimous conclusion can be drawn. This has been a long-stand' ng issue 
which has been intensified to this day. It is a big, perplexiig issue 
in machinery manufacturing today. 





According to reports by some companies in Hong Kong, the 10-kW diesel 
generator, which may be regarded at home as so old-fashioned a model 
that it should be obsolete, is properly matched and has a rather high 
safety coefficiency. Thus, although the design is old-fashioned, its 
operation is reliable, and the machine is durable and greatly welcomed 
by fishermen. By contrast, though the foreign product claims to be 
advanced, it breaks down frequently and is not as efficient as ours. 


When the General Electrical Engineering Bureau was negotiating the 
import of technology with several foreign companies, some experts of 

the foreign companies held that "the technical level of a product is 
represented mainly by the reliability of its quality, its economic 
results and its performance, not by its date." They did not even accept 
the concept of “product of X X year." I believe that what they said was 
certainly reasonable. For instance, a product like the generator enjoys 
a service life of several decades. It should be distinguished from 
consumer products on the Western market such as automobiles (mainly 
limousines), wristwatches and television sets, which are particular 
about style and change their designs year after year. As for the 
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latest Paris fashions, a year is too long, and there are spring, summer, 
fall and winter fashions! 


What is advanced is relative. It is related to the temporal, spatial 
and specific factors and is a question of philosophy. What is consid- 
ered advanced in this place may be regarded as backward in some other 
place. Advanced objects often contain backward factors; and backward 
objects also often contain advanced factors. Under a certain condition, 
an advanced object can transform itself into a backward object, and a 
backward object can also transform itself into an advanced object. Thus, 
we must be practical and realistic in the rejuvenation and change of 
machinery products. We must not be absolute and must not pursue the 
advanced in a one-sided manner. On this question, if we prolong our 
debate and waste our opportune moment in debate, we will hold up 
natio.al affairs. 


The above are two instances from foreign countries. Actually, there are 
many instances at home. We should conscientiously apply Chairman Mao's 
ideological methods of the theory of practice and the theory of contra- 
dictions in carrying out analysis and study, so as to arrive at a common 
understanding. 


As to what are called advanced machinery products, I would like here to 
offer my immature opinion for all to discuss. 


We must conscientiously sum up our positive and negative experiences 
and lessons in the past 30 years and absorb the historical and current 
experiences and lessons in the world. 


(I) In terms of variety, they should be complete sets. 


From the components and the parts to the single machine as a set, and 
the single machine should be equipped with its acceesszies and repair 
tools for consumers to select; from the single machines to a machinery 
unit as a set; from the machinery unit as a complete set to the work- 
shop as a complete set; and from the workshop as a complete set to the 
factory as a complete set. In short, we should form complete sets. 
Equipment that is not in a complete set cannot become a productive 
force and is most backward. 


(II) In terms of quality, they should be reliable, durable, highly 
efficient and economical; they should be good for use, for repair, for 
manufacture and in appearance. 


The eight items should be considered in an overall manner in order to 


obtain the greatest results. And yet reliability, durability, easy 
operation and easy repair should be in the foremost position. 
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(III) Im terms of production management, they should put quality first 
and be responsible to the end. 


It is necessary to attach importance to quality and truly put quality in 
the No 1 position. It is necessary to change the previous style of 
“everything is fine once the machine leaves the factory door” and to be 
responsible to the end. We must strengthen on-the-spot service, train 
operators for consumers and be responsible until the state construction 
project begins formal production. 


Now, poor quality has become a universal phenomenon. The reasons are 
numerous. I* is not simply a question of the designed model. Rather, 
it is the comprehensive reflection of such factors as technique, mate- 
rial quality, production management, training of personnel, the systexz 
of reward and punishment and the installation, operation and maintenance 
of the consumer units. The thing is extremely complicated. We cannot 
possibly imagine solving it with a simple method. If we do not do a 
good job now, we will make it more complicated. 





Chairman Mao once said that strategically we should despise all our 
enemies, but tactically we should take them all seriously. in the 
rejuvenation and change which we have proposed, we ask that most of 

the products gradually reach the level of the seventies by 1985. This 
is our strategic determination. Tactically, however, we should carry 
out concrete analysis of the different situations, strengthen scientific 
research, weigh the advantages and disadvantages and gains and losses, 
differentiate the important from the less important and the urgent from 
the less urgent, and solve probiems one by one in a planned, systematic, 
practical and realistic manner. We must under no circumstances pursue 
the so-called “advanced products” that are divorced from concrete con- 
ditions, that are impractical and that are mere subjects of gossip. If 
we seek undeserved reputation we will only court real disrster. 


We must oppose such ideological viewpoints as closing the country to 
international intercourse, standing still and refusing to make progress, 
arrogance and complacency and parochial conceit which obstruct our 
progress, and must absorb the world's advanced experiences. At the 

same time, we should continue to persevere in the fine style of self- 
reliance, of using both indigenous and foreign methods, of building the 
country diligently and frugally and of struggling arduously which 
Chairman Mao taught us. If we get organized and make persistent efforts, 
we will definitely improve the quality of our machinery products. 


At present our machinery products can be summed up in the following three 
categories: 


The first category has been produced and tested through practice. The 
products are known and liked by people, and production should continue. 
Among them are the small generator units that are exported to Hong Kong. 
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The second category includes prodvcts which have been produced but which 
require further improvement and the raising of capacity in certain 
designs, structures, techniques, material quality and convenience of use. 
This category embraces the largest number of products. We must continue 
to make improvements, raise capacities gradually and move from gradual 
change to sudden change. The majority of products in the world develop 
in this manner. Of course, there are some which are really unsuitable 
and uneconomical and should be elisinated. 


The third category includes new products. Among them, some are researched, 
tested and designed by ourselves, while some are copied from imported 
technology. 


If this method of classification is appropriate, I believe our strategic 
slogans should be “rectify and improve old products” and “develop new 
products,” for these are more in conformity with objective reality. This 
idea has been in my head for 3 years. Whether it is suitable must ulti- 
mately be proved in practice. I ask the comrades to add to, revise and 
correct it. 


To catch the eye I have specially prepared a diagram for the comrades 
for the purpose of analysis and study. J 
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How To Reach the Level of an Advanced Machinery Product? 


Key: 

1. Practice, understanding 

2. More practice, more understanding 

3. Stable plan 

4. Stable design 

5. Stable personnel 

6. Scientific research in production technology 

7. Scientific research in organizational management 

8. Complete sets 

9. Strengthen planning and carry out coordination vigorously 
10. Complete sets: single machine as a complete se, machinery unit 





as a complete set, workshop as a complete set and factory as a 
complete set. The large complete set is derived from the small 
complete set, and only when there is small will there be large; 
is a comprehensive plan and organizational work; is the result 
of a large-scale coordination of research, testing, design, 
manufacture and installation. 
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ll. Service 

12. Responsibility to the end and linkup of use and manufacture 

13. For the sake of consumers: recommend pro¢<cts, deliver goods 
punctually, render technical service, train personnel and carry 
out on-the-spot guidance. For the sake of the manufacturing 
factory: make demands for explorations, suggest improvements, 
develop varieties, raise quality and strengthen the complete 
sets. Products that leave the factory are all under guarantee 
of usage, repair and exchange. 

14. Varieties 

15. Weed through the old and bring forth the new and develop con- 
tinuously 

16. There are high-grade, large-scale, precision and advanced 
products, as well as light, small, simple and inexpensive 
products. ctandardization, systematization and universal 
applicability. Fewer basic molds and more varying molds, 
thereby actively satisfying the needs of the state's capital 
construction ond production. 

17. Quality 

18. Implement putting quality first in research, testing, design, 
manufacture, installation, use and repairs. 

19. Reliability, durability, high efficiency and economy; easy 
operation, easy repair, easy manufacture and good appearance. 
All products that leave the factory should pass the quality 
examination. 

20. Advanced machinery products 


Explanation of the Diagram 


Advanced is the opposite of backward and is related to the temporal, 
spatial and specific factors. Technology cannot be divorced from 
economics, and technology also cannot be divorced from its concrete 
environment. To develop new products and improve oꝛa products, we sust 
conscientiously sum up the positive and negative experiences and lessons 
of the past 30 ears and absorb the historical and current experiences 
and lessons in the world. We must under no circumstances pursue the 
so-called “advanced products” that are divorced from concrete condi- 
tions, that are impractical and that are mere subjects of gossip. A 
truly advanced machinery product is definitely reliable and durable 
and is particular about economic results. 


Are the machinery products which we are producing now backward or not? 
We cannot lump everything together. Some are easy to use, some need 

to be improved and others need to be developed still further. Thus, we 
must rectify and improve old products and develop new products. We sust 
attach importance to high-grade, large-scale, precision and advanced 
products but must not ignore light, small, simple and inexpensive 
products. Sometimes, because of the poor quality of a small component 
and because of the lack of variety, the development of high-grade, 
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large-scale, precision and adwanced products is affected. Small things 
often are immensely useful! In particular, those small and precision 
products often are the ears, eyes and nerves of 4 machine, and we should 
attach greater importance to them. Here we are speaking about variety 
and quality. Whether a product is advanced depends not only on variety 
and quality, but also on complete sets and service. Pract*ce has also 
prominently reflected the problems of “difficulty in forming complete 
sets” and “poor service.” That ideology and style of “everything is fine 
once the machine leaves the factory door” not only cause delay in state 
construction but also hold up the opportunities for the improvement of 
products. This is a major issue which urgently needs to be reformed at 
present. 


Quality is the life of variety; variety is the basis of forming complete 
sets; forming complete sets is rhe means of forming production <sapacity; 
and service is the bridge between use and manufacture. 


The work of quality and variety is specialized and profound, and it is 
comparatively more specific. At least some people are responsible for 
the work. The work of formine complete sets and rendering service is 
complicated and varied. For a long time people have in general failed 
to attach importance to it; thus, the condition of “difficulty” and 
“poor qualit:™ has been serious. 


Variety, quality, complete sets and service enjoy a complementary and 
mutually promoting relationship. Together with the three stabilities 
of planning, design and personnel and the two scientific researches of 
production technology and organizat‘onal management, they form a cycle. 
If we conscientiously put it into practice, it can constitute an 
advanced machinery product. 


This is an arduous ideological and organizational work and is not some- 
thiag which a factory or a deps: tment can accomplish completely. We 
mt give prominence to the communist style, carry out coordination 
vigorously, support each other and at the same time do things in 
accordance with economic laws and rules and regulations. 


Practice, understanding, more practice, more understanding. I hope 
all of us will conscientiously think it over: To realize the above 
demand, what should your units do? What should you yourself do? Let 
us make concerted efforts to make this continuously advancing cycle 
work well and render service to the four modernizations. 


Appendix: “Report on the Situation” 


I. According co reports by some companies in Hong Kong, comparing their 
quality, our 1978 monophase 10-kW diesel generator which was exported to 
Hong Kong had an engine with a higher safety coefficiency than that of 
some foreign products. At present, with the daily increase in the 
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consumption of electricity by fishermen in Hong Kong and the increase in 
full-load and excess-load operations, the phenomenon of ruined output 
copper ring has often occurred in some foreign products and never in our 
products. Our price was lower than that of the foreign products. Thus, 
our product was welcomed by the fishermen. 


We sell to Hong Kong products designed exclusively for export by fac- 
tories in the monophase generator system, including Fujian's Mindong 
electrical machinery plant, the Shantou electrical machinery plant, the 
Hubei generator plant and the Shanghai renovated electrical machinery 
plant. To continually improve product quality, these factories have 
fur-her rectified their enterprise management. 


II. Before the Spring Festival we conducted trade negotiations with 
several foreign companies on a license for transfer of technology con- 
cerning large-scale generator unit's. We inquired about the age of that 
company's generators with capacities of 300,000 and 600,000 kilowatts 
and above. At first the foreign experts did not comprehend our meaning. 
After understanding what we had in mind, they held that the technological 
level of a product was not determined simply by looking at the year of 
the design, but mainly by examining its quality, reliability, economic 
results and, mainly, the superiority and inferiority of its operating 
capacity. For instance, the 300,000-kW machinery unit was designed in 
the fifties. Because of its stable quality, it is still durable today. 
The production for export still follows the old blueprint. Now, one 
turbine engine can be produced in several factories. Then the various 
factories will send the parts directly to the consumers for general 
assembly. They believed that they would suffer if they randomly altered 
a mature product. As regards some parts of a complete machinery set, in 
particular an automatic control system, they would carry out examination 
and research. Only after testing its industrial character would they 
plunge into wholesale production and popularize its use. Thus, once 

the generator unit they produced took on a mold, they would not easily 
alter its design. This was different from some consumer items on the 
market, such as automobiles, wristwatches and television sets, which 
were particular about style and had to change their designs every year. 


Inspired by the above two poirts on the great importance of how to 
correctly treat the "rejuvenation and change” of a product, we must 
carry out analyses conscientiously so as not to incur losses. 
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IT IS IMPERATIVE TO OPPOSE SPECIAL PRIVILEGES AND IMPROVE THE PARTY'S 
STYLE OF WORK 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 7, 3 Jul 79 inside back cover 
[Excerpts from several letters] 


[Text] After the publication of the special commentator's article 
“Oppose Special Privileges and Improve the Party's Style of Work" in the 
sixth issue of our journal, Comrades Zhan Dan [0594 0030) of the propa- 
ganda department of the East Xihu District CCP Committee of Wuhan Muni- 
cipality and Wang Zhiming [3769 2535 2494] of the propaganda department 
of the Hengshui Prefectural CCP Committee of Hebei Province sent letters 
to us saying that “Oppose Special Privileges and Improve the Party's 
Style of Work" was well written. 


The letters hold that this article spoke the minds of the masses and 
showed how the party Central Committee headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng 
were kindred spirits with the masses of people. Prior to the publica- 
tion of this article, they were worried about the purty Central Conm- 
mittee's ignorance of the public feeling; after reading this article, 
they realized that the party Central Committee knew the situation like 
the palm of its hand. With such a fine party Central Committee our 
socialist cause will be even more hopeful. It is imperative at present 
to propose making efforts to oppose special privileges and improve the 
party's style of work. As long as this evil wind sweeps on, the 
righteous wind of the socialist “four modernizations" will not be 
whipped up. The masses cannot bear the sight of some leading cadres 
who indulge in special privileges. If we “cannot work with one heart, 
do not feel agreeable and do not have sufficient vigor," then how can 
we engage in the “four modernizations"? Thus, we definitely cannot 
belittle the danger of this evil wind. "One anthole may cause the 
collapse of a thousand-li dike." Some leading cadres indulge in 
special privileges, corrupt social values and seriously divorce them 
selves from the masses of people. This is extremely harmful to both 
the party and the revolution. They believe that the party Central 
Committee will definitely adopt effective measures to check this evil 
wind. 
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The letters point out that the key to opposing special privileges and 
improving the party's style of work lies with the members of the party 
committees at various levels, who should grasp this issue conscientiously 
and set themselves as examples. It is necessary to publish articles and 
clarify the principles. But this is not enough. If the party committee 
does not intervene with those leading cadres who indulge in special 
privileges, then who else can! No matter how many measures there are, 
the first one should be to insure that responsible comrades of party 
committees at various levels will set themselves as examples. If those 
who have power do not indulge in special privileges, then on what basis 
will those who do not have power indulge in the practice? If those who 
hold great power do not indulge in special privileges, then it will be 
easy to prevent those who hold little power from indulging in special 
privileges. 


The letters suggest that the fact that some party committees do not 

grasp the problem of opposing special privileges is related to several 
errors in thinking. First, “if they themselves are not untainted, how 
can they intervene with others?" Some members of party committees 
indulge in special privileges themselves; “when those at the higher level 
are fond of the practice, those at the lower level are likely to follow 
suit." When they speak to those at the lower level, they cannot speak in 
a bold and assured manner; between them, one indulges in special 
privileges, as does the other. They are alike. Thus, “bureaucrats have 
to shield one another." Secondly, they feel that, “since they have to 
count on those people in work, then why should they make the latter 
unhappy." So they “close one eye” to those who indulge in special 
privileges and do not seek to oppose them. Thirdly, they feel that 
“since they are often together and run into each other frequently, 

why should they offend others." So they adopt the attitude of liberal- 
ism. To correct these erroneous ways of thinking and methods, we must 
continue to eradicate the pernicious influence of Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four," criticize the corrupt feudal thinking, criticize bourgeois 
individualism and criticize the philosophy of life of the exploiting 
class. If the responsible comrades of party committees at various levels 
take the lead in opposing special privileges and give prominence to our 
party's fine tradition and style of work, we can change the social values 
and check this evil wind of indulging in special privileges. 
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